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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Frances Connecticut Stout was born in 1906, and her sister Anna Paige Stout was born in
1908. Both girls grew up with their parents Alex and Patsy Stout in Indianapolis, Indiana.
For the Stout sisters, the two major aspects of their lives were education and religion.

Both women were avid learners. Frances received a Master of Arts from Butler University
and a second Master of Arts from the University of Illinois. Afterwards, she started
working at the Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS) system as a teacher in English and
Spanish. Much of her teaching career was spent at Crispus Attucks High School where she
spent her last fifteen years as head of the school's foreign language department. Anna,
meanwhile, received an undergraduate degree from Wilberforce University and later a
Master's degree from Butler University. She went on to work for the IPS system as a
social worker and also served as department head of social work at Valparaiso University.
Both women retired in 1973 after each serving over forty years as educators.

Another prominent aspect of the Stout sisters' lives was religion. Both ladies were active
members of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Frances, for instance, served as a secretary of the Board of Stewards, a secretary of the
Church Conference, a Church Leader, and as Bethel's longtime historian/archivist. Anna,
meanwhile, served as a Bethel Trustee, a superintendent of Sunday schools, and as a
member of the Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. church.

Outside of religious and educational activities, Frances and Anna were involved in various
social organizations, including the National Council of Negro Women, Flanner House, and
Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) sorority. Frances, in fact, was one of the founders of the
Alpha Mu Omega chapter in Indianapolis, which was established 16 February 1929. She
remained active in the sorority for over 75 years.

Anna Stout died on 10 July 1989, while Frances Stout died on 19 January 2004.

Sources:
Materials in Collection.

"Frances Connecticut Stout [Obituary]”. Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, IN). January 22,
2004. http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/indystar/obituary.aspx?n=frances-
connecticut-stout&pid=143499531

"In Memorials." Indianapolis Recorder (Indianapolis, IN). July 22, 1989.
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/cgi-bin/indiana?a=d&d=INR19890722-01.1.23.

"Miss [Anna] Stout Heads State Social Work Conference." Indianapolis Recorder
(Indianapolis, IN). 1963.

Alpha Mu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. "History." Last modified
October 2, 2017. http://www.akaamo.org/chapterhistoryandmembership.php

Anna Stout in 1940 US Census, Ancestry.com
Frances Stout in 1940 US Census, Ancestry.com
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
The Stout Family Papers are divided into five series:

Series One contains Frances and Anna Stout's personal materials, which include
correspondence, certificates, and photographs.

Series Two covers education material such as the sisters’ university class notes,
workshop/conference notes, lesson plans, and other teaching aids (particularly for foreign
language training). There are also several documents related to Crispus Attucks High
School and the Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS) system, including administrative
minutes, teacher bulletins, graduation programs, and directories.

Series Three contains Bethel A.M.E. Church materials, including various board minutes,
conference reports, financial records, worship guides, and programs from church activities.

Series Four, A.M.E. Church materials, includes conference minutes and programs,
financial reports, and publications from various bodies of the larger African Methodist
Episcopal organization. This section is organized by body/entity: General (Connectional)
Conference, Fourth Episcopal District (which includes Indiana churches like Bethel),
Indiana Conference (which once again includes Bethel), Women's Missionary Society, Lay
Organization, and Christian Education. These last three groups are subdivided into Indiana
Conference, Fourth District, and General Conference.

Series Five contains miscellaneous materials that do not fit into the first four categories.
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SERIES CONTENTS
Series 1: Personal Materials

CONTENTS

Newspaper Clippings, 1922, 196264, 1967, 1974,
1978, 1981, 1984, 1986-88, 1993, 1995, 1998, 2001,
2003

General Correspondence and Invoices to/from Frances
and/or Anna Stout, 1928, 1965, 1968, 1977, 1979,
1982, 1993, 2000, 2002, n.d.

Foreign Correspondence to/from Frances and/or Anna
Stout, 1953, 1961, 1964, 1976, n.d.

Correspondence to Frances Stout during Her Stay in
Palma de Mallorca, Spain, June-July 1964

Group Photos with Frances Stout in Palma de
Mallorca, Spain, 15 July 1973

Holiday Correspondence to/from Frances and/or Anna
Stout, 1965, 1969, n.d.

Certificates to Frances and Anna Stout (1 of 2), 1959,
1962-1963, 1977, 1980

Certificate to Frances Stout from City of Indianapolis
(2 of 2), 17 March 1999

Railway Express Agency Receipt (University of
Illinois to Frances Stout), n.d.

