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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  

COLLECTION: 

16 manuscript boxes; 1 folder photographs 

COLLECTION  

DATES: 

1976-2003 

PROVENANCE: Indiana Religious History Association, Bruce L. Johnson, 

August, 2004; Sister Mary Kenneth Scheessle, May, 2007; 

John Baughman, May, 2019; James Divita, July, 2019 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  

RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 

must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  

FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  

HOLDINGS: 

Indiana Religious History Association Project, 1987 

“Documenting Freedom of Worship” (M 0577); White and 

Ferrill, Where God’s People Meet: A Guide to Significant 

Religious Places in Indiana.  BR555.I6 W55 1996 

ACCESSION  

NUMBER: 

2004.0455X; 2007.0126; 2019.0143; 2019.0244 

NOTES:  
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The Indiana Religious History Association was founded in 1976 under the leadership of 

Grover L. Hartman. It was a non-denominational group intended "to provide an 

opportunity for persons working in or interested in religious history to meet periodically, to 

compare programs, to share new ideas, and to initiate programs and activities furthering 

the cause of religious history in Indiana." It charged modest dues and its membership of 

about one hundred, and its board, included the major religious groups in Indiana as well as 

several smaller ones. 

Some of its meetings were held in conjunction with meetings of Indiana Historical Society. 

Others are held separately, and some include tours of houses of worship around the state. 

In 1986 the Association noted that 13 July 1987 marked the two-hundredth anniversary of 

the Northwest Ordinance with its article guaranteeing freedom of worship. It conceived the 

idea of "Documenting Freedom of Worship" by recording religious services held over the 

state during one week (the one chosen was 20-26 September 1987). The basic idea of the 

project was to document the different ways in which the religious freedom guaranteed by 

the Ordinance was actually being used two hundred years later. Working with Indiana 

Historical Society, the Association obtained a grant of $17,120 from the Lilly Endowment. 

The project was announced through the media, direct mailing, denominational networks, 

the Indiana Council of Churches, ministerial associations, and county historians. Over four 

hundred religious organizations actually participated. Edwin L. Becker, retired professor at 

Christian Theological Seminary, served as project director.  The organization is now 

defunct. 

Sources: 

Information in Collection 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains the papers of several individuals who were prominent in the 

operation and organization of Indiana Religious Historical Association, and, as a result, 

there is some overlapping in a few instances.  Among the compilers of the material are 

Pastor Rudy Rehmer of West Lafayette, Bruce L. Johnson of Indianapolis, Sister Mary 

Kenneth Scheesle of Ferdinand, John Baughman of Greencastle, and James Divita of 

Indianapolis. Included are board and meeting minutes, newsletters, correspondence, 

programs involving church histories and the collecting of materials, and tours to religious 

sites in various parts of the state.  There is also a significant amount of material on the 

history of individual  Lutheran Congregations in Indiana collected by Pastor Rehmer.   
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SERIES CONTENTS 

Series 1: Minutes, Board Information and Newsletters, 1976-2003 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Constitution and By-Laws, 1977; 1985 Box 1, Folder 1 

Record Book, Nov., 1977-1982 Box 1, Folder 2 

Record Book, 1983-1989 Box 1, Folder 3 

Record Book, 1990-1997 Box 1, Folder 4 

Board Minutes and Correspondence, 1976-1984 Box 1, Folder 5 

Board Minutes and Correspondence, 1985-1986 Box 1, Folder 6 

Board of Directors Meetings, 1986-1990 Box 1, Folder 7 

President’s Memos, 1991-1997 Box 1, Folder 8 

Late Spring Report, 1997 Box 1, Folder 9 

Board Meeting, 2001 Box 1, Folder 10 

Board Meeting, 2002 Box 1, Folder 11 

Financial Statements, 1988-1991 Box 2, Folder 1 

Annual Meeting, 1991 Box 2, Folder 2 

Annual Meeting, 1992 Box 2, Folder 3 

Annual Meeting, 1995 (Gollar Lecture) Box 2, Folder 4 

Annual Meetings, 1984-1996 Box 2, Folder 5 

Annual Meeting, 1994 Box 2, Folder 6 

Annual Meeting, 1997 Box 2, Folder 7 

Special Meeting (Palatines to America), 1997 Box 2, Folder 8 

Annual Meeting, 1998 Box 2, Folder 9 

Annual Meeting, 1999 Box 2, Folder 10 

Annual Meeting, Oct., 2000 Box 2, Folder 11 
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Annual Meeting, 2001 Box 2, Folder 12 

