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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The Spears family has been resident in Indianapolis for three generations, beginning with
Jean Spears' father Louis Joseph Douglas and his wife, Marion Elizabeth Brabham Douglas
Burch. Jean Spears was born in Indianapolis 18 February 1925. In 1946, Jean married
Sherman J. Polley Jr. (1918- 2016). The couple had three children, one of whom died in
infancy. The surviving children were Claudia Anne Polley (1949- ) and John Evan Polley
(1952- ). Jean and Sherman Polley were divorced in 1952. In 1956, she married John
Holliday Spears (1919-1969), an Indianapolis native and reporter for The Indianapolis Star.
Jean and John Spears had one child, Lucia Marion Spears (1957-).

Jean Spears attended Crispus Attucks High School, graduating in 1942. She continued her
education at Purdue University, receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in Home Economics.
Spears taught grade school, and was involved in many community projects. Jean Spears has
been called an urban pioneer, a mother, a grandmother, and a “history lady”. She was a
historian and preservationist, and she was very active in historical projects around
Indianapolis. She worked with the Indiana Avenue Association on its project to encourage
the renovation of the avenue and to attract black businesses to the area. She was instrumental
in establishing Ransom Place as a protected historic district in 1992, preventing demolition
of its buildings during a canal development dispute, protecting it from gentrification, and
allowing it to survive to this day. She moved a building to Ransom Place and turned it into
the Heritage Learning Center, where she would continue her work. She involved herself in
plans to improve Indianapolis, specifically with the renovation of Monument Circle, turning
it into the city center it is today, as well as with the Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation
Plan. She also wrote papers and manuscripts about the histories of people, homes, and places,
most notably of Madam C. J. Walker. For her efforts, she was one of ten Hoosiers to receive
the Indiana Jefferson Award in 1997. She is active within the Witherspoon United
Presbyterian Church, where she taught Sunday School for many years. She has also been
active in the Indianapolis Urban League, the Presbyterian Church's Urban Guild and the
Community Action Against Poverty project.

Jean's husband, John Holliday Spears, was also a native of Indianapolis. He attended Crispus
Attucks High School and Butler University, from which he graduated in 1950 with a degree
in journalism. His university career was interrupted by World War 1l. Mr. Spears served in
Italy and was awarded the Purple Heart. He worked as a reporter for The Indianapolis Star
and later at the Fort Harrison Finance Center.

Jean Spears had two children by her first marriage, Claudia Anne Polley and John Evan
Polley. Claudia Polley attended Interlochen Arts Academy until her graduation in 1967. She
then attended the Juilliard School in New York City, where she finished her vocal training.
Claudia has since appeared in concert and in performances of musicals many times, as well
as working in radio and television. Claudia has also done charitable work and has been as
active as her mother in the black community. She has two children, Amanda Elizabeth Polley
(1973-) and Evan Lawrence Polley (1982- ). Amanda Elizabeth Polley married Jeffrey King
and had a son, Duncan Earl Louis King in 2006.
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John Evan Polley was born in Indianapolis in 1952. He attended Shortridge High School,
Dartmouth College (from which he graduated cum laude) and Harvard Law School. Since
finishing his law degree he has worked for Baker and Daniels, Continental Airlines and
Indianapolis Methodist Hospital.

Lucia Marion Spears, the daughter of Jean and John Holliday Spears, was born in
Indianapolis in 1957. She attended Shortridge High School, from which she graduated in
1975. Lucia received her M.D. from Howard School of Medicine in 1983. She also holds
the rank of Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.

Sources:

Spears Family Papers Collection Guide, M0488.

Materials in the collection.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection addition to the Jean E. Spears Family Papers contains personal documents
and photographs belonging to Jean E. Spears which document her interest in family history
and Indiana Black history as well as items related to her work in historic preservation,
specifically around Ransom Place, Indiana Avenue and Lockerbie Square in Indianapolis.
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SERIES CONTENTS
Series 1: Historic Preservation

CONTENTS
Historic Ransom Place, n.d.

Research, Copies of Indianapolis Baist Atlases and
Sanborn Maps, n.d.

