
Collection # 
M 1337 

 

 

INDIANA PIPE ORGANS 
PAPERS, 1839-2007 

 

Collection Information 1 

Historical Sketch 2 

Scope and Content Note 3 

Contents 4 

  

 

 

 

Processed by 

Jessica Fischer 
December 2017 

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department 
William Henry Smith Memorial Library 

Indiana Historical Society 
450 West Ohio Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269 

www.indianahistory.org 

 

http://www.indianahistory.org/


Indiana Historical Society Indiana Pipe Organs Page 1 

COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

4 Manuscript Boxes, 1 Color Photograph Folder 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

1839-2007 

PROVENANCE: Stephen J. Schnurr Jr., 7323 Hemlock Ave, Gary IN, 46403 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

Stephen J. Schnurr, Organ Historical Society organ atlas 
2007: central Indiana region, ML 561.7.139   O74 2007. 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

2012.0329 

NOTES:  



Indiana Historical Society Indiana Pipe Organs Page 2 

HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr. is the Director of Music for the Saint Paul Catholic Church in 
Valparaiso, Indiana. Schnurr's background is in music. He holds four degrees in the 
musical arts: Master of Music, Master of Musical Arts, and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees 
from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music/School of Music, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Music and Latin from Duke University. 

In addition to his role as music director, Schnurr has performed in various roles for the 
Organ Historical Society. One of these roles was serving as part of the convention 
committee for the Central Indiana OHS Convention in 2007. As part of this role, Schnurr 
researched pipe organs of Central Indiana and published his research as an atlas-Organ 
Historical Society Organ Atlas 2007: Central Indiana Region.  

The Organ Historical Society began in 1956 with the goal of creating a comprehensive 
list with specifications and descriptions of American organs, and share that information 
with organ scholars. The mission of the society is as follows, " The Organ Historical 
Society celebrates, preserves, and studies the pipe organ in America in all its historic 
styles, through research, education, advocacy, and music." The society has worked 
towards this mission with ventures such as their online database of pipe organs, a historic 
organ citation program, a pipe organ focused library and archives, an annual convention, 
and multiple publications. 

Sources: 

"Biography of Stephen Schnurr, Director of Music." St. Paul Catholic Church. Accessed 
December 27, 2017. http://saintpaulvalpo.org/biography-of-stephen-schnurr-director-of-
music/. 

Friesen, Michael D., Victor Hoyt, Gregory FitzGeraĺd Crowell, Charles N. Eberline, 
William Van Pelt, and Stephen J. Schnurr. 2007. Organ Historical Society Organ Atlas 
2007: Central Indiana Region. Richmond, Va: Organ Historical Society Press. 

"Mission Statement." The OHS. Accessed December 27, 2017. 
https://organhistoricalsociety.org/about-the-ohs/mission-and-history/?v=7516fd43adaa. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection is composed of the research papers of Stephen J. Schnurr, Jr. for his book, 
Organ Historical Society Organ Atlas 2007: Central Indiana Region. The collection 
consists primarily of photocopies of contracts, articles, recital programs, and church 
brochures related to multiple organizations in Indiana that own or have owned pipe organs.  

The Indiana pipe organs covered in the materials in this collection are from the following 
cities in Indiana: Bloomington, Brownsburg, Columbus, Crawfordsville, Evansville, 
Frankfort, Greencastle, Indianapolis, Lagro, Logansport, Marion, Pershing, Peru, 
Plainfield, Richmond, and Rushville.  
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Box 1, Folder 2 
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Tabernacle Christian Church, Columbus, IN                                 
Church Pamphlet, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 4 

Calvary United Methodist Church, Brownsburg, IN                        
Articles about Organ, 1994-1995 

Box 1, Folder 5 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, IN                                                    
Organ Contract and Specification Sheet, 1935 & 1994 

Box 1, Folder 6 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, IN                                                    
Articles about Organ, 1933-1938 

Box 1, Folder 7 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, IN                                                    
Correspondence, Contact at Wabash, 2006 

Box 1, Folder 8 

Wabash College, Crawfordsville, IN                                                    
Organ Recital Programs, 1935 & 2003-2006 

Box 1, Folder 9 

Zion Lutheran Church, Pershing, IN                                              
News Clipping, Letter, Specification Sheet, 2000-2006 

Box 1, Folder 10 
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News Clipping, 1960; Pipe Organ Dedication Program, 
1992 

Box 1, Folder 11 
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Terquasquicentennial Booklet, 2006 

Box 1, Folder 12 
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Organ Dedication Booklet, 2003      
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Box 1, Folder 17 

Gobin Methodist Church, Greencastle, IN                                     
Organ Contracts, 1929-1948 
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Correspondence-Organ Preservation, 2006-2007 
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St. Andrew Episcopal Church, Greencastle, IN                                    
Organ Info, Articles, 1998-2007 

