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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  

COLLECTION: 

5 manuscript boxes, 5 oversize manuscript folders, 1 flat file 

folder, 1 folder color slides, 1 folder of photographs, 1 cold 

storage color photographs folder, 1 folder OVB Photographs, 4 

DVDs, 2 videocassettes, 25 printed items, 5 artifacts 

COLLECTION  

DATES: 

1977-2007 

PROVENANCE: Gift of Mary Byrne, Paducah, KY 

RESTRICTIONS: Materials in cold storage need at least 4 hours to acclimate, so 

patrons should call ahead if they wish to view materials that 

are in cold storage. 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  

RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 

must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  

FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  

HOLDINGS: 

Mary Byrne and Tammara Tracy Oral History Interview, 

SC3331 

ACCESSION  

NUMBER: 

2018.0274 

NOTES:  
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Mary Byrne (b. July 1, 1951) grew up in Rushville, Indiana before moving to Chicago, 

Illinois when she was a teenager. She attended college at Eastern Illinois University and 

came back to the Indianapolis after she graduated. She began her career working as a 

counselor at an organization called Stopover, which served youth who had run away from 

home. In the mid-1970s, after attending the Michigan Women’s Music Festival, she was 

inspired to find or organize a space for women’s music and community in Indianapolis. 

The result of this pursuit was the Labyris bar, opened in 1979, and located at 631 E. 

Michigan St. downtown Indianapolis. The Labyris hosted concerts, open mic nights, pool 

tournaments, Euchre nights, discussion groups, and even coffeehouse nights where no 

alcoholic beverages were served. Byrne’s other entrepreneurial pursuit was Out Word 

Bound bookstore, which was owned in part by her wife, Tammara Tracy, and Byrne joined 

the business as the manager in 2005. Out Word Bound was located at 625 N. East Street in 

Indianapolis and catered to the LGBTQ community with books, music, gifts, and was also 

a community gathering and concert space. In 2008, Byrne became the Executive Director 

of Indiana Youth Group, an organization which provides a safe haven for LGBTQ youth in 

the state. In addition to these professional pursuits, Byrne devoted time to producing the 

National Women’s Music Festival in Bloomington and Muncie Indiana. Byrne and her 

wife Tammara have also been active in political organizing on behalf of the LGBTQ 

community. They were early members of GIFA, or the Greater Indianapolis Fairness 

Alliance, which would eventually morph into the Indiana Equality organization. Mary 

Byrne and Tammara Tracy were married in their Quaker meeting in 2004 and they had 

their union legally recognized in 2014. Byrne retired from Indiana Youth Group in 2017 

and relocated with Tammara to Paducah, Kentucky.  

Sources: 

Materials in the collection. 

“Indiana Youth Group Names New Executive Director.” NUVO. 21 July 2017.  

https://www.nuvo.net/slash/indiana-youth-group-names-new-executive-

director/article_95dcd002-6e40-11e7-9881-87a0a4816e7b.html 

 

 

https://www.nuvo.net/slash/indiana-youth-group-names-new-executive-director/article_95dcd002-6e40-11e7-9881-87a0a4816e7b.html
https://www.nuvo.net/slash/indiana-youth-group-names-new-executive-director/article_95dcd002-6e40-11e7-9881-87a0a4816e7b.html
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains manuscripts, photographs, publications, and artifacts from Mary 

Byrne’s professional, artistic, and political pursuits during her time living in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. The collection is divided into series that reflect each of these topics and is 

arranged chronologically.   

Series 1 contains papers, color slides and artifacts related to two of Byrne’s businesses, the 

Labyris bar and Out Word Bound Bookstore. This includes slide images showing the 

renovations Byrne did on the Labyris space before it opened as well as some of the 

performances that took place there and the monthly newsletters and calendars she 

designed, wrote, and mailed out to bar patrons to keep them apprised of goings on at the 

bar.  

Series 2 contains papers related to Byrne’s activities as a political activist and community 

organizer for the LGBTQ community. There are a few newsletters and papers from the late 

1970s and early 1980s from both LGBTQ and feminist groups’ social and political 

organizing. The rest of the series documents Byrne’s role in the formation of GIFA, the 

Greater Indianapolis Fairness Alliance, which organized around 2002 when a measure to 

recognize domestic partnerships was put forward in the City-County Council, and the 

records continue through 2006, when Byrne needed to scale back on political activities.  

