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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Mercer Montgomery Mance was born in 1910 in Beaufort, South Carolina. He received his
secondary education at Allen University in Columbia, a school co-founded by his
grandfather and namesake, Mercer Montgomery Mance. His parents were Robert Weston
Mance and Elizabeth [Grimes] Mance; his father was an AME minister and educator,
while his mother was a schoolteacher and homemaker for the five Mance children: Evelyn
(called Sa), Robert, Jr., Charity (called Chat), Lilla Nerissa, and Mercer.

Mercer M. Mance attended college at Howard University, graduating in 1931, and Harvard
University Law School, graduating in 1934. Beginning in 1935, he practiced law in
Indianapolis. Thereafter he held many positions, including public defender, referee for
juvenile court, city attorney, and finally, in 1958, became the first Black judge elected in
Indiana.

Mercer Mance was a veteran of World War 11, a trustee of Bethel AME Church in
Indianapolis, and served on numerous boards, including that of the Fall Creek YMCA.

In 1951, he married Mary Kathalyn Stuart, always called Kathalyn or Kay by friends.

Kathalyn Stuart Mance was born in 1919 in Indianapolis. She graduated from Crispus
Attucks High School in 1937 and earned a degree in social work from Ohio State
University. Her parents were Mae Lewellyn [Stokes] Stuart and William Weir Stuart; her
mother was a teacher originally from Darke County, Ohio, but who attended Muncie
Normal School in Muncie, Indiana, and Earlham College in Richmond. There is some
indication that Mae Stokes was adopted. She was raised by William H. Stokes and Emily
McCoy Stokes. Kathalyn’s father was a dentist in Indianapolis who, as a young man,
worked as the personal valet to bandleader John Philip Sousa and toured the world with
him. This couple had nine children: boys Edwin, Charles, Joseph, Marion, and Weir, and
girls Jane, Emily, Kathalyn, and Natalie.

Kathalyn Stuart Mance pursued a career in social work and did her fieldwork at the Phyllis
Wheatley YWCA. Beginning in 1942, she served as a case worker for the Marion County
Department of Public Welfare. From 1974 to 1984, she was a social administrator for the
Indianapolis Metropolitan School District. She was a member of the Klique Club, the Gay
Northeasterners, the Progressive Mother’s Club, and served as district chair for the
American Cancer Society’s April Crusade.

Mercer and Kathalyn Mance had two children, Stuart Montgomery Mance, born about
1957, and Charity Kathalyn (called Kathy), born about 1962. Mercer passed away in 1990
and Kathalyn followed in 1994.

Sources:
Materials in the collection
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of two accessions from 2016, one chiefly made up of Mercer
Mance material, and the other Kathalyn Stuart Mance material. It has been arranged in
three series, keeping those distinctions largely intact. The processor moved items from one
group to the other in very few cases, and only when the item’s creator was clearly the other
individual. Series 111 consists of materials postdating the deaths of Mercer and Kathalyn
Mance and is titled for their daughter and primary donor of the collection, Kathy Mance
O’Brian.

Series | is Mercer Mance materials, including items of both professional and personal
nature. One highlight is a receipt book from 1964, when Mance was working as an
attorney. Other highlights include materials from three US presidential inaugurations,
which have been unframed for conservation purposes, and records from two legal
complaints made by Mance himself. One comes from an incident in 1949 when an
Indianapolis police officer mistook Kathalyn for a white woman, a common occurrence
due to her fair complexion and naturally wavy blonde hair, and then harassed and unjustly
arrested the couple along with their friends. Mance filed a petition to have the officer
immediately fired. Then in 1957, a group of “young white men” repeatedly targeted the
Mance home with harassment and vandalism. The collection includes a detailed detective’s
report about the incidents.

Series Il is Kathalyn Stuart Mance materials. Highlights from this series include Stuart
family photographs dating back to the 1870s. Handwritten on one photograph of William
H. Stokes are the words “Mom’s adoptive father.” Also included are some books given to
William W. Stuart Sr. by John Philip Sousa and signed by him, as well as Stuart’s account
book from a tour with Sousa in 1903. The book lists expenses paid by Stuart on Sousa’s
behalf in New York, Paris, and cities in England and Ireland. Also included in Series Il are
many photographs of Kathalyn and her family members. Lastly, a 1927 issue of the
Crispus Attucks High School annual The Attucks, believed to be the first issue to be
published.
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SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Mercer Mance

