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COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF 
COLLECTION:

1 manuscript box, 1 bound volume, and one folder of visual
material

COLLECTION 
DATES:

1923–28

PROVENANCE: Gift, 27 July 1998
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RESTRICTIONS:  

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.

ALTERNATE 
FORMATS:
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HOLDINGS:

None

ACCESSION 
NUMBER:

1998.0913

NOTES:  

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Mary E. J. and Fritz Schaefer operated the Schaefer Frame Manufacturing Company in Indianapolis.  Fritz (1888–
1980) was a native of Wiesbaden, Germany.  He graduated from Cologne University before immigrating to the United
States in 1922.  He came to Indianapolis and began working in the framing factory of H. Lieber and Company.  In
1923, Fritz and Mary (d. 1980) were married.

After the Lieber factory closed (ca. 1939), the Schaefers founded their own company.  The company is listed in Polk's
Indianapolis City Directory until 1958.  The Schaefers were members of the Portfolio Club from 1956 to 1980.

Sources: Material in the collection.  Indiana Biography Series. Vol. 91, p. 61.  Polk's Indianapolis City Directory.  The
Portfolio Centennial (F534. I55 P67 1990).

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of two diaries and a scrapbook belonging to Mary E. J. Schaefer.  The first diary is entitled
"Our Wedding Trip."  It was originally written in 1923, and this copy was presented to Fritz Schaefer on his 36th

birthday the following year.  A label from the 18th Indiana Artists Exhibition (1925) at the John Herron Art Institute
was laid into the diary.  Fritz Schaefer is listed as the artist; the title of the artwork is Santa Maria.

The 1928 diary and scrapbook detail Mary Schaefer's trip to France, Germany and Holland (January–July 1928),
which included a visit to Fritz's family in Wiesbaden.  The diary records Mary's impressions and activities, while the
scrapbook contains photographs, postcards, telegrams, programs, and other mementos.  A telegram and a photograph
of an unidentified man were laid into the scrapbook.  These are located in folder 3.
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CONTENTS CONTAINER
Diaries, 1923, 1928 Folder 1

Label laid into 1923 Diary Folder 2



1928 Scrapbook BV 3278

Label laid into 1928 Scrapbook Folder 3

B&W Photograph laid into 1928 Scrapbook Visual Collections:
Photographs, Folder 1

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://157.91.92.2/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0727).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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