Box 1, Folder 22 

Acton United Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                            
"History of the Acton United Methodist Church", 1977 

Box 1, Folder 23 

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Indianapolis, IN                                                                             
Organ Specifications, 1976; Article on Organ, 2006 

Box 1, Folder 24 

Broadway United Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                  
Articles, Correspondence, 1927-2007 

Box 1, Folder 25 

Broadway United Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                        
Organ Specification Sheets, 1927-2001 

Box 1, Folder 26 
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Organ Contract, 1950-1953; Articles about Organ, 
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Box 1, Folder 27 
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Correspondence and Articles, 1931-2007 

Box 1, Folder 28 
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North United Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                                    
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Box 1, Folder 30 
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Box 1, Folder 31 
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"Five Years of Building Community", Old Centrum 
Foundation, Booklet, 2004 

Box 1, Folder 32 
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2000 

Box 1, Folder 33 

Roberts Park United Methodist, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Organ Contract/Specifications, 1915 &1971 

Box 1, Folder 34 

Roberts Park United Methodist, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Organ Opening Exhibition, Program, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 35 

Roberts Park United Methodist, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Articles about Organ, 1915-2007 

Box 1, Folder 36 

Roberts Park United Methodist, Indianapolis, IN                                     
"Roberts Park Church 1821-1982" by William A. Kerr, 
1984 

Box 1, Folder 37 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                              
"Return to Splendor: A History of Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Catholic Church in Indianapolis after the Fire of 
27 April 2001" by James J. Divita, 2003 

Box 2, Folder 1 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                              
Article Clippings, 1916 & 1941 

Box 2, Folder 2 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                              
Correspondence-Schnurr and Wick Organ Co., 2006 

Box 2, Folder 3 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                              
Organ Specification Sheets, 1940 

Box 2, Folder 4 

Saint Joan of Arc Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                     
Correspondence, Article Clippings, and Organ 
Specification Sheet, 1929-2006 

Box 2, Folder 5 
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St. John Evangelist Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                
Organ Specification Sheets, 1935 & 1995     

Box 2, Folder 6 

St. John Evangelist Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                
Correspondence-Rebuild of organ, 1935 & Enclosure 
of program, 2003; Article Clipping, 1936     

Box 2, Folder 7 

St. Luke United Methodist, Indianapolis, IN                                 
Article Clippings, 1966 & 1999; Dedication Concert 
Program, 1999; Organ Specification Sheet, n.d. 

Box 2, Folder 8 

Scottish Rite Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN                                                         
Organ Contract, 1928; Organ Specification Sheets, 
1928 

Box 2, Folder 9 

Scottish Rite Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN                                                         
Article Clippings, 1927-1980; Correspondence, 1994-
2007 

Box 2, Folder 10 

Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Organ & Music Booklets, ca. 2000s                                                

Box 2, Folder 11 

 

Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Article Clippings, 1918-1960                                                

Box 2, Folder 12 

Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                                
Organ Contract and Specification Sheets, 1966-1968                  

Box 2, Folder 13 

Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                                     
Correspondence between Michael Friesen & Barbara 
Owen, 1997                                                 

Box 2, Folder 14 

Warren Center for Performing Arts, Indianapolis, IN                   
Excerpt from "Indianapolis Theaters from A to Z", 
pages 59-61, 1993 

Box 2, Folder 15 

Zion United Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN                             
Organ Specifications & Correspondence, 2000 

Box 2, Folder 16 

Zion United Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN                             
Organ Dedication Programs, 1913 &1999; Zion 
Church History Booklet, 1976 

Box 2, Folder 17 

Zion United Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN                             
Article Clippings, 1913-2000 

Box 2, Folder 18 
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All Souls Unitarian, Indianapolis, IN                                                    
Organ Contract, 1910; Organ Specification Sheet, 1963 

Box 2, Folder 19 

All Souls Unitarian, Indianapolis, IN                                                    
Organ Dedication Recital Program, 1963; Article 
Clippings, 1911-1963 

Box 2, Folder 20 

James Allison Residence, Indianapolis, IN                            
Organ Contract & Contract Addition, 1911-1912 

Box 2, Folder 21 

Indiana School for the Blind, Indianapolis, IN                           
Organ Specification Sheets, n.d. 

