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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

In 1847 the Madison & Indianapolis Railroad came to Indianapolis. This was followed by 

other railroads serving Indiana that also came to the city. With this influx of rail lines and 

service came two realizations. First, Indianapolis would be the first major city that would 

depend on railroads for its growth, rather than water transportation. Second, this 

dependence on rail transport and the increasing number of railroad companies serving the 

city would require an efficient means of linking these routes to allow for passenger and 

freight exchange between lines. In 1850 the Union Track Railway was created. Three years 

later, in 1853, its name was changed to The Indianapolis Union Railway Company and a 

union depot was built for the multiple railroads coming into Indianapolis. This entity was 

officially incorporated in 1872 by an agreement between the following railroad companies: 

the Jeffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis Railroad Company; the Cleveland, Columbus, 

Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railway Company; the Columbus, Chicago and Indiana Central 

Railway Company, the Pittsburg, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railway Company; the Terre 

Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company; and the Indianapolis, Cincinnati & Lafayette 

Railroad Company. Since its creation, “The Indianapolis Union Railway Company” was its 

official name. This mutually created railroad entity was brought into existence for the 

purpose of easing and streamlining the exchange of freight and passengers between these 

railroad companies. On October 17, 1882 and May 1, 1884 the Union Railway obtained 

leases from the Belt Railroad and Stock Yard Company that allowed them to operate the 

Belt Railroad for a period of nine hundred, ninety-nine years. The incorporation of The 

Indianapolis Union Railway was officially recognized in on March 2, 1885 by the General 

Assembly of the State of Indiana. The Indianapolis Union Railway provided both terminal 

facilities for the railroads that incorporated it and owned part shares in it, and also provided 

switching services for these same railroads. In 1888 the union depot was replaced by 

Union Station which still stands today, but is looking for another long-term use of its 

space. In April of 1976 The Indianapolis Union Railway Company changed ownership. It 

was transferred from its previous owner, Penn Central, to its new owner, Conrail. After 

this transfer of ownership, The Indianapolis Union Railway Company became a Conrail 

entity. By contrast, Penn Central had kept the Indianapolis Union Railway as a completely 

owned, but separately operated subsidiary 

 

Sources:  Indiana Historical Society Collection Guide for M 0899 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The records contain a mostly complete set of the accounting records (accounts paid and 

received) for the Indianapolis Union Railway Company located at Union Station in 

Indianapolis, 1853-1918.  Listed are recipient, amount, and reason for payment as well as 

receipts and bills. Missing are the Civil War Years, 1862-1867, and from September, 1906 

through 1917.  Records for 1918 are from the period when the railroad was under 

government control because of the First World War. These records were formerly housed 

in Indianapolis’ Union Station prior to its remodeling.   
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Indianapolis Union Railway, Accounts Paid and Receivable, 1853-1918 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1853  Box 1, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1854                                                                          Box 1, Folder2 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1854  Box 1, Folder3 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1854 Box 1, Folder4 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1854 Box 1, Folder5 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1855 Box 1, Folder6 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1855 Box 1, Folder7 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1855 Box 1, Folder8 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1855  Box 1, Folder9 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1856 Box1, Folder 10 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1856 Box 1, Folder11 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1856  Box 1, Folder12 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1856 Box 1, Folder13 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1857 Box 1, Folder 14 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1857  Box 1, Folder15 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1857 Box 1, Folder16 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1857 Box 1, Folder17 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1858  Box 2, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1858 Box 2, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1858 Box 2, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1858, Box 2, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1859 Box 2, Folder 5 
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Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1859  Box 2, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1859 Box 2, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1859 Box 2, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1860 Box 2, Folder 9 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1860 Box 2, Folder 10 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1860 Box 2, Folder 11 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1860 Box 2, Folder 12 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1861 Box 2, Folder 13 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1861 Box 2, Folder 14 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1861  Box 2, Folder 15 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1861 Box 2, Folder 16 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1868 Box 3, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1868 Box 3,  Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1868 Box 3, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1868 Box 3, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1869 Box 3, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1869 Box 3, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1869 Box 3, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1869 Box 3, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1870 Box 3, Folder 9 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1870 Box 3, Folder 10  