Series 3 and Series 4 document Byrne’s involvement with music, theatre and writing. For 

seventeen years, Byrne produced the National Women’s Music Festival, and Series 3 

contains festival programs and posters. Additionally, Series 4 contains the I Know You 

Know magazine, where Byrne was the managing editor from 1984-1985.  
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SERIES CONTENTS 

Series 1: Business Papers 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Hiatus Logo Details, ca. 1970s Box 1, Folder 1 

Origins of the Name Labyris, ca. 1970s-1980s Box 1, Folder 2 

“Give That Woman A Blue Ribbon” Beer Sign, ca. 

1970s-1980s 

OM0744 

Folder 1 of 5 

Labyris Concert Posters, ca. 1970s-1980s [Barbara 

Bell, Donna Jones, Meg Christian, Holly Near] 

OM0744 

Folder 2 of 5 

 

Labyris Sign [hung in back of the stage], ca. 1970s-

1980s 

Artifacts: 

2018.0274 

[Use digital file] 

 

Cloth Pouch Printed with Labyris Logo, ca. 1970s-

1980s 

Artifacts: 

2018.0274 

Stationery/Logo for Labyris, ca. 1970s-1980s Box 1, Folder 3 

Purchase Papers, Labyris, 1978 Box 1, Folder 4 

Start Up Papers, Labyris, 1978-1979 Box 1, Folder 5 

Weekly Cash Flow, Labyris, 1978-1979 Box 1, Folder 6 

Weekly “To Do” Lists, ca. 1978-1981 (1 of 2) Box 1, Folder 7 

Weekly “To Do” Lists, ca. 1978-1981 (2 of 2) Box 1, Folder 8 

Bar Construction/Remodel Plans, Labyris, ca. 1979 Box 1, Folder 9 

Membership Letter and Cards, Labyris, ca. 1979 Box 1, Folder 10 

[Cleaning and Renovations Prior to Labyris Opening; 

Performers at Labyris including Margie Adam, June 

Millington, Linda Tillery, Mary Watkins, Vicki 

Randle, and Barb Bell], 1979 

Visual Collections: 

Cold Storage 

Color Slides 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Correspondence, Club Permits, Labyris, 1979 Box 1, Folder 11 

Labyris Circle Ceremony and Opening, 23 March 

1979 

Box 1, Folder 12 
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Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1979 Box 1, Folder 13 

Drink Price Lists and Recipes, Labyris, 1979-1982 Box 1, Folder 14 

List of Concerts and Productions, Labyris, 1979-1983 Box 1, Folder 15 

Bar Instruction Book, Labyris, ca. 1980s Box 1, Folder 16 

Labyris First Birthday Card [signed by customers], 

1980 

OM0744 

Folder 2 of 5 

Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1980 Box 1, Folder 17 

A Personal Perspective Re: Labyris Revue, 1980 Box 1, Folder 18 

Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1981 Box 1, Folder 19 

Advertisements and Menu, Labyris, ca. 1981-1983 Box 2, Folder 1 

Labyris Pool Tournament Plaque, 1981-1983 Artifacts:  

2018.0274 

 

Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1982 Box 2, Folder 2 

Planning and Invitations, Labyris Third Birthday 

Party, 1982 

Box 2, Folder 3 

Periodicals/Mailings for Advertising, Labyris, 1982-

1983 

Box 2, Folder 4 

Advertisement and Production Meeting Notes, Labyris 

Revue, 1983 

Box 2, Folder 5 

Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1983 Box 2, Folder 6 

Mary K. Graf’s Labyris Collage [photocopy], ca. 1984 Box 2, Folder 7 

Labyris Monthly Calendar and Newsletter, 1984 Box 2, Folder 8 

Labyris Closing Celebration, 1984 Box 2, Folder 9 

Correspondence and Agreements, Sale of Labyris, 

1984 

Box 2, Folder 10 

Business Plan, Out Word Bound, 1998-2001 Box 2, Folder 11 
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Out Word Bound Autographed Performance/Concert 

Posters, ca. 2000s [Katie Sawicki, Ellis, Pamela 

Means, Mark Weigle, Sister Spit, Kym Tuvin, 

Michelle Malone & LB1 Kanobi, Martine Locke, 

Aerin Tedesco & Andrea Bunch] 

OM 0744 

Folder 3 of 5 

Out Word Bound T-Shirt, ca. 2000s Artifacts,  

2018.0274 

 

Out Word Bound Logo Sign, ca. 2000s (Use digital file) 

Artifacts, 

2018.0274 

 

Marketing Plans and Advertisements, Out Word 

Bound, ca. 2005-2007 

Box 2, Folder 12 

ABACUS Survey Results, 2006 Box 2, Folder 13 

Print Advertising Information, Out Word Bound, ca. 

