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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Lurene Tuttle, born in Pleasant Lake, Indiana, was an actress who worked on stage, on radio, 

in movies, and on television. She began her career as a child actress and was never out of 

work for the rest of her life. She was considered among the most versatile of actors. She was 

awarded two stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame: one for radio, at 1760 Vine Street, and 

another for television at 7011 Hollywood Boulevard. 

Lurene Tuttle was born on 29 August 1907 in Steuben County to Clair Vivien Tuttle and 

Verna Sylvia Long Tuttle. Her father had performed in minstrel shows, and his father, Frank 

Tuttle, had at one time been a drama teacher and managed an opera house in Angola, in 

Steuben County. The Tuttle family soon left Indiana. At the time of the 1910 census, they 

were living in Kern County, California, where Clair worked as a railroad agent. They did 

not stay there long and moved to a ranch in Maricopa County, Arizona, where Lurene grew 

up. She had some acting lessons in Phoenix. They were still in Arizona at the time of the 

1920 census, but then moved to Monrovia, Los Angeles County, California, when Lurene 

was 15. She graduated from Monrovia High School.  

Lurene married Melville Ruick (1898-1972) on 7 April 1928. At the time of their wedding, 

he was a theater orchestra leader in San Pedro. They met when he was leading the orchestra 

at a Long Beach theater, and she was acting in a play there. At the time of the 1930 census, 

the couple lived with her parents in Monrovia. At that time, both of them   were listed as 

actors, and Lurene’s parents had a grocery business.  

On 23 December 1932, Lurene gave birth to a daughter, Barbara. The 1940 census lists 

Lurene as an actress and Melville as a radio announcer in the Los Angeles area. Sometime 

in the 1940s, Lurene and Melville divorced.  The 1950 census shows Lurene and Barbara 

living together in Los Angeles.  

In her early career, Lurene performed with stock theater companies in San Antonio, Texas; 

Los Angeles and San Francisco in California; Salt Lake City, Utah; and Portland, Oregon. 

Her first radio role was opposite Dick Powell in a program called Hollywood Hotel. 

Continuing on radio, she played Effie, the secretary to Sam Spade, played by Howard Duff. 

She went on to work with Orson Welles and Dick Haymes and was a regular on popular 

programs such as Ozzie and Harriet, Duffy’s Tavern, Dr. Christian, The Great Gildersleeve, 

and One Man’s Family. Lurene was referred to as the “First Lady of Radio.” 

She performed in numerous Lux Theater shows opposite such stars as Paul Muni, Gary 

Cooper, Cary Grant, James Stewart, Joan Crawford, and Leslie Howard. She recalled that 

the big stars would be paid five thousand dollars, and she would be paid fifty-five dollars. 

She worked on the Red Skelton radio show for many years, playing the mother of Skelton’s 

Mean Widdle Kid character. In 1951, she performed with James Dean on a radio program 

called Alias Jane Doe. After Dean’s death, she became a member of the board of trustees of 

the James Dean Foundation. 

In her first movie role, Lurene played a stenographer in Shirley Temple’s 1934 film, Stand 

Up and Cheer!  She went on to appear in more than fifty movies, including Heaven Only 

Knows with Robert Cummings; Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House with Cary Grant 

and Myrna Loy; Macbeth with Orson Welles; Tomorrow is Another Day with Ruth Roman; 

Room for One More with Cary Grant and Betsy Drake; Don’t Bother to Knock with Marilyn 
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Monroe, Richard Widmark, and Anne Bancroft; Niagara with Marilyn Monroe and Joseph 

Cotten; Sweet Smell of Success with Burt Lancaster and Tony Curtis; Alfred Hitchcock’s 

Psycho with Anthony Perkins and Janet Leigh; The Ghost and Mr. Chicken with Don Knotts; 

and The Fortune Cookie with Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau. 

From 1953–55, Lurene was a regular on the television series, Life with Father, with Leon 

Ames and Marion Ross. She was a regular on another series with Leon Ames, Father of the 

Bride, from 1961–62.  Lurene was a regular on the groundbreaking television series, Julia, 

starring Diahann Carroll, in which she played nurse Hannah Yarby from 1968–70. 

Lurene also made guest appearances on many television series, including The George Burns 

and Gracie Allen Show, I Love Lucy, The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet, My Friend 

Flicka, The Bob Cummings Show, The Adventures of Jim Bowie, Have Gun – Will Travel, 

Wanted: Dead or Alive, The Real McCoys, Wagon Train, Dennis the Menace, Grand Jury, 

The Asphalt Jungle, Rawhide, Leave It to Beaver, Hazel, Dr. Kildare, The Danny Thomas 

Show, Burke’s Law, The Andy Griffith Show, The Twilight Zone, The Munsters, My Favorite 

Martian, I Dream of Jeannie, Perry Mason, Bonanza, The Beverly Hillbillies, Judd for the 

Defense, Petticoat Junction, My Three Sons, The Name of the Game, Mod Squad, The Mary 

Tyler Moore Show, The Partridge Family, Gunsmoke, Adam-12, Mannix, Medical Center, 

Little House on the Prairie, Alice, Charlie’s Angels, The Dukes of Hazzard, Fantasy Island, 

Barnaby Jones, Hart to Hart, Dynasty, The Love Boat, St. Elsewhere; Trapper John, M.D.; 

and Murder, She Wrote. 

Lurene Tuttle died on 28 May 1986 in Encino, California. She was buried in Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park in Glendale, California. 

Lurene’s daughter, Barbara Ruick, also became an actress. She started acting on radio and 

television while still a student at Hollywood High School. Her first movie role was in 1952’s 

Invitation, with Van Johnson, Dorothy McGuire, and Ruth Roman. She was also in 

Scaramouche with Stewart Granger, Eleanor Parker, Janet Leigh, and Mel Ferrer; The Band 

Wagon with Fred Astaire, Cyd Charisse, Oscar Levant, and Nanette Fabray; Carousel with 

Shirley Jones and Gordon MacRae; and California Split with George Segal and Elliott 

Gould.   

Barbara appeared on such television shows as The Dennis Day Show, The Johnny Carson 

Show (before Carson hosted The Tonight Show), and The Red Skelton Hour. She also 

appeared in the made-for-television movie, Cinderella, with Lesley Ann Warren, Ginger 

Rogers, Walter Pidgeon, and Celeste Holm. 

Barbara’s third husband was composer John Williams, with whom she had a daughter and  

two sons: Jennifer, Mark, and Joseph. Joseph Williams was the lead singer in the band Toto 

and the singing voice of the adult Simba in Disney’s The Lion King. Mark Towner Williams 

is a recording artist and music producer. Barbara died in 1974 from a cerebral hemorrhage 

in Reno, Nevada, while working on the film California Split. Her remains are at Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park in Glendale. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection consists of two black-and-white photographs of Indiana native and actress 

Lurene Tuttle. One shows her with her daughter, actress Barbara Ruick, and the other shows 

her with actor Howard Duff. Both are photographs used by the BBDO News Bureau of New 

York City, with the date of 29 August 1948 stamped on the back. The photographs were 

likely taken some time during 1948. 
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Lurene Tuttle seated at a piano with her daughter, 

Barbara Ruick, playing a duet. (BBDO News Bureau 

photograph, 1948). 
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Lurene Tuttle standing with actor Howard Duff, both 

holding scripts. (BBDO News Bureau photograph, 

1948, with caption, “Enjoying a joke during a pause in 

the rehearsals of The Adventures of Sam Spade….”) 
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