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1870 Box 3, Folder11 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1870 Box 3, Folder12 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1871 Box 4, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter,1871 Box 4, Folder 2 
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Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1871 Box 4, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1871 Box 4, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1872 Box 4, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1872 Box 4, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1872     Box 4, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1872   Box 4, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1873 Box 4, Folder 9 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1873 Box 4, Folder 10 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1873 Box 4, Folder 11 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1873 Box 4, Folder 12 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1874 Box 5, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1874  Box 5, Folder 2  

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1874  Box 5, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quartet, 1874 Box 5, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1875 Box 5, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1875 Box 5, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1875 Box 5, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1875 Box 5, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1876 Box 6, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter,1876 Box 6, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1876 Box 6, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1876 Box 6, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter,1877 Box 6, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter,1877 Box 6, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter,1877 Box 6, Folder 7 
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Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter,1877 Box 6, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1878 Box 7, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Second Quarter, 1878 Box 7, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Third Quarter, 1878 Box 7, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Fourth Quarter, 1878 Box 7, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, First Quarter, 1879 Box 7, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid Second Quarter, 1879 Box 7, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid Third Quarter, 1879 Box 7, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid Fourth Quarter, 1879 Box 7, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid First Quarter, 1880 Box 8, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid Second Quarter, 1880 Box 8, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid Third Quarter, 1880 Box 8, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid Fourth Quarter, 1880 Box 8, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid First Quarter, 1881 Box 8, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid Second Quarter, 1881 Box 8, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid Third Quarter, 1881 Box 8, Folder 7  

Accounts Paid Fourth Quarter, 1881 Box 8, Folder 8 

Accounts Paid & Received, Jan., 1882 Box 9, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid & Received, Feb., 1882 Box 9, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid & Received, March, 1882 Box 9, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid & Received, April, 1882 Box 9, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid & Received, May, 1882 Box 9, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid & Received, June, 1882 Box 9, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid & Received, July 1882 Box 9, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid & Received, Aug., 1882 Box 9, Folder 8 
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Accounts Paid & Received, Sept., 1882 Box 9, Folder 9  

Accounts Paid & Received, Oct., 1882 Box 9, Folder 10 

Accounts Paid & Received, Nov., 1882 Box 9, Folder 11 

Accounts Paid & Received, Dec., 1882 Box 9, Folder 12 

Accounts Receivable, Jan., 1883 Box 10, Folder 1 

Accounts Receivable, Feb., 1883 Box 10, Folder 2 

Accounts Receivable, March, 1883 Box 10, Folder 3 

Accounts Receivable, April, 1883 Box 10, Folder 4 

Accounts Receivable, May, 1883 Box 10, Folder 5 

Accounts Receivable, June 1883 Box 10, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, July 1883 Box 11, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1883 Box 11, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sept., 1883 Box 11, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1883 Box 11, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1883 Box 11, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1883 Box 11, Folder 6 

Accounts Receivable, July, 1883 Box 12, Folder 1 

Accounts Receivable, Aug., 1883 Box 12, Folder 2 

Accounts Receivable, Sept, 1883 Box 12, Folder 3 

Accounts Receivable, Oct., 1883 Box 12, Folder 4 

Accounts Receivable, Nov., 1883 Box 12, Folder 5 

Accounts Receivable, Dec., 1883 Box 12, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1883 Box 13, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1883 Box 13, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1883 Box 13, Folder 3 
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Accounts Paid, April, 1883 Box 13, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, May, 1883 Box 13, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, June, 1883 Box 13, Folder 6 

Accounts Receivable, Jan.,1884 Box 14, Folder 1 

Accounts Receivable, Feb., 1884 Box 14, Folder 2 

Accounts Receivable, March, 1884  Box 14, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1884 Box 14, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1884 Box 14, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, April, 1884 Box 14, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1884 Box 14, Folder 7 