CONTENTS
Letter, D.O.W. Holmes to Bison staff, 1931

Admission to Bar certificate, 1935

Honorable Discharge certificate for Mercer Mance,
US Army (negative, photocopy), 1945

Petition for Indianapolis police officer dismissal, 1949

Pamphlet, “Communist Influence Among Negroes—
Fact or Illusion?” 1949

Statement of candidacy, circa 1950
Court summons postcards, 1954-1956
Democratic Party handbills, 1955-1966

Mercer and Kathalyn Mance at party with Brewers,
Halls, others, circa 1955

Invitations, 1956-1990
Police reports, vandalism and harassment, 1957
Election materials, 1958

Artifact: Ribbon, Assistant Sgt.-At-Arms, Indiana
Democratic State Convention, 1958

Personal correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1958-
1974, n.d.

Mercer Mance with wife and child(ren), circa 1958-
1962

Letters, Joseph W. Barr to Mercer Mance, 1959

Letters, John F. Kennedy to Mercer Mance, 1959

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

OM 0789
Folder 1 of 5

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3

Box 1, Folder 4

Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6

Box 1, Folder 7

OVB Photographs:

Folder 2 of 2
Box 1, Folder 8
Box 1, Folder 9
Box 1, Folder 10

Box 5

Box 1, Folder 11

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 12

Box 1, Folder 13

Page 4



List, Indiana Democratic Club officers and
committees, 1959

Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1960-
1963

Drawings and specs for proposed office building, 800
N. West St., 1960

Letters of employment recommendation and requests
of the same, 1961-1978

Unframed inauguration materials, John F. Kennedy,
1961

“Personal File” scrapbook of Mercer Mance, 1962-
1964

Mercer Mance on the bench and other professional
photographs

Group photographs including Mercer Mance

Social/candid photographs of Mercer Mance

Studio portraits of Mercer Mance

Letters, Mercer Mance to private businesses, 1963-
1964

Civil Rights pamphlets, 1963-1964

Artifact: Automobile sticker, American Negro
Emancipation Centennial, 1963

Who'’s Who in the National Bar Association, Inc.,
1963

Fair housing ordinance, circa 1964

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15

OM 0789
Folder 3 of 5

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17

Box 1, Folder 18

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 3

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

Box 1, Folder 23

Box 1, Folder 24

Box 5

General Collection:

Box 1, Folder 25



Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1964

Receipt book, Mercer Mance, 1964

Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1965

Newsletter, “Bayh-Lines from Washington,” circa
March 1965

Unframed inauguration materials, Lyndon B. Johnson,
1965

Declarations of candidacy and withdrawal, Mercer
Mance, 1966

Program, Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner, 1966

Program, Women’s Day at Bethel AME Church, 1967

Renunciation of Trust, 1968

Directory, Marion County Bar Association, 1970-1971

Funeral guestbook, Lilla N. Mance, 1973

Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1974

Election materials, 1974

Poster, Marion County Democratic ticket, 1974

Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1975-
1978

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 1, Folder 26

Box 1, Folder 27

Box 1, Folder 28

Box 2, Folder 1

Box 2, Folder 2

Box 2, Folder 3

Box 2, Folder 4

Box 2, Folder 5

Box 2, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 7

Box 2, Folder 8

Box 2, Folder 9

Box 2, Folder 10

OM 0789
FF 13-m

Box 2, Folder 11
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Application for Admission to Practice, 1977

Certificate, Admission to Supreme Court, 1977

Unframed inauguration materials, Jimmy Carter, 1977

Program, Bethel AME Church (Wash. DC) junior
choir, 1981

Marion County Bar Association awards luncheon and
seminar

Wedding invitations, Charity Kathalyn Mance and
Timothy O’Brian, 1987

Professional correspondence of Mercer Mance, 1988

“An Act Concerning the Crime of Gambling,” n.d.

Handwritten draft of letter re: Dr. Charles T.H.
Watkins, n.d.

Handwritten speech, Mercer Mance to Democrats, n.d.

Handwritten speech, Mercer Mance to Freemasons,
n.d.

