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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Sunday schools were part of an informal network of free schools operated by various religious and philanthropic
groups to provide rudimentary education to children of the poor. Depending on their sponsorship and frequency of
meeting, these schools placed more or less emphasis on religious and moral instruction. They were created in England
around the year 1780, and by the 1790s there were several in the United States.

The schools taught proper behavior, enforced cleanliness, provided Sunday clothing, and reprimanded children for
lying, swearing, talking in an indecent manner, or other misbehavior. All emphasized religious instruction over reading
and writing, although most taught the later subjects as a means of instilling the former.

Sources:

Hartman, Grover L. A school for God’s people: a history of the Sunday School movement in Indiana. Indianapolis:
Central Pub., 1980. General Collection: BV1513 .A2 165 1980

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection is a log written by Edmund Hus, the clerk from a Sunday school in Perrysburg, Adams Township,
Miami County, Indiana. The first entry in the log is of the organization of the school on 16 April 1853. People met at
Coners School House where positions of Librarian, Superintendent, and Vice Superintendent were elected, and the
next meeting was scheduled for the first Sunday in May at ten o’clock. Other information in the book includes the
students in each class and who the teacher was. The majority of the ledger is entries about what was covered on
Sundays and totals for the number of girls and boys in attendance. The book also contains information on soldiers from
Miami County, who served in the Civil War.
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CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://opac.indianahistory.org/
2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4. Search for the collection by its basic call number Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case,
SC 2782).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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