Box 2, Folder 22 

Indiana Central Christian Church, Indianapolis, IN                             
Organ Contract & Spec. Sheets, 1953; 
Correspondence-Michael Friesen & Stephen Schnurr, 
2006 

Box 2, Folder 23 

College Avenue Baptist Church, Indianapolis, IN                         
News Clipping, 1893 

Box 2, Folder 24 

Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, Indianapolis, IN                              
Organ Contract, ca. 1930 

Box 2, Folder 25 

First Church of Christ Scientist, Indianapolis, IN                              
Article Clippings, 1910-1912 

Box 2, Folder 26 

First Baptist Church, Indianapolis, IN                                  
Organ Specification Sheets, 1959; Article Clippings, 
1943 & 1987 

Box 2, Folder 27 

Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN                              
Organ Contract & Specifications, 1953-1954 

Box 2, Folder 28 

Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN                   
Article Clippings, 1839-1997            

Box 2, Folder 29 

Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN                              
Correspondence about Organ Build, 1953-1954  

Box 2, Folder 30 

First Evangelical Church, Indianapolis, IN                             
Organ Contract, 1919; Organ Rebuild Contract, 1930; 
Organ Specification Sheet, 2006 

Box 2, Folder 31 

First Evangelical Church, Indianapolis, IN                                        
Article Clippings, 1914-2006 

Box 2, Folder 32 
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First Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                          
Organ Contract & Spec. Sheet, 1956; Article Clippings, 
1872-1956 

Box 3, Folder 1 

Fourth Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN                                   
Article Clipping, 1953 

Box 3, Folder 2 

J. Edward Krause Residence, Indianapolis, IN                  
Organ Contract, 1925 

Box 3, Folder 3 

Louis H. Levey Residence, Indianapolis, IN                                
Organ Contract, 1908; Correspondence-Steve Smith to 
Stephen Schnurr, 2011 

Box 3, Folder 4 

Josiah K. Lilly Residence, Indianapolis, IN                                
Organ Contract, 1927-1936 

Box 3, Folder 5 

Meridian Street Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                  
Organ Contract, 1917; Organ Sale Agreement (shows 
organ specs.), 1950 

Box 3, Folder 6 

Meridian Street Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN          
Article Clippings, 1923-2006 

Box 3, Folder 7 

Meridian Street Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN                   
Church & Organ Recital Programs, 1906-2002 

Box 3, Folder 8 

Saint Anthony Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                                   
Organ Contract & Letter, 1910; Article Clipping, 1976                                   

Box 3, Folder 9 

Third Church of Christ Scientist, Indianapolis, IN                     
Organ Contract, 1929; Article Clipping, 1932 

Box 3, Folder 10 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN                                         
Article Clipping, 1919 

Box 3, Folder 11 

Woodruff Place Baptist Church, Indianapolis, IN                           
Organ Dedication Program, 1927 

Box 3, Folder 12 

Central Indianapolis Hospital for the Insane, Indianapolis, IN    
Organ Specifications, 1976 

Box 3, Folder 13 

 

First Congregational Church, Indianapolis, IN                                
Organ Specifications, 1976 

Box 3, Folder 14 

First German Methodist Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN           
Organ Specifications, 1976 

Box 3, Folder 15 
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First United Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                      
Organ Contract, 1917 

Box 3, Folder 16 

Fourth Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                                
Organ Contract, 1909; Article Clippings, 1922 & 1987 

Box 3, Folder 17 

Memorial Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                            
Article Clippings, 1920 & 1975; Correspondence-Stephen 
Schnurr, 2006 

Box 3, Folder 18 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                            
Organ Contract, 1919 

Box 3, Folder 19 

Plymouth Congregational Church, Indianapolis, IN                 
Organ Specification Sheets, 1976; Article Clippings, 1893 

Box 3, Folder 20 

Second Church of Christ Scientist, Indianapolis, IN                      
Organ Rebuild Contract, 1940; Article Clippings, 1913-1914 

Box 3, Folder 21 

William G. Sullivan Residence, Indianapolis, IN                     
Organ Contract, 1922 

Box 3, Folder 22 

Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, IN                          
Organ Contract, 1929; Organ Specifications, 1986; Article 
Clippings, 1863-1923 

Box 3, Folder 23 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN                               
Article Clippings, 1868-1989 

Box 3, Folder 24 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN                               
Organ Contract, 1953; Organ Specifications, ca. 1980s 

Box 3, Folder 25 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN                               
Correspondence-Stephen Schnurr & Frank Boles, 1980 & 
2007; Organ Dedication Program, 2010 

Box 3, Folder 26 

St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church, Indianapolis, IN                           
Organ Contract, 1941; Organ Specifications, ca. 1930-1970; 
Article Clippings, 1937-1937 

Box 3, Folder 27 

American Guild of Organists, Indianapolis, IN                        
Indianapolis Kinetic Blower Receipts, 1907-1963 

Box 3, Folder 28 

American Guild of Organists, Indianapolis, IN                        
AGO Pipe Organ Registry, 1983; AGO "Fanfare" Program, 
June 1993 

Box 3, Folder 29 
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Saint Patrick Catholic Church, Lagro, IN                                             
Historical Notes about Church, 1907 & 2000-2005; Photocopy 
Images of Organ, n.d.; Organ Recital Program, 2005 

Box 3, Folder 30 

Saint Patrick Catholic Church, Lagro, IN                                             
Correspondence (with notes on organ)-Barbara Owen & 
Stephen Schnurr, 2004-2006 

Box 3, Folder 31 

Saint Patrick Catholic Church, Lagro, IN                                             
Article Clippings, 1889-2004 

Box 3, Folder 32 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Logansport, IN                    
Correspondence with Organ Specifications, 2006-2007; 
Historical Sketches, n.d. 

