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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Indiana has 92 counties, each containing a county courthouse.

Robert Deshon (20 June 1915-10 December 2007) was a Professor of Architecture,
Emeritus at the University of Cincinnati. Deshon often used slides in teaching his classes,
many of which he took himself. He photographed courthouses in Ohio, Indiana, West
Virginia, and Kentucky.

His collections are also housed in the DAAP library at the University of Cincinnati (the
library is now partially named after him: the Robert A. Deshon and Karl J. Schlachter
Library), the Ohio History Connection database, and the Ohio Historical Society Library.

Deshon noted that his "interest in courthouses was both architectural and historical."

Sources:

Ohio History Connection. Finding Aids Collection.
<http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/aids/id/8216>.

Krivickas, Jennifer. The Robert A. Deshon and Karl J. Schlachter Library for Design,
Architecture, Art, and Planning Collection Development Policy, PDF. University of
Cincinnati Libraries, 2012.
<https://www.libraries.uc.edu/content/dam/libraries/daap/Docs/CDP2012.pdf>.

Krivickas, Jennifer H. and Meyer, Elizabeth (2013) "Future or Fate: The slide collection of
the Robert A. Deshon and Karl J. Schlachter Library,” VRA Bulletin: Vol. 39 : Iss. 3,
Article 4.

Robert A. Deshon Courthouses Collection description. University of Cincinnati Digital
Collections and Repositories. < http://digital.libraries.uc.edu/collections/deshon/>.

Robert Deshon Obituary. Cincinnati Enquirer, 12 December 2007. Accessed on
Cincinnati.com. < http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/cincinnati/obituary.aspx?n=robert-
deshon&pid=150020253>.

Letter from Robert A. Deshon to Stephen J. Fletcher, Curator of Visual Collection at the
Indiana Historical Society in 1975.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains 578 color 35 mm slides. The slides are all of Indiana courthouses
from distance, up close, features, cornerstones, and plaques or related structures.

Each county courthouse has at least three slides. There are between three and eighteen
slides per courthouse and includes the Indiana State Capitol is also included among the
slides.

The collection also contains Deshon's handwritten notes on all 92 county courthouses. He
lists the county and city where the courthouse is located, the date it was constructed, and
who the architect was if he could find it. The notes were presumably for reference when
looking at the slides while teaching.

The slides are in alphabetical order by county. Almost all slides are labeled with the county
and city of the courthouse.
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CONTENTS
Adams County — Fountain County

Franklin County — Huntington County

Jackson County — Miami County

Monroe County — Steuben County start

Steuben County end — Whitley County

Robert Deshon's class notes

CONTAINER

35 mm slides:
Box 1, Folder 1

35 mm slides:
Box 1, Folder 2

35 mm slides:
Box 1, Folder 3

35 mm slides:
Box 1, Folder 4

35 mm slides:
Box 1, Folder 5

Manuscripts:
Folder 1
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