Anna Stout Notebook Contents-Religion, Education,
and Miscellaneous, 1949, n.d.

Publications-The Words of Jesus (Anna Stout's Copy),
1947

Publications-La Santa Biblia Antiguo Y Nuevo
Testamento (Frances Stout's Copy), 1957

Vacations and Friends, circa 1964, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3
Box 1, Folder 4
Photographs,

Folder 1 of 1

Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6
OM 0646,

Folder 1 of 6

OM 0646,
Folder 2 of 6

Box 1, Folder 7
Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Cold Storage

Color Photographs,
Folder 1 of 1
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Street Views, n.d.

Series 2: Education Materials

CONTENTS

Education Correspondence to/from Stout Family,
1948, 1964, 1977, 1982, n.d.

Class Notes and Test Results for Alex and Frances
Stout, 1919, 1922, 1925-1926, n.d.

Frances Stout- Class Notes from Zoology Course (1 of
2), 1924-1925

Frances Stout- Class Notes from Zoology Course (2 of
2), 1925

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Philosophy/Religion
Courses, 1933-1934, n.d

Anna Stout- Class Notes from
Sociology/Psychology/Education Courses (1 of 2),
1940s

Anna Stout- Class Notes from
Sociology/Psychology/Education Courses (2 of 2),
1940s

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Social
Work/Sociology/Psychology Courses (1 of 5), 1942

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Social
Work/Sociology/Psychology Courses (2 of 5), 1942—
1944

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Social
Work/Sociology/Psychology Courses (3 of 5), 1944

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Social
Work/Sociology/Psychology Courses (4 of 5), 1944

Anna Stout- Class Notes from Social
Work/Sociology/Psychology Courses (5 of 5), 1942—
1948, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Acetate Negatives,
Folder 1 of 1

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 8

Box 1, Folder 9

Box 1, Folder 10

BV 5256

Box 1, Folder 11

Box 1, Folder 12

Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17

Box 1, Folder 18
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Anna Stout- Class Notes from Philosophy and
Psychology Courses, n.d.

Frances Stout- Class Notes from Audio-Visual Course
(Using AV Resources in Classroom), 1959

Handwritten Notes on Education Research, Principles,
Objectives, and Learning Styles, 1945, n.d.

Handwritten History Notes, 1999, n.d.

Frances Stout- Reading Notes from Spanish
Workshop/Conference, 1959

(Frances Stout?)- Notes from Spanish/Foreign
Language Workshop/Conference for Teachers, 1960

(Frances Stout?)- Notes from Foreign Language
Workshop/Conference for Teachers ("Performance
Objectives™), 1970, 1972

Frances Stout- Handwritten Lesson Plans/Notes for
Spanish Courses, 1940, 1945, n.d.

Frances Stout- Handwritten Lesson Plans/Notes for
English Courses, n.d.

Crispus Attucks- Bulletins, Class Reunion Programs,
Graduation Programs, Indiana University High School
Achievement Contests, and Spanish Course Materials,
1928, 1929, 1950, 1959, 1960, 1964, 1969, 1991,
1992, n.d.

Crispus Attucks- "Thoughts for Today" from Daily
Bulletins, 1935-1938

Crispus Attucks- Agendas, Meeting Minutes, and
Notes from Administrative Meetings, 1961-1965, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

BV 5255

Box 1, Folder 19

Box 1, Folder 20

Box 1, Folder 21

Box 2, Folder 1

Box 2, Folder 2

Box 2, Folder 3

Box 2, Folder 4

Box 2, Folder 5

Box 2, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 7

Box 2, Folder 8
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Indianapolis Public Schools- Meeting Minutes for
Department Heads, Correspondence, Enrollment
Records, Workshop Notes, and Newsletters, 1958—
1962, 1965, 1971, 1981, 2001

Indianapolis Public Schools Directory, 1968-1969

Indianapolis Public Schools- Social Service
Department Staff Assessment and Evaluation 1969—
1971, 4 June 1971

Indianapolis Public Schools Directory, 1971-1972

Indianapolis Public Schools Directory (1 of 2), 1972—
1973

Indianapolis Public Schools Directory (2 of 2), 1972—
1973

Commencement Programs for Cathedral High School
and Park Tudor High School, 1979, 1985

Documents from North Central Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools Project on Guidance
and Motivation of Superior and Talent Students,
January 1959

Wilberforce University Alumni Materials, 1945,
1966-1968, 1979, n.d.