Awards and recognitions

Reelection placards (3), n.d.; Indiana Distinguished
Citizen award, 1976; Resolution, Nobles Mystic
Shrine, 1990

Greeting cards

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 2, Folder 12

OM 0789
Folder 4 of 5

Box 2, Folder 13

Box 2, Folder 14

Box 2, Folder 15

Box 2, Folder 16

Box 2, Folder 17

Box 2, Folder 18

Box 2, Folder 19

Box 2, Folder 20

Box 2, Folder 21

Box 2, Folder 22

OM 0789

Folder 5 of 5

Box 2, Folder 23
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Documents re: real estate in South Carolina

Documents re: real estate in Florida

Documents re: real estate in Indianapolis

Robert Mance remarks at funeral of Bishop D.H.
Sims, n.d.

Last Will and testament of Lilla B. Robinson, 1927

Funeral program, Robert W. Mance, Jr., 1968

Report of the Death of an American Citizen, Robert
W. Mance, Jr., 1968

Obituary, Robert W. Mance, Sr., n.d.

Funeral programs, Kidd family, 1972-1999

Newspaper tribute (copy), Lilla Nerissa Mance, 1973

Official death certificates, Lilla Nerissa Mance, 1973

Miscellaneous funeral programs and obituaries

Biographical sketches, Mercer Mance, 1986

Funeral guestbook, Mercer Mance, 1990

Funeral statement, Stuart Mortuary, 1990

Record of gifts, 1990

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 2, Folder 24

Box 2, Folder 25

Box 2, Folder 26

Box 2, Folder 27

Box 2, Folder 28

Box 2, Folder 29

Box 2, Folder 30

Box 2, Folder 31

Box 2, Folder 32

Box 2, Folder 33

Box 2, Folder 34

Box 2, Folder 35

Box 2, Folder 36

Box 2, Folder 37

Box 2, Folder 38

Box 2, Folder 39
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Obituaries and remembrances of Mercer Mance, 1990

Funeral programs, 1990

Enrollment certificate, Sacred Heart Spiritual Society,
1990

Envelopes with no contents, 1946-1976

Commemorative publications, 1950-1970

Magazines and newsletters, 1954-1985

Programs, 1959-1984

Elizabeth Grimes Mance

Charity M. Mance

Lilla Nerissa Mance

Unidentified

Print, John F. and Jackie Kennedy, 1957

Series 2: Kathalyn Stuart Mance

CONTENTS
William H. Stokes

Crayon portrait, William H. Stokes, circa 1870s

Emily McCoy Stokes

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 2, Folder 40

Box 2, Folder 41

Box 2, Folder 42

Box 2, Folder 43
Box 3, Folder 1
Box 3, Folder 2
Box 3, Folder 3
Photographs:

Box 1, Folder 6

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 8

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 9

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 10

CONTAINER

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 11

OVC Graphics:
Folder 1 of 1

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 12
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Emily McCoy Stokes with unidentified woman [at
Niagara Falls?]

[Stokes house in Muncie?]

Letters of recommendation for William Weir Stuart,
1901

Account book from John Philip Sousa tour of Europe,
William Weir Stuart, 1903

Artifact: Book given to William Weir Stuart by John
Philip Sousa (Pipetown Sandy), 1907

Acrtifacts: Books given to William Weir Stuart by John
Philip Sousa (The Fifth String and Half-Hours with
the Best Authors Vol. 1), 1907-1908

Artifact: Ribbon with “Sousa” and “Sousa’s Band
Europe” pins, n.d.

List, Class of 1908, Muncie High School

William H. Stokes family, circa 1910

Program, Commencement exercises, Indiana Dental
College, 1910

Wedding invitation, Mae L. Stokes and William Weir
Stuart, 1913

Mae Lewellyn Stokes Stuart

Unidentified family of Mae L. Stokes Stuart (1 of 2)
Unidentified family of Mae L. Stokes Stuart (2 of 2)
Unidentified and miscellaneous family of Mae L.

Stokes Stuart

William Weir Stuart, Sr.

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

OVA Photographs:
Folder 1 of 1

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 13

Box 3, Folder 4

Box 3, Folder 5

Box 3, Folder 6

Box 3, Folder 7

Box 5

Box 4, Folder 1

OVB Photographs:
Folder 1 of 2

Box 4, Folder 2
Box 4, Folder 3
Photographs:

Box 1, Folder 14

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 15

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 16

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 17

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 18
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Mixed photographs of Kathalyn Stuart Mance, circa
1920-1947

Program, Ten Virgins pageant, Bethel AME Church,
n.d.

