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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Abraham Stoler (1803-1892) and Ann [Cypher] Stoler (1815-1882) brought their family, 

including son Jacob (1840-1892), daughter Malinda (c. 1842-1934) and four other children, 

to Whitley County, Indiana from Bedford County, Pennsylvania around 1848. There they 

worked a 160-acre farm near the town of Larwill. Malinda eventually married Sam Snyder 

and moved to Los Angeles, where she died at the age of 92. 

Jacob Stoler served in the 100th Indiana Infantry during the Civil War. Back home in Indiana, 

he married Anna M. Rindfusz (1848-1936) in December 1866. Daughters Lorena (1868-

1936) and Clara (1870-1947) were born to the couple before relocating to Fort Wayne in 

Allen County. There, sons Fred W. (1878-1968) and Albert E. (1880-1953) were born. The 

family would move to Iowa in 1881 but returned to Fort Wayne in 1884 due to Jacob’s 

failing health. 

In 1887, after she had completed the eighth grade, Clara began teaching at the Butler school 

in Washington township, Allen County. Fred would follow as a teacher after graduating from 

the Fort Wayne Central Grammar School in 1895.  

In 1901, Fred married Bertha F. Bowersock, whom he met at a literary society meeting. The 

two moved onto Bertha’s family farm. Their first daughter Mildred C. (1902-2001) was born 

there. In 1905 Fred sold his farm implements and moved his young family to Bloomington, 

Indiana. Fred earned a bachelor’s degree in physics from Indiana University in 1908. That 

same summer, he accepted a position teaching science at Alexandria High School in 

Madison County.  

In Alexandria, second daughter Velma M. (1909-1978) was born. At about the same time, 

Fred was promoted to principal of Alexandria High while still teaching physics, chemistry, 

botany, and geography. Mildred graduated from there in 1919. In 1923, Fred’s career took 

him to Anderson High School. 

Mildred went on to the Ball State Teacher’s College in Muncie for two years, and then earned 

her bachelor’s in history from Indiana University in Bloomington in 1926. She stayed at IU 

for her master’s degree in History and International Relations in 1929 and then her PhD in 

American, Modern European, English, and Ancient History as well as Public Administration 

and Public Law in 1938. 

Back in Madison County, Velma married Harry R. Smith in 1930. In 1931, the couple 

welcomed a son, Malcolm Smith (1931-2014). 

One of Mildred’s earliest teaching jobs was at Lawrenceburg High School in Dearborn 

County from 1926 to 1928. From 1930 to 1933 she arranged manuscript collections at the 

Indiana State Library in Indianapolis. In the late 1930s she worked as an assistant to two of 

her professors at Indiana University, F. L. Benns and Prescott W. Townsend.  

In 1937 Mildred moved to Washington, DC where she taught Ancient, Medieval, and 

Modern European History at the Wilson Teachers’ College. After Brown v. Board of 

Education in 1954, this school merged with the Miner Teachers’ College and became known 
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simply as the D.C. Teachers’ College. By 1960 she was Director of Student Teaching. 

Mildred would teach there until her retirement in 1973. In 1968 her father Fred passed away 

at the age of 90. In 1983 Mildred moved to Florida, where she died in 2001 at the age of 98. 

 

 

Sources: 

Materials in the collection 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection consists of family and professional material, mostly correspondence and 

schoolwork, saved by or created by Fred W. Stoler and his daughter Mildred C. Stoler.  

Correspondence of Malinda Stoler’s from the 1860s and 1870s was received mostly from 

friends and some family, such as cousins. Malinda was living in Whitley County at the time. 

The bulk of the collection highlights Fred’s and Mildred’s careers in academia and Mildred’s 

correspondence with her family and students. 

The collection has been arranged chronologically with one exception. The diaries of Fred 

W. Stoler, which he kept throughout most of his life, have been placed at the end for their 

bulky nature and ease of access.  
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Misc. correspondence, 1883; 1905 Box 1, Folder 13 
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1921 
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Folder 1 of 2 

Correspondence, Caroline Stoler to Anna M. Stoler, 

1911-1916 

Box 1, Folder 26 

Mildred C. Stoler blanket stitch sample, 1915 Box 1, Folder 27 

Commencement material, Alexandria High School, 

1919 

Box 2, Folder 1 

Mildred C. Stoler caricature, graduation reception 
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Mildred C. Stoler personal budget book, 1922-1961 Box 2, Folder 4 

“The possibility of just marking (grading),” by Marie 

Schmauss, 1922 

Box 2, Folder 5 

Fred W. Stoler professional correspondence, 1923, 

1927, n.d. 