Mirror Newspaper (Wilberforce University), 12 April
1967

High School, University, and Overseas Foreign
Language Programs (1 of 2), 1959, 1961, 1963-1966

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 2, Folder 9

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 2, Folder 10

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 2, Folder 11

Box 2, Folder 12

Box 2, Folder 13

Box 2, Folder 14

Box 2, Folder 15

OM 0646,

Folder 3 of 6

Box 2, Folder 16
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High School, University, and Overseas Foreign OM 0646,
Language Programs (2 of 2), 1965 Folder 4 of 6

Indiana University- (Foreign) Language Programs and Box 2, Folder 17
Conference/Workshop Materials, 1965, 1967

Teaching Aids- Manual of Instruction, Methodologies, Box 3, Folder 1
Newsletters and Foreign Language Guides, 1952,
1955, 1961, 1969, 1971, n.d.

"Beginning Audio-Lingual Spanish Materials" Box 3, Folder 2
Prepared by U.S. Office of Education (1 of 2), June

1959, n.d.

"Beginning Audio-Lingual Spanish Materials™ Box 3, Folder 3
Prepared by U.S. Office of Education (2 of 2), June

1960, n.d.

Curricular Change in the Foreign Languages-1963 Printed Collections:
Colloguium on Curricular Changes (College Entrance 2015.0236

Examination Board)

Direct Mail and Newsletters Regarding English and Box 3, Folder 4
Foreign Language Courses and Resources, 1959—

1965, n.d.

Social Work Articles, 1969, n.d. Box 3, Folder 5
Miscellaneous Education Materials, 1963, 1997, n.d. Box 3, Folder 6

Series 3: Bethel A.M.E. Church (Indianapolis, Indiana) Materials

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Correspondence, 1958, 1977, 1999-2000, n.d. Box 3, Folder 7
Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes, 26 April 1966 Box 3, Folder 8
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Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniversary Souvenir
Program, 1986

Resolution from the Indiana General Assembly
Congratulating Bethel on 150th Anniversary, 1986

"Rev. [John] Lambert Travels to Africa", 19-24
August 2003

Quarterly Conference Meeting Minutes, 27 April 1987
Annual Conference Report, 1997-1998

Stewardship Finance Committee Minutes, January
2001

Board of Stewards Meeting Minutes, 12 March 2002
Formal Re-Entry Program, 13-20 October 1974

Jubilee Celebration and Mortgage Burning, 12
December 1982

Worship Guides, 18 February 1985, 22 June 1986, 18
July 1993 & 15 April 2001

Materials from Vacation Bible School, July 1987
Frances Stout-Bible Study Notes, n.d.

Women's Day Programs and Reports, 1970, 1984,
1989, 1994

Women's Day Programs (1 of 2), 1961-1964
Women's Day Programs (2 of 2), 1965-1967
Men's Day Programs, 1960, 1961, 1964

Cotillion de BETH-EL Program, 1984
C(énstitution of the Bethel A.M.E. Club Federation,
n.d.

Church Event Programs, 1965, 2001-2003

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 3, Folder 9

Box 3, Folder 10

Box 3, Folder 11

Box 3, Folder 12
Box 3, Folder 13

Box 3, Folder 14

Box 3, Folder 15
Box 3, Folder 16

Box 3, Folder 17

Box 3, Folder 18

Box 3, Folder 19
Box 3, Folder 20

Box 3, Folder 21

Box 3, Folder 22
Box 3, Folder 23
Box 3, Folder 24
Box 3, Folder 25

Box 3, Folder 26

Box 3, Folder 27
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Calendar and Events, 13 February 2000, n.d. Box 3, Folder 28

Correspondence about Christian Education Week, Box 3, Folder 29
September—October 1987

Local Lay Organization- Agendas, Meeting Minutes, Box 3, Folder 30
Names of Leadership, and Nomination Form, August
2000—-April 2001, n.d.

Canal Stakeholders and Bethel Box 4, Folder 1
Restoration/Renovation Materials, 2001

"Writing for the Record: Collecting, Storing, Box 4, Folder 2
Researching, and Writing Women's Organization

Histories™ Panel Discussion at the Indiana Historical

Society (Frances Stout Speaker), June—November

1999

Publications- "Bethel A.M.E. 156 Years of Freedom" Box 4, Folder 3
Newspaper Article, 8 February 1992

Six Ribbons from Bethel Church and Women's Box 4, Folder 32
Missionary Society, n.d.