The Attucks, 1927

Programs, Class Night Program; Commencement,
Crispus Attucks High School, 1937

The Attucks, 1937

Death certificate and honorable discharge certificate,
Edwin D. Stuart, 1946-1947

Report, Phyllis Wheatley YWCA, January 1947

Mixed photographs of Kathalyn Stuart Mance, circa
1948-1990

Anthony Wayne Stuart, circa 1948-1956

Letter, Color magazine to Kathalyn Stuart, 1949

Kathalyn Stuart Mance with Mercer Mance, son, and
immediate family, circa 1958

Contents of Kathalyn Stuart Mance photograph album
Photographs loaned to Ted Green, Crispus Attucks
High School documentarian

Informal group photographs including Kathalyn Stuart
Mance

Formal group photographs including Kathalyn Stuart
Mance

Group photographs including Mae Stokes Stuart

Group photographs including Mercer Mance

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 19

Box 4, Folder 4

General Collection:
LD7501.146442 A7 1927

Box 4, Folder 5

General Collection:
LD7501.146442 A7 1937

Box 4, Folder 6

Box 4, Folder 7

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 20

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 21

Box 4, Folder 8

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 22

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 23

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 24

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 1

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 2

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 3

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 4
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Portraits, Natalie Stuart

Edwin Stuart, 1945

Lional Hampton autograph

Stuart family portraits, circa 1945

Booklet, “History of the Indiana State Federation of

Colored Women’s Clubs,” 1953

Stuart Mortuary calendars, 1954; 1956, Digital
enlargement of Marion Stuart portrait, n.d.

Souvenir program, National Dental Association annual
convention, 1954

Miscellaneous publications of Greek organizations,
1954-1968

Funeral programs, Mae Lewellyn Stokes Stuart, 1959
Newsletter, “Carver School-O-Gram,” April 1959
Funeral materials, Dr. William Weir Stuart, 1961
Legal filings re: estate of William W. Stuart, 1962
Invitation and program, Cordie King’s Castle Models

on Tour, 1962

“Special guest” pass, Lyndon B. Johnson visit to
Indianapolis, July 1966

“Where I Come From” genealogy report by Stuart
Montgomery “Monty” Mance, n.d.

Black artists exhibitions, 1977; 1996

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 5

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 6

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 7

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 8

Box 4, Folder 9
OM 0789

Folder 2 of 5
Box 4, Folder 10

Box 4, Folder 11

Box 4, Folder 12
Box 4, Folder 13
Box 4, Folder 14
Box 4, Folder 15

Box 4, Folder 16

Box 4, Folder 17

Box 4, Folder 18

Box 4, Folder 19
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Miscellaneous funeral programs, 1980-1982

Handwritten genealogical sketches and obituaries,
Stokes and Stuart, n.d.

Miscellaneous obituaries, n.d.

Partial letter, “Raymond” to “Aunt Mae,” n.d.

Promotional material, Stuart’s Moving and Storage,
Inc., n.d.

Stuart’s Moving and Storage

Promotional booklet, Stuart Mortuary, n.d.

Founding documents, Hoosier Born Hoosier Bred
Women, 1985

Program, Crispus Attucks Golden Anniversary, 1986

Unidentified individuals

Letter, Geneva “Jean” White Lewis to Mercer and
Kathalyn Mance, 10 October 1989

Photographs from Jean White Lewis letter to Mances

Letter (photocopy), Kathalyn Mance to Christian
Recorder, 1991

Funeral guestbook, Kathalyn Stuart Mance, 1994

Other funeral materials, Kathalyn Stuart Mance, 1994

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

Box 4, Folder 20

Box 4, Folder 21

Box 4, Folder 22

Box 4, Folder 23

Box 4, Folder 24

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 9

Box 4, Folder 25

Box 4, Folder 26

Box 4, Folder 27

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 10

Box 4, Folder 28

Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 11

Box 4, Folder 29

Box 4, Folder 30

Box 4, Folder 31
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Series 3: Kathy Mance O’Brian

CONTENTS
Letter, Wilma Gibbs to Kathy Mance O’Brian, 1994

Funeral program and will (photocopy), Charity M.
Mance, 1996

Funeral programs and obituaries, Stuart family, 1998-
2004

Black history material, Oneida Miller Stuart, 2001,
n.d.

Letter, Ted Green to Kathy Mance O’Brian, 2015

Indiana Historical Society Mercer and Kathalyn Mance

CONTAINER
Box 4, Folder 32

Box 4, Folder 33

Box 4, Folder 34

Box 4, Folder 35

Box 4, Folder 36
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