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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The Studebaker Corporation, based in South Bend, Indiana, began making automobiles in 
1902. During the 1920s and 30s Studebaker produced high-end cars such as the President 
and the Champion that marked engineering firsts in the automobile world. During World 
War II, Studebaker produced a line of military vehicles for the United States Army. The 
management of Studebaker repeatedly had trouble with labor costs and quality control 
issues. In an attempt to stabilize their financial situation, Studebaker merged with Packard 
Motor Car Company of Detroit during the 1950s. Though the merger helped to diversify 
the selection of vehicles, including the creation of the very successful Lark and Avanti, it 
did not create the financial stability that the owners hoped. The competition from the “Big 
3” automobile manufacturers proved too much competition for a small company like 
Studebaker. The company left South Bend in 1963, and produced its last car in Hamilton, 
Ontario in 1963. 
 

Sources: 

Bonsall, Thomas, More than they Promised: The Studebaker Story. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The collection is comprised of 100 loose photographs and one photograph album. 

The loose photographs were originally in a 3-ring binder album and appear to have 
originated from the Studebaker-Packard company files. Some are stamped on the verso 
with “Public Relations Department Studebaker-Packard Corporation, South Bend 27, 
Indiana.” Some also have typed notes with descriptions and may have been made for 
company advertisement campaigns.  The photographs, mostly 8”x10” include: early 
vehicles through the 1960s, assembly lines, buildings, personnel, and several photographs 
of Harold S. Vance, President of the company. A few images highlight specific parts of the 
car. The loose photographs are stored in a document case. The processor arranged the 
photographs in approximate chronological order and provided numbers in square brackets.   

The 1916 Studebaker showroom album is bound in original black calf with a bold, gold-
stamped, Studebaker script logo. It is 7 ¾ x 11 inches in size and contains 48 linen-backed 
sepia factory photographs of cars and trucks, together with detailed motor, chassis, and 
other mechanical views. It is believed to be from their Detroit showroom. The pages are 
listed in order with captions taken from the album. In some cases there were no captions 
and the processors descriptions are in square brackets. 



CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Studebaker Vehicles, 1902–1947 
 
[1] Two men in open carriage pulled by two horses. 
[2] Berlin Coach, No.770 
[3] Studebaker Electric Express Wagon, No. 9251 
[4] Albert Erskin and Thomas Edison in Studebaker 
Electric, 1903 
[5] [Model L, 1907] [Model B, 1908] 
[6] Studebaker Gasoline Car, No. 9502, 1904 
[7] Studebaker EMF “30,” 1910 
[8] Studebaker Six-Fifty Four Passenger Coupe and 
Studebaker Six-Seven Passenger Touring Car” 
[9] Studebaker “Big Six” Touring, 1916 
[10] Studebaker Special Six, 1918 
[11] Studebaker Big Six 7-Passenger Sedan 
[12] The New Studebaker Special Six Three-
Passenger Duplex-Roadster, 1925 
[13] Two women in a [Pierce-Arrow Series 143, 1929] 
[14] Drawings of [Pierce-Arrow Series 143, 1929] 
[15] [Pierce-Arrow Series 143 Convertible, 1929]  
[16] Drawing of a [Rockne Model 65, 1932] 
[17] Studebaker President Sedan, 1936 
[18] [Studebaker Champion, 1941] with four women  
[19] Skyway Commander Land Cruiser and Champion 
coming off assembly line, 1941 
[20] [Studebaker Skyway President, 1942] Front end 
of vehicle with a woman standing by the hood 
[21] [Studebaker Skyway President, 1942] coming off 
the assembly line 
[22] [Studebaker Skyway President, 1942] coming off 
the assembly line 
[23] Workman boosts a hood assembly to conveyor 
[24-26] [Studebaker Champion, 1947] 
 