Annual Meeting, 2002 Box 2, Folder 13 

Newsletters, 1981-1996 Box 3, Folder 1 

Newsletter Materials, 1987-1992 Box 3, Folder 2 

Newsletter Materials, 1990-1991 Box 3, Folder 3 

Newsletters, 1990-1993 Box 3, Folder 4 

Newsletters, 1994-1996 Box 3, Folder 5 

Newsletter Materials, 1995 Box 3, Folder 6 

Newsletters, 1997-2000 Box 3, Folder 7 

Newsletter, Jan., 2000 Box 3, Folder 8 

Newsletter Materials, 1992-1993 Box 3, Folder 9 

News releases, 1989-1999 Box 3, Folder 10 

Newsletters, 1986-2003 Box 3, Folder 11 

Newsletters, 1997-2002 Box 3, Folder 12 

Newsletters, 1997-2002 Box 3, Folder 12 

Series 2: Correspondence, 1978-2003 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Correspondence, 1978-1999 Box 4, Folder 1 

Correspondence, 1981-1995 Box 4, Folder 2 

General Records and Correspondence, 1984-1986 Box 4, Folder 3 

General Records and Correspondence, 1987-1989 Box 4, Folder 4 

Notices and Letters, 1987 Box 4, Folder 5 

General Records and Correspondence, 1987 Box 4, Folder 6 

Correspondence and Programs, 1988 Box 4, Folder 7 
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Correspondence and Programs, 1989 Box 4, Folder 8 

General Records and Correspondence, 1990 Box 4, Folder 9 

Correspondence and Programs, 1990 (1 of 2) Box 5, Folder 1 

Correspondence and Programs, 1990 (2 of 2) Box 5, Folder 2 

Correspondence, 1990-1991 Box 5, Folder 3 

Correspondence and Programs, 1991 (1 of 3) Box 5, Folder 4 

Correspondence and Programs, 1991 (2 of 3) Box 5, Folder 5 

Correspondence and Programs, 1991 (3 of 3) Box 5, Folder 6 

General Records and Correspondence, 1991 Box 5, Folder 7 

Correspondence, 1991-1993 Box 5, Folder 8 

General Records and Correspondence, 1992 Box 6, Folder 1 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (1 of 4) Box 6, Folder 2 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (2 of 4) Box 6, Folder 3 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (3 of 4) Box 6, Folder 4 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (4 of 4) Box 6, Folder 5 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (1 of 2) Box 6, Folder 6 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (2 of 2) Box 6, Folder 7 

Correspondence and Programs, 1993 (1 of 2) Box 6, Folder 8 

Correspondence and Programs, 1992 (2 of 2) Box 6, Folder 9 

Correspondence and Programs, 1993  Box 6, Folder 10 

Correspondence, 1993-1995 Box 6, Folder 11 

Correspondence and Programs, 1994 (1 of 4) Box 6, Folder 12 

Correspondence and Programs, 1994 (2 of 4) Box 7, Folder 1 

Correspondence and Programs, 1994 (3 of 4) Box 7, Folder 2 

Correspondence and Programs, 1994 (4 of 4) Box 7, Folder 3 
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Correspondence, 1995 (1 of 2) Box 7, Folder 4 

Correspondence, 1995 (2 of 2) Box 7, Folder 5 

Correspondence, 1996 Box 7, Folder 6 

Correspondence, 1997 Box 7, Folder 7 

Correspondence, 1999 Box 7, Folder 8 

Correspondence, 2000 Box 7, Folder 9 

Correspondence and Programs, 2000-2003 Box 7, Folder 10 

Series 3: Programs and Activities 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

