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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In 2014 the Indiana Historical Society began the Indiana LGBT Collecting Initiative to
collect, preserve, and make accessible materials that document the rich history, tradition,
and culture of Indiana’s LGBT communities. Part of the collecting initiative includes the
Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. During the time period of 2014-
2015, interviews were conducted of individuals, couples and families from all walks of life
in the Central Indiana area. This collection centers around the oral history interview of Phil
Denton conducted by Mark Lee on January 7, 2015.

Phil Denton (1956-2017) grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana. Although he knew from a
young age he was attracted to men, he was in the military for three and a half years before
he became aware of other gay men around him. Phil was the second person hired at Our
Place, a prominent gay bar in Indianapolis. He became the owner of Our Place in 1992 and
retained that position through this interview in 2015. Phil renamed Our Place to Greg’s
Our Place in honor of his former partner, longtime friend, and co-owner of the bar,
Gregory Powers, who died in 2002 of HIV/AIDS. Phil resided in Indianapolis, Indiana,
until his death in June 2017.

Sources:
Information found in the collection.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The interview was transcribed from one video recorded interview This manuscript was
transcribed from a digitally recorded interview conducted on January 7, 2015, at the home
of Phil Denton in Indianapolis, Indiana. The interview was conducted by Mark Lee who
was contracted by IHS for the project from 2014 to 2015. DIC was contracted by the IHS
to transcribe the interview in February 2016. The interview, which includes the video
recording and the transcript, is housed at the William H. Smith Memorial Library, Eugene
and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center. The video recorded interview is approximately
two hours long and is recorded on 2 DVDs.

The collection includes one manuscript folder with the newspaper articles related to Phil
Denton, Greg's Our Place, and LGBT life in Indianapolis, Indiana. The folder also includes
a copy of the interview transcription. The following is an index to the oral history
transcript listing the topics discussed and the pages on which they can be found.

TRANSCRIPT

Introduction to Phil Denton/GroWiNg UP........cceceeueeieneeniinie e 3

FIguring OUt NS SEXUAIITY........cveiieeieciecieee e 4-5
Going to first gay bar, Deja vu in Indianapolis/experience in the military................ 6
Coming out and starting to work at Our Place (Greg's Our Place)...........cccccveunenne. 8-9
Meeting Nis PArNEr GIrEJ........oieiiiiieiiesieee ettt 10
MOVING IN WITH GIeQ.....eeivieie et 11
Denton and Greg's relationship/Moving to LoS Angeles.........cccooeveiiiiniieniennnn, 13
Finding out that Greg was HIV positive/protesting..........cccccvvvevieevesieeniesiesnesieenns 15
PUrchasing Our PIACE. .......ccoiuiiieiiee e 16
Greg's death IN 2002..........ccviiieiiee e nres 18
ACT UP protests in San FranCiSCO........coiuriiiirieeiieiie e sieesee e 21-22
Working with Cleve Jones/Participating in the AIDS Walk................ccccooenneee. 24-25
Fundraising efforts at Greg's for AIDS and Indiana Youth Group..................... 26-27
AIDS Memorial in Crown Hill CEemMEetery..........cocovveiiiie i 28
Renaming the bar "Our P1ace™ t0 Greg'S.......ccuuvviiiiiireiie e 30-31
RENOVALIONS @1 GIJ'S. . ecuviiieeieeriesieesieeieseesie e steeste e sreeste e sreesteaneesreeseesneesreenseas 33
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Finding out about Greg being HIV POSITIVE. .......ccoviiiii i, 34

HIV 1€SHING PrOCESS. . .vveveeieeiecee st etestee et te et e et e e e ae e sreeresneesnaenean 37
Processing friends' death due to AIDS...........cooiiiriiiien e 38-41
Relationships with other key members of the Indianapolis LGBT community.......43
SNOOLING AL GIEJ'S...eevieiieeiieetie sttt ettt sb e nreas 44-45
Changes in the Indianapolis LGBT COMMUNILY........ccccoeiiiiiiierece e 47
Working with the Bag Ladies TOUN.........ccoviiiiiiiieecie e 48-49
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