Box 2, Folder 6 

Fred W. Stoler clippings, circa 1924 Box 2, Folder 7 

“The authorship of the Monroe Doctrine,” by Mildred 

C. Stoler, circa 1925 

Box 2, Folder 8 

“Lincoln and the Freeport Doctrine,” by Mildred C. 

Stoler, circa 1925 

Box 2, Folder 9 
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“The doctrine of freedom of the will,” by Mildred C. 

Stoler, circa 1925 

Box 2, Folder 10 

“Germany and the Austrian ultimatum,” Mildred C. 

Stoler bachelor’s thesis, 1926 

Box 2, Folder 11 

“Russo-German relations in the crisis of 1914,” 

Mildred C. Stoler bachelor’s thesis, 1926 

Box 2, Folder 12 

Commencement programs, Indiana University, 1926 Box 2, Folder 13 

Mildred C. Stoler portraits, circa 1927; circa 1937 Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 3 

“The break-up of the Jeffersonian-Republican party,” 

Mildred C. Stoler master’s thesis, chapters 1-3, 1929 

Box 2, Folder 14 

“The break-up of the Jeffersonian-Republican party,” 

Mildred C. Stoler master’s thesis, chapter 4, 1929 

Box 2, Folder 15 

Commencement program, Indiana University, 1929 Box 2, Folder 16 

Mildred C. Stoler transcription of “Cato maior de 

senectate” by Cicero, circa 1930 

Box 2, Folder 17 

Comprehensive examination in Greek and Roman 

History, Mildred C. Stoler, 1935 

Box 2, Folder 18 

Comprehensive examination in American History, 

Mildred C. Stoler, 1935 

Box 2, Folder 19 

Comprehensive examination in Modern European 

History, Mildred C. Stoler, 1935 

Box 2, Folder 20 

Comprehensive examination in English History, 

Mildred C. Stoler, 1935 

Box 2, Folder 21 

Comprehensive examination in Public Administration 

and Public Law, Mildred C. Stoler, circa 1935 

Box 2, Folder 22 

Correspondence and application, Albert Teachers’ 

Agency, 1936-1942 

Box 2, Folder 23 

Mildred C. Stoler professional correspondence, 1936-

1939 

Box 2, Folder 24 

Family correspondence, 14 Mar. 1938 – 14 Oct. 1943 Box 2, Folder 25 
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“Influence of the Democratic element in the Republican 

Party of Illinois and Indiana, 1854-1860,” Mildred C. 

Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 1-40, 1938 

Box 2, Folder 26 
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Mildred C. Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 81-110, 1938 Box 2, Folder 28 

Mildred C. Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 111-150, 1938 Box 2, Folder 29 

Mildred C. Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 151-190, 1938 Box 2, Folder 30 

Mildred C. Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 191-240, 1938 Box 3, Folder 1 

Mildred C. Stoler PhD dissertation, pp. 241-305, 1938 Box 3, Folder 2 

Mildred C. Stoler résumé, circa 1939, notes on 

retirement, circa 1972 

Box 3, Folder 3 

Mildred C. Stoler professional correspondence, 1940-

1942 

Box 3, Folder 4 

Professional monographs sent to Mildred Stoler, 1940; 

1942 

Box 3, Folder 5 

National Geographic Society member materials, 1941 Box 3, Folder 6 

Mildred C. Stoler friends and colleagues, 1941-1963; 

n.d. 

Photographs, 

Folder 2 of 3 

“The Democratic element in the new Republican Party 

in Illinois, 1856-1860,” reprinted from Papers on 

Illinois History, 1942 

Box 3, Folder 7 

Family correspondence, 25 Oct. 1943 – 3 May 1945 Box 3, Folder 8 

Mildred C. Stoler professional correspondence, 1943-
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Box 3, Folder 9 
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Fred W. Stoler notes on atomic bomb test broadcast, 30 
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Box 3, Folder 11 

Malcolm R. Smith high school graduation portraits, 
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Photographs, 
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Family correspondence, 24 April 1951 – Sept. 1953 Box 3, Folder 13 
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Stoler, 1951-1952, n.d. 

Box 3, Folder 14 
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Box 3, Folder 15 

Travel correspondence, Joe Simms in Europe to 
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Box 3, Folder 16 
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Stoler, 1959-1964 

Box 3, Folder 17 
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Box 3, Folder 18 
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1982 

Box 4, Folder 2 

Mildred C. Stoler to Fred W. Stoler re: John F. 
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