Series 4: A.M.E. Church Materials

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Official Minutes of the 33rd Session of the General Printed Collections:
Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 2015.0236

Church Held in Kansas City, Kans., May 1948

1964-1968 Recommended Budget for Presentation to Box 4, Folder 4

the 37th Session of the General Conference, 6-18 May

1964

Consecration Services of the Bishops during the 37th Box 4, Folder 5
Quadrennial General Conference Session, 6-18 May

1964
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Ad Hoc Coalition Committee Report from the 38th
Session of the General Session, 1968

The Minutes of the General Conference of the 39th
Quadrennium of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church Held in Dallas, Tex., 21 June-3 July 1972

Indianapolis Data Booklet Prepared for the Officers,
Ministerial and Lay Delegates of the 40th Session of
the General Conference, 1976

"The A.M.E. General Budget Catechism of Answers
to Your Budget Questions™, 1956

A.M.E. Church General Budget 1984-1988, 1984

Eighty-Eighth Annual Report of the Treasurer of the
A.M.E. Church, 1 April 1960-31 March 1961

General Conference- "Highlights of Important Events
Photo Booklet™, 16-27 June 1976

General Conference- Council of Bishop Banquet in
Houston, Tex., 22 February 1977

General Conference- Bicentennial
Celebration/Founder's Day Service, 15 February 1987

General Conference- Outline about A.M.E. Church
and Africa, circa 1960s

Executive Board Meeting of the Fourth Episcopal
District, 24 July 1968

Combined Minutes of the 1957 Annual Conference of
the Fourth Episcopal District

Combined Minutes of the 1958 Annual Conference of
the Fourth Episcopal District

Combined Minutes of the 1959 Annual Conference of
the Fourth Episcopal District

Combined Minutes of the 1962 Annual Conference of
the Fourth Episcopal District

Combined Minutes of the 1968 Annual Conference of
the Fourth Episcopal District

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 4, Folder 6

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 4, Folder 7

Box 4, Folder 8

Box 4, Folder 9

Box 4, Folder 10

Box 4, Folder 11

Box 4, Folder 12

Box 4, Folder 13

Box 4, Folder 14

Box 4, Folder 15

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236
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Fourth District- "Guide Lines for Our Annual
Conferences", n.d.

Fourth District Directory, 1988

Publications- "A Brief Confirmation Course for
Probationers in the A.M.E. Church", 1950

The A.M.E. Church Review (1 of 2), 1954-1955, 1958,
1963, 1965, 1968, 19841985, 1987-1988 [18 Issues]

The A.M.E. Church Review (2 of 2), 1988-1989, 1991,
1993-1995, 1997, 2001 2004 [17 Issues]

Publications- A.M.E. Discipline (Anna Stout's Copy),
1956

Publications- The Christian Recorder (1 of 2), 12 June
2000

Publications- The Christian Recorder (2 of 2), 15 May
1989, 21 April 1997

Publications- The Church Members Guide, 1985

Publications- The Doctrine and Discipline of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2000

Publications- Financial Bridge Newsletter, December
1977

Publications- Voice of Missions, September 1968,
February 1969, February 1974, June 1974

Official Minutes of the 115th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 23-27
September 1953

Official Minutes of the 116th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 21-25
September 1954

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 4, Folder 16

Box 4, Folder 17
Box 4, Folder 18
Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 4, Folder 19
OM 0646,
Folder 5 of 6
Box 4, Folder 20

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 4, Folder 21

Box 4, Folder 22

Box 4, Folder 23

Box 4, Folder 24
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Official Minutes of the 117th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 20-25
September 1955

Official Directory and Church Manual from the 120th
Annual Session of the Indiana Conference of the
A.M.E. Church, 1958

Souvenir Program of the 128th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 27
September 19662 October 1966

Worship Service/Welcome Program of the 147th
Session of the Indiana Annual Conference, 5-8
September 1985

Attendance Roll (possibly from Indiana Conference),
8 November 1961

Meeting Minutes from the Spring Executive Board of
the Indiana Conference Branch Missionary Society, 3
June 1978

Women's Missionary Society-Indiana Conference
Branch 104th Annual Convention, 17 September 2002

1951-1953 Yearbook of the Indiana Conference
Branch of the Women's Missionary Society, 1951

Women's Missionary Society- "Parliamentary
Pointers" Document from Indiana Conference Branch,
August 1978

Women's Missionary Society- Indiana Conference
Branch Annual Rededication Service, 27 May 1984

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 4, Folder 25

Box 4, Folder 26

Box 4, Folder 27

Box 4, Folder 28

Box 4, Folder 29

Box 4, Folder 30

Box 4, Folder 31

Box 5, Folder 1

Box 5, Folder 2

Box 5, Folder 3
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Women's Missionary Society- Indiana Conference
Branch Rededication and Commitment Pledge Form,
1993

Women's Missionary Society- Indiana Conference
Branch Plays/SKits, n.d.