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 1 



Studebaker Vehicles, 1947–1953 
 
[27] Studebaker Land Cruiser [1947] 
[28] Inside of a vehicle on the assembly line with three 
men working on the dash board. 
[29] Dashboard of a Studebaker with a man sitting in 
the driver’s seat 
[30] Studebaker Commander, four door [1950] 
[31] Studebaker Commander, convertible 1950 
[32] Studebaker Commander, front view, 1950 
[33] Studebaker Champion, woman in car parked on 
the street in front of a park, 1950 
[34] Studebaker Commander, California license plate 
on front, parked in front of building with two people 
inside, [1951] 
[35-36] Studebaker Commander, convertible with side 
view, [1950] 
[37] Studebaker Custom Champion, convertible, 1951 
[38] Studebaker Commander, [1951] 
[39] Press photo celebrating 100 year anniversary with 
Harold Vance on February 18th, 1952. Photograph 
includes a [1952] Studebaker Commander, a 1902 
Studebaker Electric, and a Studebaker covered wagon. 
[40] Studebaker Commander, four door, [1952] 
[41] Studebaker Commander, four door with front 
view, [1952] 
[42] Studebaker Champion, view of grill and hood, 
[1950s] 
[43] Vehicle frame with view of structure 
[44] Studebaker Commander, hardtop, 1953 
[45] Studebaker Champion, [1954] 
[46] [Studebaker Champion, 1954] 
[47] Studebaker Commander, coupe, rearview, 1953 
[48] Studebaker Commander [1953] 
[49] Studebaker Champion, hardtop, front view, 1953 
[50] Studebaker Commander,  
view of grill and hood [1953] 
[51] Outline of a Studebaker with just the chassis 
showing 
 

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 2 



Studebaker Vehicles, mid-1950s–1958 
 
[52] Detail view of dashboard behind steering wheel 
[53] [Studebaker Champion, 1950s] 
[54] Studebaker President, 1955 
[55] Studebaker Champion, [1950s] 
[56-57] Studebaker President, [1955] 
[58-59] Studebaker Commander, [1955] 
[60] Studebaker President, inside view, 1956 
[61] View of the dashboard of a Studebaker 
[62] Studebaker Champion, [1955] 
[63] View of the dashboard of a Studebaker 
[64] Studebaker Champion, two door, 1956 
[65-67] Studebaker Pinehurst, station wagon, 1956 
[68] Studebaker Champion, [1956] 
[69-70] Studebaker President Classic, [1956] 
[71] Studebaker car, two door side view 
[72] [Packard Patrician, 1956] 
[73] Studebaker Clipper, [1950s] 
[74] Two men shaking hands on the Studebaker 
assembly line. Two notes written on front, one from 
the mayor of South Bend, Edward [Voorde] and one 
from Don Kidder to Rachel, 1958 
[75] Studebaker Daytona, [1950s] 
[76] View of the glove box of a Studebaker with extra 
compartment and mirror inside the glove box. 
 

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 3 



Studebaker Cars, 1963, Studebaker Buildings  
 
[77] [Studebaker Avanti, 1963] 
[78] Workers on Avanti assembly line washing car 
frames 
[79] [Sherwood H. Egbert?] standing next to an 
Avanti 
[80-81] Inside of a Studebaker, showing upholstery 
[82-83] Engine blocks 
[84] Inside of a wheel, shows brakes 
[85] Two different dashboard styles 
[86] Studebaker Commander symbol 
[87] Two different Studebaker symbols 
[88] Man driving Studebaker military truck 
[89] Mexico Studebaker Warehouse 
[90] Mexico Studebaker Plant 
[91] Nordisk Dieselauto building in [Copenhagen]  
[92] Hennessy Ltd. Assembly Works architectural 
rendering of building 
 

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 4 

Harold Vance and other people  
 
[93] Two men [Harold Vance] and a woman standing 
in front of a microphone. 
[94] Harold Vance with an unidentified man 
[95] Harold Vance with two unidentified men in a 
board room, October, 1935 
[96] Directors meeting in Canada, 29 May 1949 
[97] Harold Vance with two unidentified men 
[98] Lewis L. Strauss, Chairman AEC, W.B. McCool, 
Secretary to the Commission, Harold Vance, 31 
October 1955 
[99] Harold Vance looking out of a window 
[100] Portrait of Harold Vance by Karsh 
[Copyright by Karsh] 
 

Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 5 



STUDEBAKER SHOWROOM ALBUM, 1916 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Page 1.  
Studebaker Four Seven-Passenger Touring Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 2.  
Four Cylinder Roadster 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 3.  
Studebaker Six Three-Passenger Roadster 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 4.  
Six-Fifty Four Passenger Coupe 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 5.  
Two Views Showing the Interior of the Touring Car 
Bodies and Roadster Bodies 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 6.  
Sectional View Showing Construction of the 
Studebaker Motors 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 7.  
Sectional View Showing Construction of the 
Studebaker Motors 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 8.  
Studebaker Six Motor 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 9.  
The Landau Roadster 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 10.  
Studebaker Four Motor 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 11.  
These are the Four and Six Chassis. ... 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 12.  
Timing Gears, Gas System, Cooling System, Oiling 
System 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 13.  
Sectional Rear Axle 

Album Storage: 
PAA 



Page 14.  
This page has been planned for your careful study... 
several parts without comment, ... 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 15.  
Six-Fifty Four Passenger Coupe 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 16.  
[Six views of Studebaker Factories and a portrait of 
Mr. Studebaker in upper left hand corner] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 17.  
[unlabeled View of Studebaker] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 18.  
[unlabeled View of Studebaker] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 19.  
[unlabeled View of Studebaker] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 20.  
[unlabeled View of Studebaker] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 21.  
Top View Five Passenger “Six” 
Top View Seven Passenger “Six” 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 22.  
Top View “Four” Roadster  
“Four” Touring Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 23.  
Delivery Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 24.  
[Studebaker Delivery Car] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 25.  
“Six” Chassis—Note Strength 
“Four” Chassis—Note Simplicity 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 26.  
Famous “Six” Motor—Right Side 
Famous “Six” Motor—Left Side 

Album Storage: 
PAA 



Page 27.  
Four Motor Right Side 
Four Motor Left Side 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 28.  
Sectional View of “Four” Motor 
Sectional View of “Six” Motor 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 29.  
Timing Gears—Note Cross Shaft Simplicity 
Lubrication System 
Cooling System—Note Large Water Passages 
Perfect Fuel Supply—Ideal Carburetor Location 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 30.  
Full Worm and Gear 
Full Worm and Gear 
An Example of Beautiful Simplicity in Design 
Note Accessibility [man working on engine] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 31.  
Cut-Out Chassis Showing Full Equipment of Timken 
Bearings 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 32.  
View of Rear Axle Parts Note Full Floating Feature 
and Timken Bearings 
Spring Suspension 
Sectional Rear Axle—Note Wonderful Strength and 
Simplicity 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 33.  
Studebaker “Four” Touring Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 34.  
Studebaker “Six” Touring Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 35.  
[Two unlabeled views of Studebaker Coupe and 
Roadster] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 36.  
[Two unlabeled views of Studebaker Coupe and 
Roadster] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 



Page 37.  
Studebaker “Six” Sedan 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 38.  
Studebaker Delivery Car 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 39.  
Chassis Model “Four” 
Chassis Model “Six” 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 40.  
Motor—Model “Four”—Right Side 
Motor Model “Four” Left Side 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 41.  
Motor—Model “Six”—Right Side 
Motor—Model “Six”—Left Side 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 42.  
Top Views of “Four” and “Six” Motors 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 43.  
End View of “Six” Motor Showing Timing Gears 
Sectional View of “Four” Motor 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 44.  
Oiling System—Model “Four” Motor  
Cooling System—Model “Six” Motor 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 45.  
Steering Gear Model “Six” 
Hub of Front Wheel Same Both Models 
Models “Six” and “Four”—Full Floating Rear Axle, 
Showing Model “Four” Spring Suspension 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 46.  
Model “Six” Spring Suspension 
Models “Six” and “Four”—Full Floating Rear Axle, 
Showing Shafts and Differential Removed 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 47.  
Transmission Disassembled  
Transmission and Rear Axle Unit 

Album Storage: 
PAA 

Page 48.  
[Unlabeled views of Studebaker Parts] 

Album Storage: 
PAA 



CATALOGING INFORMATION 

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may 
lead you to related materials: 

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  
http://opac.indianahistory.org/  

2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon. 

3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box. 

4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, P 0301). 

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings 
that can be searched for related materials. 

http://opac.indianahistory.org/�
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