News Releases, 1994 Box 7, Folder 11 

Membership Brochures Box 7, Folder 12 

Documenting Freedom of Worship, 1986-1988 Box 8, Folder 1 

Northwest Territory Bicentennial Project, 1987 Box 8, Folder 2 

Papers, Addresses, Lectures, 1987-1989 Box 8, Folder 3 

Publicity, 1990 Box 8, Folder 4 

Anniversary Booklet Contest, 1991 Box 8, Folder 5 

Lilly Grant, 1990-1992 Box 8, Folder 6 

Mail, 1991 Box 8, Folder 7 

Elijah Project (Indiana District) 1992 Box 8, Folder 8 

Churches and Church Membership, 1990-1992 Box 8, Folder 9 

Lilly Endowment, 1992 Box 8, Folder 10 

Interfaith Alliance Seder, 1993 Box 8, Folder 11 

Grant, St. Benedict Monastery, Ferdinand, 1993 Box 8, Folder 12 

Where God’s People Meet, 1996-1997 Box 8, Folder 13 
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Where God’s People Meet, 1996 Box 8, Folder 14 

Where God’s People Meet, Photographs Used in 

Publication 

Photographs: 

Folder 1 of 1 

Benedictines in Indiana, 1980 Box 9, Folder 1 

Religion in Indiana Project, 1993 Box 9, Folder 2 

Guide to Historical Research Sites, 1993-1995 Box 9, Folder 3 

Oral History Workshop, 1993 Box 9, Folder 4 

Religious Sites of Indiana, 1996 Box 9, Folder 5 

Local Religious History Project, 1996 Box 9, Folder 6 

Congregation History, 1991, 1993 Box 9, Folder 7 

Congregational History Workshop, 1993-1994 Box 9, Folder 8 

Congregational History Initiative, 1994 Box 9, Folder 9 

Congregational Histories, 1997 Box 9, Folder 10 

Congregational Histories, 1999 Box 9, Folder 11 

Congregational Histories, 2001 Box 9, Folder 12 

Congregational Histories, 2001 Box 10, Folder 1 

Congregational History Workshop, 2003 Box 10, Folder 2 

Congregational History Guidelines Box 10 Folder 3 

Congregational Histories Scoresheet Box 10, Folder 4 

Local Religious History Awards Correspondence, 

1991 

Box 10, Folder 5 

Local History Recognition, 1991 Box 10, Folder 6 

Local Religious History Project, 1993 Box 10, Folder 7 

Local Religious History Awards Judges, 1991 Box 10, Folder 8 

Local Religious History Awards Entry Letter, 1991 Box 10, Folder 9 

Local Religious History Awards, 1995 Box 10, Folder 10 
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Indiana Historical Society Annual Meeting, 1994 Box 10, Folder 11 

Tour, 1990 (Vincennes) Box 11, Folder 1 

German Church Tour, 1992 Box 11, Folder 2 

Evansville Church Tour, 1992 Box 11, Folder 3 

1995 Tour, Eastern Indiana Box 11, Folder 4 

1997 Tour, Dubois County Box 11, Folder 5 

1998 Tour, North Central Indiana (1 of 2) Box 11, Folder 6 

1998 Tour, North Central Indiana (2 of 2) Box 11, Folder 7 

1999 Tour, New Albany Box 11, Folder 8 

2000 Tour, Marion Box 11, Folder 9 

Tours and Conferences, 1976-1990 Box 11, Folder 10 

General Items, 1983-1992 Box 12, Folder 1 

Rudy Rehmer, Biographical, 1991 Box 12, Folder 2 

Rudy Rehmer, 1993-1997 Box 12, Folder 3 

Grover Hartman Obituary, 1988 Box 12, Folder 4 

Series 4: Lutheran Church Congregation Records 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Our Blessed Savior, Alexandria Box 12, Folder 5 

Bethel Lutheran, Amo Box 12, Folder 6 

Emmanuel Lutheran, Arcadia Box 12, Folder 7 

Immanuel Lutheran, Avilla Box 12, Folder 8 

Calvary Lutheran, Bedford Box 12, Folder 9 

Ascension Lutheran, Beech Grove Box 12, Folder 10 

University Lutheran, Bloomington Box 12, Folder 11 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran, Bremen Box 12, Folder 12 