Box 4, Folder 1 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Logansport, IN                   
"A History of the St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
1848-1988", 1988 

Box 4, Folder 2 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Logansport, IN                     
"St. James Lutheran Church Centennial, 1848-1948", 1948 

Box 4, Folder 3 

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN                                           
Article Clippings, 1942-1948; Handwritten Organ History, n.d. 

Box 4, Folder 4 

Municipal Organ, Evansville, IN                                                         
Article Clippings, 1919-1923; "Music in Indiana" Excerpt, ca. 
1920s; Evansville AGO "From the Dean", Letter, 2006 

Box 4, Folder 5 

Arsenal Tech High School, Indianapolis, IN                                      
Article Clipping, 1929 

Box 4, Folder 6 

 

Loew's Theater, Indianapolis, IN                                                      
Organ Contract, 1919-1920 

Box 4, Folder 7 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Lagro, IN                                                        
Organ Contract, 1919 

Box 4, Folder 8 

Lyric Theater, Marion, IN                                                  
Organ Contract, 1916 

Box 4, Folder 9 

Memorial Auditorium, Marion, IN                                                 
"The Charles G. Barley Memorial Organ", History by Thad 
Reynolds, n.d. 

Box 4, Folder 10 
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Memorial Auditorium, Marion, IN                                                 
Organ Specifications and Order Sheet, 1928; Article 
Clippings, 1924-1976 

Box 4, Folder 11 

United Brethren Church, Peru, IN                                               
Organ Contract, 1918 

Box 4, Folder 12 

St. Borromeo Catholic Church, Peru, IN                             
Organ Specifications, 1985; Article Clippings, 1941 & 2006-
2006; Correspondence-Schnurr, 2006 

Box 4, Folder 13 

Western Yearly Friends Meeting House, Plainfield, IN                          
Organ Specifications & Description, n.d.; Article Clipping, 
2000 

Box 4, Folder 14 

Reid Memorial United Presbyterian Church, Richmond, IN         
Organ Contract and Specifications, 1900; Organ 
Specifications, 1905-1958 

Box 4, Folder 15 

Reid Memorial United Presbyterian Church, Richmond, IN         
Church Descriptions, 2006; Article Clippings, 1938-1959 

Box 4, Folder 16 

Reid Memorial United Presbyterian Church, Richmond, IN         
Correspondence, 1955-1958 & 2007; Organ Recital Program, 
1958 

Box 4, Folder 17 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Richmond, IN                                       
Organ Build Correspondence, 1922-1926; Organ Contract, 
1926 

Box 4, Folder 18 

Saint Paul Episcopal Church, Richmond, IN                                       
Organ Specifications, 2007; Article Clippings, 1965 

Box 4, Folder 19 

First English Lutheran Church, Richmond, IN                       
Organ Contract, 1916 

Box 4, Folder 20 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran, Richmond, IN                      
Organ Contract, 1951; Article Clipping, 1933 

Box 4, Folder 21 

Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond, IN                                 
Organ Contract, 1916 

Box 4, Folder 22 

South 8th Street Friends Church, Richmond, IN                                       
Organ Contract, 1917 

Box 4, Folder 23 

First Presbyterian Church, Richmond, IN                          
Organ Contract, 1913 

Box 4, Folder 24 
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Murrette Theater, Richmond, IN                                                           
Organ Contract, 1919 

Box 4, Folder 25 

First Methodist Episcopal Church, Rushville, IN                        
Organ Contract, 1920 

Box 4, Folder 26 

St. Paul Methodist Church Rushville, IN                                             
Organ Contract, 1917 

Box 4, Folder 27 

First Presbyterian Church, Rushville, IN                           
Article Clipping, 1939 

Box 4, Folder 28 

1931 AGO Indianapolis Convention, Article Clippings, 1931 Box 4, Folder 29 

Organ Historical Society Convention, Central Indiana, 
Program, 2007 

Box 4, Folder 30 

Ernest White, Article Clippings, 1939-1980 Box 4, Folder 31 

Wabash College Chapel Organ, 2007 Cold Storage: 
Color Photographs, 
Folder 1 
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