Accounts Paid, May, 1885 Box 15, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June, 1885 Box 15, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1885 Box 15, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1885 Box 15, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1885 Box 16, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1885 Box 16, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1885 Box 16, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1885 Box 16, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Sept. 1885 Box 17, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1885 Box 17, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1885 Box 17, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1885 Box 17, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1886 Box 18, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1886 Box 18, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1886 Box 18, Folder 3 
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Accounts Paid, April, 1886 Box 18, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, May, 1886 Box 19, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June, 1886 Box 19, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1886 Box 19, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1886 Box 19, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Sept., 1886 Box 20, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1886 Box 20, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1886 Box 20, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1886 Box 20, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1887 Box 21, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1887 Box 21, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1887 Box 21, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1887 Box 21, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, May, 1887 Box 22, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June 1887 Box 22, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July,1887 Box 22, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Aug.,1887 Box 22, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1887 Box 23, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1887 Box 23, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1887 Box 23, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1887  Box 23, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Jan.,1888 Box 24, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1888 Box 24, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1888 Box 24, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1888  Box 25, Folder 1 
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Accounts Paid, May, 1888 Box 25, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, June 1888 Box 25, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, July, 1888 Box 26, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1888 Box 26, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1888 Box 26, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1888 Box 27, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1888 Box 27, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1888 Box 27, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1889 Box 28, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1889 Box 28, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1889 Box 28, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1889 Box 29, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, May, 1889 Box 29, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, June, 1889  Box 29, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, June, 1890 Box 30, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, July, 1890 Box 30, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1890 Box 30, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1890 Box 30, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1890 Box 31, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1890 Box 31, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1890 Box 31, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1891 Box 32, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1891 Box 32, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1891 Box 32, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1891 Box 33, Folder 1 
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Accounts Paid, May, 1891 Box 33, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, June, 1891  Box 33, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, July, 1891 Box 33, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1891 Box 34, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1891 Box 34, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1891 Box 34, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1891 Box 34, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1891 Box 35, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1892 Box 35, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1892 Box 35, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, March, 1892 Box 36, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, April, 1892 Box 36, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, May, 1892 Box 36, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, June, 1892 Box 36, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, July, 1892 Box 37, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1892 Box 37, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1892 Box 37, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1892 Box 38, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1892 Box 38, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1892 Box 38, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1893 Box 38, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1893 Box 38, Folder 5 

Accounts Paid, March, 1893 Box 38, Folder 6 

Accounts Paid, June, 1894 Box 39, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1894 Box 39, Folder 2 
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Accounts Paid, Sep., 1894 Box 39, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1894 Box 40, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1894 Box 40, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1894 Box 40, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1895 Box 41, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1895 Box 41, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1895 Box 41, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1895 Box 41, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, May, 1895 Box 42, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June, 1895 Box 42, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1895 Box 42, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1895 Box 43, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1895 Box 43, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1895 Box 43, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1895 Box 43, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1898 Box 44, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1899 Box 44, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1899 Box 44, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, March, 1899  Box 44, Folder 4 

Accounts Paid, July, 1900 Box 45, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1900 Box 45, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1900    Box 45, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1900 Box 46, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1900 Box 46, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1900  Box 46 Folder 3 
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Accounts Paid, Jan., 1901 Box 47, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1901 Box 47,  Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1901 Box 47, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, April, 1901 Box 48, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, May, 1901 Box 48, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, June 1901 Box 48, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, July 1901 Box 49, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1901 Box 49  Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1901 Box 49, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1901 Box 50, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1901 Box 50, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1901                                      Box 50, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1902 Box 51, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1902 Box 51, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1902 Box 52, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, April, 1902  Box 52, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, May, 1902 Box 53, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June, 1902 Box 53, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1902 Box 54, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1902 Box 54, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1902 Box 55 Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1902 Box 55, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1902 Box 56, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1902 Box 56, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1903 Box 57, Folder 1 
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Accounts Paid, Feb., 1902 Box 57, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, March, 1903 Box 58, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, April, 1903 Box 58, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, May, 1903 Box 59, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, June, 1903 Box 59, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1903 Box 60, Folder 1 of 1 

Accounts Paid, Aug.,1903 Box 61, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Sep., 1903 Box 61, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1903 Box 62, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, Nov., 1903 Box 62, Folder 2 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1903 Box 62, Folder 3 

Accounts Paid, Oct., 1905 Box 63, Folders 1-4 

Accounts Paid, Dec., 1905 Box 64, Folders 1 to 6 

Accounts Paid, Jan., 1906 Box 65, Folders 1 to 4 

Accounts Paid, Feb., 1906 Box 66, Folder 1 

Accounts Paid, May, 1906 Box 66, Folders 2- 3 

Accounts Paid, June, 1906                                              Box 66, Folders 4-5 

Accounts Paid, June, 1906 Box 67, Folders 1-2 

Accounts Paid, July, 1906   Box 67, Folders 3-4 

Accounts Paid, Aug., 1906 Box 67, Folder 5 

Accounts Rec. & Paid (USRA Ownership), 1918   Box 68, Folders 1-2 

Accounts Rec. & Paid (USRA Ownership), 1918 Box 69, Folders 3-7 

 