Clinton County Lutherans Box 12, Folder 13 

Grace Lutheran, Columbus Box 12, Folder 14 

St. Peter’s, Columbus Box 12, Folder 15 

St. John’s, Bartholomew County Box 12, Folder 16 

Zion Lutheran, Columbia City Box 12, Folder 17 

Mt. Solomon, Corydon Box 12, Folder 18 

Gethsemane Lutheran, Corydon Box 12, Folder 19 

Emmanuel Lutheran, Crawfordsville Box 12, Folder 20 

Holy Cross Lutheran, Crawfordsville Box 12, Folder 21 

Trinity Lutheran, Darmstadt Box 12, Folder 22 

St. Stephen’s, Dearborn County Box 12, Folder 23 

St. John’s, Decatur County Box 13, Folder 1 

St. John’s, Decatur, Indiana (Hussmann Diary) Box 13, Folder 2 

Zion, Decatur, Indiana Box 13, Folder 3 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran, Decatur, Indiana Box 13, Folder 4 

St. Peter’s, Dillsboro Box 13, Folder 5 

Emmanuel, Dudleytown (Seymour) Box 13, Folder 6 

Zion, Eberfeld Box 13, Folder 7 

Immanuel, Evansville Box 13, Folder 8 

Trinity, Evansville Box 13, Folder 9 

St. John’s, Farmer’s Retreat Box 13, Folder 10 

St. Paul’s, Fort Wayne Box 13, Folder 11 

Trinity, Fort Wayne Box 13, Folder 12 

Martin Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne Box 13, Folder 13 
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Holy Cross, Fort Wayne Box 13, Folder 14 

Ascension, Fort Wayne Box 13, Folder 15 

St. Peter, Fort Wayne Box 14, Folder 1 

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne Box 14, Folder 2 

Emmanuel, Fort Wayne Box 14, Folder 3 

Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne (1844-1861) Box 14, Folder 4 

Zion, Friedheim (Adams County) Box 14, Folder 5 

St. John’s, Gary Box 14, Folder 6 

Trinity Lutheran, Goodland Box 14, Folder7 

Phanuel Lutheran, Hillsboro Box 14, Folder 8 

St. Peter’s, Huntington Box 14, Folder 9 

Christ Lutheran, Indianapolis (Irvington) Box 14, Folder 10 

Emmanuel Lutheran, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 11 

Calvary Lutheran, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 12 

Lutherans Pioneers, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 13 

Federation of Lutheran Churches, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 14 

St. John’s, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 15 

St. Peter’s, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 16 

St. Paul’s, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 17 

St. Mark’s, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 18 

St. Matthew’s, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 19 

Redeemer, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 20 

Pilgrim, Indianapolis Box 14, Folder 21 

Peace Lutheran (Deaf), Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 1 

Our Shepherd, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 2 
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Our Savior, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 3 

Messiah, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 4 

Holy Cross, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 5 

Lutheran High School, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 6 

Divine Savior, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 7 

Grace, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 8 

Emmous, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 9 

First Trinity (Danish), Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 10 

Ebenezer, Indianapolis Box 15, Folder 11 

St. John’s, Ireland, Indiana Box 15, Folder 12 

White Creek, Jonesville Box 15, Folder 13 

St. John’s, Kendallville Box 15, Folder 14 

St/. Paul’s, Kouts Box 15, Folder 15 

Christian Reformed, Lafayette Box 15, Folder 16 

St. James, Lafayette Box 15, Folder 17 

Grace Lutheran, Lafayette Box 15, Folder 18 

St. John’s, Lanesville Box 15, Folder 19 

St. John’s, LaPorte Box 15, Folder 20 

St. John’s, Martinsville Box 15, Folder 21 

Good Shepard, Medora Box 16, Folder 1 

St. Paul’s, Mishawaka Box 16, Folder 2 

St. Stephen’s, New Harmony Box 16, Folder 3 

Martin Lutheran, New Haven Box 16, Folder 4 

St. Paul’s, New Haven Box 16, Folder 5 

Zion, New Palestine Box 16, Folder 6 
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St. Paul’s, Otis Box 16, Folder 7 

St. Paul’s, Otterbein Box 16, Folder 8 

Living Christ, Oxford Box 16, Folder 9 

St. John’s, Patricksburg Box 16, Folder 10 

Zion, Pershing (Wayne County) Box 16, Folder 11 

St. John’s, Peru Box 16, Folder 12 

St. John’s, Rensselaer Box 16, Folder 13 

Indiana Lutheran’s 19th Century Box 16, Folder 14 

Lutheran’s in the U.S. and Indiana Box 16, Folder 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 