2007 

Box 2, Folder 14 

Correspondence, Event Partnerships, Out Word 

Bound, 2007 

Box 2, Folder 15 

Series 2: Political Organizing 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Schedule, Gay People’s Union, n.d. Box 3, Folder 1  

Promotional Materials and Organizational Documents, 

Indiana Coalition for Human Rights, 1977 

Box 3, Folder 2 

Program, Indiana Gay-Lesbian Conference, ca. 1981 Box 3, Folder 3 

Agenda, Indiana Lesbian/Gay State Conference and 

Lesbian/Gay Freedom Week, 1981 

Box 3, Folder 4 

Media Campaign Donations and Planning Documents, 

Pride Week, 1981 

Box 3, Folder 5 

Flyers, Women’s Events, 1981-1984 Box 3, Folder 6 

Correspondence, Justice, Inc., 1982 Box 3, Folder 7 

Conference Publications, National NOW Conference, 

1982 

Box 3, Folder 8 
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Contacts and Stage Direction, National NOW 

Conference, 1982 

Box 3, Folder 9 

Indiana Feminists Directory, 1982 Box 3, Folder 10 

Minutes, Clippings and Correspondence, Indianapolis 

Lesbian/Gay Coalition, 1982-1983 

Box 3, Folder 11 

Pride Celebration, 1992 VHS Storage 

Travel Arrangements, Women’s Bus to March on 

Washington, 1993 

Box 3, Folder 12 

Clippings, Political Activities, 1999-2005 Box 3, Folder 13 

Fact Sheets, GIFA, ca. 2000s Box 3, Folder 14  

Graphics and Logos, GIFA, ca. 2000s Box 3, Folder 15 

How-to-Help List, GIFA, ca. 2000s Box 3, Folder 16 

Organization Information Sheets, GIFA, ca. 2000s Box 3, Folder 17 

Targeted State House Districts, GIFA, ca. 2000s Flat File: 16-f 

Correspondence, Education Working Group, Marion 

County-Indianapolis Coalition, 2002 

Box 3, Folder 18 

Correspondence and Meeting Agenda, City of 

Indianapolis Domestic Partnership Benefits Proposed 

Ordinance, 2002 

Box 3, Folder 19 

Minutes and Correspondence, Meeting Logistics 

Subcommittee, Marion County-Indianapolis Coalition, 

2002 

Box 3, Folder 20 

Proposal and Amendments, Domestic Partnership 

Benefits Research, 2002 

Box 3, Folder 21 

Recording, Hearing for Domestic Partnership 

Benefits, 23 July 2002 

VHS Storage 

Testimony for Domestic Partnership Benefits, 2002 Box 4, Folder 1 

Minutes and Correspondence, Steering Committee, 

Marion County-Indianapolis Coalition, 2002-2003 

Box 4, Folder 2 

Strategy, GIFA, ca. 2003 Box 4, Folder 3 
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Candidate Survey, GIFA, 2003 (1 of 2) Box 4, Folder 4 

Candidate Survey, GIFA, 2003 (2 of 2) Box 4, Folder 5 

Correspondence, GIFA Candidate Surveys, 2003 Box 4, Folder 6 

Minutes, Structure Working Group, GIFA, 2003 Box 4, Folder 7 

Indianapolis City-County Council Districts and 

Precincts, 2003-2005 

Box 4, Folder 8 

“Answers to Questions About Marriage Equality”, 

Human Rights Campaign, ca. 2004 

Box 4, Folder 9 

“Equality Toolkit for Securing LGBT Rights”, ca. 

2004 

Box 4, Folder 10 

Register and Voter Stickers, ca. 2004 Box 4, Folder 11 

Agenda and Handouts, “Election 2004: Engaging 

Uncommitted Voters Workshop”  