Photostats of Deeds, 345 and 349 N. Park Ave, 1859-
1872

Lockerbie Square, 1904-1993

Print, 500 Block of Lockerbie Street, 1905

Abstracts of Title, 345 and 349 N. Park Ave,
Lockerbie Square, 1961

“The Circle: The Center of Indianapolis” by Ernestine
Bradford Rose, 1971

Photographs, 349 N. Park Ave, Pre- and Post-
Renovation, ca. 1974

Photograph, 349 N. Park Ave Exterior with Amanda
on the stoop, 1975

Photograph, Re-cobbled Lockerbie Street, 500 Block
and Park Ave, ca. 1975

“Historical Sketches of Eighty-Eight Churches”, The
History Committee Whitewater Valley Presbytery,
1976

Home Interiors and Exteriors, 349 N. Park Ave, 1976-
1980

Photograph, 394 N. Park Ave Exterior, 1981

[Jean Spears talking with Eliz. Martin Enix, 4100
Cornelius St. and John S. Lang 3419 E. 34" St.]
January 1982
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CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2

OM 0764
Folder 1 of 2

Box 1, Folder 3

OVA Graphics,
Folder 1 of 1

Box 1, Folder 4

Box 1, Folder 5

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

OVB Photographs,
Folder 2 of 2

OVB Photographs,
Folder 1 of 2

Box 1, Folder 6

Photographs,
Folder 2 of 5

OVB Photographs,
Folder 2 of 2

CT2610
[Use digital file]
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Preservation Guides, Materials, and References, 1984-
2005

[Reunion of the Lowndes, Brabham, Douglas Families
at Bethel AME Church, July 1985

IHS Annual Conference, Black History Session, 7
Nov. 1987 (1 of 2)

IHS Annual Conference, Black History Session, 7
Nov. 1987 (2 of 2)

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan
Introduction, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, History,
1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Architecture, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, College
Ave, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Davidson Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, East
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Fulton
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Leon
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Lockerbie Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Miami
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Michigan Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, New
York Street, 1987
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Box 1, Folder 7
CT2611
[Use digital file]

CT2612
[Use digital file]

CT2613

[Use digital file]

Box 1, Folder 8

Box 1, Folder 9

Box 1, Folder 10

Box 1, Folder 11

Box 1, Folder 12

Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17

Box 1, Folder 18

Box 1, Folder 19
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Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, North
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Park
Avenue, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Spring
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Vermont
Street, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Vermont
Place, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Current
Conditions, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Analysis, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Recommendations, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan, Design
Standards, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Implementation, 1987

Lockerbie Square Historic Preservation Plan,
Appendices, 1987

Tour and Event Programs, Infill Area, 1987-1990

History of the Heritage Learning Center, Ransom
Place, ca. 1990s

Ransom Place Neighborhood Association Heritage
Tourism Corridor Guide, ca. 1990s

849 Camp Street Home Extension, ca. 1990-2000

849 Camp Street Home Extension Plans and Exterior
Photos, ca. 1990-2000
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Box 1, Folder 20

Box 1, Folder 21

Box 1, Folder 22

Box 2, Folder 1

Box 2, Folder 2

Box 2, Folder 3

Box 2, Folder 4

Box 2, Folder 5

Box 2, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 7

Box 2, Folder 8

Box 2, Folder 9

Box 2, Folder 10
Box 2, Folder 11
Box 2, Folder 12
Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 4
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[849 Camp Street Before and After Renovation
Exterior and Interior Photos], ca. 1990-2000

[Plaque Recognizing the Women’s Improvement
Club’s work at the Tuberculosis Convalescent Camp
in Indianapolis], 23 June 1990

Indianapolis Regional Center Plan, 1991
Historic Ransom Place, 1991-2005

Historic Ransom Place Historical Marker and
Neighborhood Sign, ca. 1992

Carl Lyle and Barbara Boyd Speaking at Ransom
Place Dedication, 1992

Ransom Place Dedication, 1992

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana Consultant
and Craftsman Directory, 1993

[Ransom Place Chautauqua Collaboration], March
1993

[Conversation at Historic Landmarks Foundation of
Indiana offices with Reid, March, Susie, Jean, and
Claudia], May 1993

[Moving the Heritage Learning Center by truck and
trailer], 1994

Visitor’s Companion, Sesquicentennial Celebration of
Historic Lockerbie Square, 1996

Photographs, Ransom Place Homes and Streetscape,
9" and Camp, 1997

The Lockerbie Letter, 1998

Historic Ransom Place and The Avenue Exhibit, 1999
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Cold Storage:
Color Photographs
Box 1, Folder 3

