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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Indiana Convention and Visitors Association (ICVA) originated around 1923, when
local businessmen founded the Indianapolis Convention and Publicity Bureau (ICPB). The
objective of these organizations was to attract convention business to the city. By 1932,
conventions generated over $5 million for Indianapolis. Though the convention business
experienced a decline during World War 11, tourism in Indianapolis increased after the war.

The ICPB changed its name to the Indianapolis Convention and Visitors Bureau (ICVB)
by 1947. Through the 1960s, tourism continued to generate millions for the local economy.
The ICVB was reorganized in 1977, and by the following year had developed revenue of
$192 million.

The ICVB was located in the 1201 suite of the Roosevelt Building on North Illinois Street.
In 1972, a new convention center was opened at 100 South Capitol Avenue. In 1983, the
ICVB changed its name to the current Indiana Convention and Visitors Association.

In 1984, the Hoosier Dome was built as an expansion to the Convention Center. By 1993,
other significant expansions to the convention center were completed, including skywalks
to downtown hotels. Lucas Oil Stadium was included as part of the convention center upon
its completion in 2008.

Sources:

Markisohn, Deborah B., “Indianapolis Convention Center,” The Encyclopedia of
Indianapolis, ed. David J. Bodenhamer and Robert G. Barrows (Bloomington &
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994) 734.

Markisohn, Deborah B., “Indianapolis Convention and Visitors Association,” The
Encyclopedia of Indianapolis, ed. David J. Bodenhamer and Robert G. Barrows
(Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994) 771-772.

Information in collection.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains various images from sites and events in Indianapolis and Indiana
including hotels, government and other buildings, memorials, Indianapolis 500, country
clubs, state and Indianapolis parks, exhibitions, conventions, athletes, and stadiums. Also
within the collection are promotional materials and documents from the convention bureau
including copies from “Outdoor Indiana,” “Indianapolis Welcomes You” brochures,
“Indianapolis. City on a Fast Track” booklet, as well as Circle Centre and Conseco
Fieldhouse grand opening fliers and invitations.
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Indianapolis Government buildings, N.D.

Indianapolis building exteriors, ca. 1930s, N.D.

Butler University buildings, 1961, N.D.

Crown Hill Cemetery entrance, ca. 1970s

Woodstock Country Club, N.D.

Indianapolis School buildings, N.D.

Morris-Butler house, N.D.

James Whitcomb Riley Home, N.D.

Market Square Arena, ca. 1974

Drag Races at Indianapolis Raceway, ca. 1969

Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 1966-1975. N.D.

Indiana State Fairgrounds, 1936, N.D.

Indianapolis Aerials, 1964-1968, N.D.

Downtown Indianapolis aerial sketch, N.D.

CONTAINER

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 3

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 4

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 5

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 6

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 9

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 10

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 11

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 12

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 13

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 14

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 15

Indiana Historical Society Indiana Convention Center and Visitors Association



Downtown Indianapolis parades, ca. 1960s
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