Box 4, Folder 12 

Candidate Surveys, GIFA, 2004 Box 4, Folder 13 

“I Pledge To Vote” Lists, 2004 Box 4, Folder 14 

Meetup Tools, Human Rights Campaign, 2004 Box 4, Folder 15 

Voter’s Guide, GIFA, 2004 Box 4, Folder 16 

Indiana State Legislature Districts, ca. 2004-2006 Box 4, Folder 17 

Indiana Voter Registration Information, GIFA, 2004-

2006 

Box 4, Folder 18 

Notes and Lists, GIFA, 2004-2006 Box 4, Folder 19 

SJR-7 Petitions, Indiana Equality, ca. 2005 Box 4, Folder 20 

Correspondence, GIFA Website, 2005 Box 4, Folder 21 

Human Rights Ordinance Organizing, GIFA, 2005 Box 4, Folder 22 

Information Packet, SJR-7 Campaign Planning 

Retreat, 2005 

Box 4, Folder 23 

Minutes, Indiana Equality Subcommittee for Region 

8, 2005-2006 

Box 5, Folder 1 
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Handouts and Agenda, Indiana Equality and Human 

Rights Campaign Organizing Convention, 2006 

Box 5, Folder 2 

The State of the Family, Human Rights Campaign, 

2006 

Box 5, Folder 3 

Candidate Survey, GIFA, 2006 Box 5, Folder 4 

Candidate Survey, Indiana Fairness Network, 2007 Box 5, Folder 5 

Series 3: Music and Theater 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Flyer, “The Creatrix” Indianapolis’s First All 

Wimmins Multi-Media Production by Annabea 

McKinley, n.d. 

Box 5, Folder 6 

Posters, Branching OUT Productions, n.d. [Cris 

Williamson, Teresa Trull, Barbara Higbie, Tret Fure, 

Jeannette Wraite, Carrie Barton, Kate Clinton] 

OM 0744 

Folder 5 of 5 

[Unidentified Woman Playing Guitar], ca. 1970s Visual Collections: 

OVB Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Stationery and Event Flyers, Hiatus…for 

Womanspace, ca. 1978 

Box 5, Folder 7 

Programs, National Women’s Music Festival, 1982, 

1986, 1988, 1990 

Box 5, Folder 8 

Kate Niles Photography Greeting Card, ca. 1982 Visual Collections: 

Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Catalogs, Helaine Victoria Press, 1986-1989 OM0744 

Folder 4 of 5 

 

Correspondence and Folio, Helaine Victoria Press, 

Inc., 1984 

Box 5, Folder 9 

Posters, National Women’s Music Festival, 1988; 

1994; 1999 

OM 0744 

Folder 5 of 5 

Production Recording, Dos Lesbos by Terri Baum, 

June 1991 

DVD 2306 
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Production Recording, Last Summer at Bluefish Cove 

by Jane Chambers, January 1997 

DVD 2307 

Production Recording, Girl Party by David Dillon and 

Virginia Smiley, August 1997 

DVD 2308 

Production Recording, Cradle & All by Ellen Cooper, 

August 1998 

DVD 2309 

Cast Photos, Lesbian Theater [Indianapolis], 1991-

1998 

Visual Collections: 

Cold Storage 

Color Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Programs and Reviews, Lesbian Theater 

[Indianapolis], 1991-1998 

Box 5, Folder 10 

Correspondence, National Women’s Music Festival 

Grant Proposal, 1993-1994 

Box 5, Folder 11 

Programs, National Women’s Music Festival, 1993-

1996 

Box 5, Folder 12 

Programs, National Women’s Music Festival, 1997-

2000 

Box 5, Folder 13 

Series 4: Publications 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Book List, Rainbows of Life Bookstore Ft. Wayne, 

n.d. 

Box 5, Folder 14 

Programs and News Releases, The Woman’s Touch, 

1978-1979 

Box 5, Folder 15 

Newsletters, Womankind Center, 1981-1983 Box 5, Folder 16 

Trois Newsletter [GLO at Ft. Wayne, Inc.], January 

1982 

Box 5, Folder 17 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, December 

1984 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, January 

1985 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 
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I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, February 

1985 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, March 

1985 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, April/May 

1985 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, June 1985 General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

 

I Know You Know: Lesbian Views & News, December 

1985 

General Collection: 

HQ75. I4 

Catalogs and Newsletters, Dreams and Swords 

Bookstore, 1988-1992 

Box 5, Folder 18 

Lavender Visions, April/May 1989 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, June/July 1989 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, August/September 1989 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, October/November 1989 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, December 1989/January 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, February/March 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, April/May 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Summer 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Fall 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Winter 1990 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 
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Lavender Visions, Spring 1991 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Summer 1991 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Fall 1991 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Winter 1991 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Spring 1992 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Fall 1992 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Winter 1992 General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Lavender Visions, Spring 1993  General Collection: 

HQ75. L3 

 

Newsletter, Womyn to Womyn, 2001 [Edinburgh, 

Indiana] 

Box 5, Folder 19 
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