Materials from Missionary Education Trip to Fort
Wayne, Ind. (Myrtle Rush-Missionary Area
Chairman) (1 of 2), n.d.

Materials from Missionary Education Trip to Fort
Wayne, Ind. (2 of 2), n.d.

Women's Missionary Society-The Chicago
Conference Branch Yearbook, 1965-1966

Women's Missionary Society- Fourth District Annual
Training Session Programs, 22—26 July 1968 & 23-27
July 1973

Women's Missionary Society- Fourth District Book of
Reference, 1985

Women's Missionary Society- Materials from 12th
Quadrennial Convention in Baltimore, Md., April—
July 1991

Women's Missionary Society- Quadrennial
Convention Workshop on Stewardship, 6-10 July
1975

Women's Missionary Society- Yearbook, 1975-1976

Women's Missionary Society and Young People's
Division of the A.M.E. Church-Yearbook, 1988-1989

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Box 5, Folder 4

Box 5, Folder 5

Box 5, Folder 6

OM 0646,
Folder 6 of 6

Box 5, Folder 7

Box 5, Folder 8

Box 5, Folder 9

Box 5, Folder 10

Box 5, Folder 11

Box 5, Folder 12

Printed Collections:
2015.0236
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Women's Missionary Society and Young People's
Division of the A.M.E. Church-Yearbook, 1998-1999

Women's Missionary Society and Young People's
Division of the A.M.E. Church-Yearbook, 1999-2000

Indiana Conference Laity- Executive Board Agendas,
Meeting Minutes, and Reports, April 2000—February
2001

40th Annual Convention of the Indiana Conference
Lay Organization, 11-13 July 1987

Indiana Conference Laity- Lay Teas, 30 April 2000

Nineteenth Biennial Session of the Connectional Lay
Organization, 15-19 July 1985

Connectional Lay Organization- V-Alert/National
Voter Fund Background Article and Contact
Directory, November 2000, n.d.

Christian Education- Southern District Conference:
Sunday School, A.C.E. League and Junior Church
Convention of the Indiana A.M.E. Annual Conference,
15-17 June 1965

Christian Education- Worship Service from South
District of the Indiana Conference A.C.E. League
Sunday School Convention, 4 April 1980

Christian Education- South District of the Indiana
Conference Sunday School Convention, 4-5 June
1987

Program of the Indiana State Youth Congress of the
A.M.E. Church, 18-20 June 1968

Indiana Historical Society Stout Family Papers

Printed Collections:

2015.0236

Printed Collections:

2015.0236

Box 5, Folder 13

Box 5, Folder 14

Box 5, Folder 15

Box 5, Folder 16

Box 5, Folder 17

Box 5, Folder 18

Box 5, Folder 19

Box 5, Folder 20

Box 5, Folder 21

Page 15



Song Book from the Indiana Conference Choir of the
A.M.E. Church, 11 September 1984

Christian Education- Anna Stout's Commitment Sheet
from Camp Crystal Springs [Fourth District], 1948

Christian Education- Camp Baber Program [Fourth
District], Summer 1969, n.d.

Christian Education- Bible Study Notes, 1968, n.d.

Christian Education- Religious Verses, Poems, and
Songs, 1997, n.d.

Miscellaneous A.M.E. Church Materials, 1997, n.d.

Series 5: Miscellaneous Materials

CONTENTS

Publications- The Twelve Lessons of The Covenant
Law (by The Cymric Order of the Covenant), 1945

Publications- Standard Manual for Funeral
Occasions, 1953

Arts Matters (Walker Theatre Center Newsletter),
September 2001

Publications- Casta de Hidalgos by Ricardo Leon, n.d.

Indiana Legislative Bills Regarding Education, Public
Health, and Labor, n.d.

Michigan Employment Security Commission
Pamphlets, n.d.
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Box 5, Folder 22

Box 5, Folder 23

Box 5, Folder 24

Box 5, Folder 25

Box 5, Folder 26

Box 5, Folder 27

CONTAINER

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 5, Folder 28
Printed Collections:
2015.0236

Box 5, Folder 29

Box 5, Folder 30
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