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HISTORICAL SKETCH

James C. Stuart of Dearborn County, Indiana mustered into the army on April 22, 1861. He was a
Private in Company E of the Seventh Indiana Regiment Infantry, which originally served three
months after its organization.

The Seventh Indiana was re-commissioned for three years of service on September 13, 1861 in
Indianapolis, and at time Stuart became a Sergeant in Company A. He was still serving in
September 1864 this when the Seventh Indiana merged with the Nineteenth Indiana Regiment
Infantry. Stuart mustered out of the army on March 17, 1865.

The Seventh Indiana Regiment Infantry began its three years of service in western Virginia, and
participated in a number of battles including Winchester Heights, Second Bull Run and Antietam.
Its members also fought and faced heavy losses in the Battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg,
and took part in the Battles of Spotsylvania and Cold Harbor, as well as in the assault on Petersburg
later in the war.

In the last days of November 1863, General George Meade led Union troops, including members
of the Seventh Indiana, south across Virginia’s Rapidan River in an offensive against General
Lee’s troops. Meade’s objective was to push the Confederates back toward Richmond; however,
Lee’s men were able to block the Union attack in a number of skirmishes that became known as
the Mine Run Campaign. The Union was unsuccessful in gaining the advantage in this last effort
before the troops settled in to camp for the winter.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains a letter written by James C. Stuart of the Seventh Indiana Regiment
Infantry, to his friend John P. Ewan. The letter is dated November 24, 1863, just a few days before
the Mine Run Campaign. Stuart writes that the next day his regiment is to be sent across the
Rapidan River and into the front. He also describes the “wilderness” where his regiment is
stationed and recounts the “destitute” condition of the families who remained in the area where the
troops were camped.
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