Artifacts

Box 2, Folder 13
Box 2, Folder 14

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 5

Photographs,
Folder 3 of 5

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 15

CT2614
[Use digital file]

CT2615

[Use digital file]
Photographs,
Folder 4 of 5

OMO0764
Folder 2 of 2

Photographs,
Folder 5 of 5

OMO0764
Folder 2 of 2

Box 2, Folder 16
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Photographs, Historic Ransom Place and The Avenue
Exhibit, 1999

Negatives, Historic Ransom Place and The Avenue
Exhibit, 1999

Photographs, Holiday Home Tour, 2000

Ransom Place Museum House Tour with Dick
Wolfsie, March 2000

Research, Smother’s Beanery, 2001

Photographs, Smother’s Beanery, 2001

[Resident Council Board Meeting], Feb. 2005

[Council Group Meeting], May 2005

Series 2: Personal Papers

CONTENTS
Sheet Music, n.d.

Family Gathering, n.d.

[Life and times of Jean Spears Interview], n.d.

Unidentified Tour, n.d.

Photograph, Dave Jones standing in backyard at
Yandes St. home, Indianapolis, ca. 1910
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Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

35mm Polyester
Negatives,
Binlofl

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 9

VHS Storage

Box 2, Folder 17

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 10

CT2616
[Use digital file]

CT2617
[Use digital file]

CONTAINER
Box 2, Folder 18

35mm Polyester
Negatives,
Binlofl

CT2618
[Use digital file]

35mm Polyester
Negatives,
Binlofl

Photographs,

Folder 1 of 5
[Use digital file]

Page 9



Reproduction of Advertisement, “Second Christian
Church Presents Carol Brice Contralto”, 28 Nov. 1948

Glimpses of the Negro in Indianapolis, by Ida Webb
Bryant, ca. 1960s

Correspondence, ca. 1960s-2009
Event Programs, ca. 1967-1988

“Black Education Before 1865 by Jean Spears, 18
July 1973

[Writings on Indianapolis neighborhood history and
residents], 1973-2006

Clippings, 1976-2006

Portraits, Jean Spears, ca. 1980s-1990s

Poems for People, by Wendell L. Parker, 1984
The Surgeon’s Turn, by George H. Rawls M.D., 1986

Portrait, Jean Spears, ca. 1990s

“Indiana Black History” by Lynn Ford, The
Indianapolis Star, 1990

Event Programs, 1990-2006

“I Remember Grandma” by Bernice Walker
[Witherspoon Presbyterian Church], ca. 1991

Ebony and Emerge Magazines, 1992-1995

69" Birthday Party for Jean Spears, 18 Feb. 1994

“Historian & Futurist: A Profile of Jean Spears”, Life
Times, 1994

Jefferson Awards, 1997
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Folder 1 of 2

Box 3, Folder 1

Box 3, Folder 2
Box 3, Folder 3

Box 3, Folder 4

Box 3, Folder 5

Box 3, Folder 6

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2

Box 3, Folder 7
Box 3, Folder 8

OVC Photographs,
Folder 1 of 1

OMO0764
Folder 1 of 2

Box 3, Folder 9

Box 3, Folder 10

Box 3, Folder 11

35mm Polyester
Negatives,
Binlofl

Box 3, Folder 12

Box 3, Folder 13
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Photographs, Jefferson Awards, 1997

[Recording of the Jefferson Awards], 1997

“Our Indian/African-American Journey: The Kaur-
Polleys”, Part 1, Indianapolis Children’s Museum, 17
Apr. 1998

“Our Indian/African-American Journey: The Kaur-
Polleys”, Part 2, Indianapolis Children’s Museum, 17
Apr. 1998

“Our Indian/African-American Journey: The Kaur-
Polleys”, Part 3, Indianapolis Children’s Museum, 17
Apr. 1998

Joe and Edna Douglas at Hampton University, 1999

History of 2"d Baptist Church, 422 W. Michigan
Street, Indianapolis, ca. 2000s

Servaas Award Nomination, 2000

Nametag for Hampton University Minister’s
Conference, 2001

The Indy Black Pages Directory, 2002-2003

Awards and Recognitions, 2006, n.d.
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Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

VHS Storage

VHS Storage

VHS Storage

VHS Storage

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 11

Box 3, Folder 14

Box 3, Folder 15

Box 3, Folder 16

Box 3, Folder 17

Box 3, Folder 18
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