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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

The Hayes Family can all trace their lineage back to Henry Hayes, who originally emigrated 

to the American colonies from England in 1705. Hayes settled in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania after purchasing 1000 acres of land from William Penn. Hayes’ grandson, 

Captain Joseph Hayes, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, moved his family to Dearborn 

County, Indiana in 1791. The family now has thousands of descendants, and relatives have 

met every year since 1905 for the Hayes Family Reunion. The mission of the reunion is to 

“commemorate the sturdy and courageous qualities of our pioneer and Revolutionary War 

ancestors who settled in the Ohio Valley at the mouth of the Great Miami River in 1791 and 

thus became the first families of Ohio and Indiana.” The reunion was generally held in 

Elizabethtown, Ohio, and reunions consist of social hours, dinner, patriotic songs, a religious 

invocation, a reading of minutes from the prior year’s gathering, reports from those elected 

to leadership in the Hayes Family Reunion organization, and reports on family genealogy. 

Each year, those attending the reunion also receive a ribbon commemorating that year’s 

gathering. 

 

Sources: 

Materials in the collection.  
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains information related to the Hayes Family Reunions, including 

ribbons and programs for most years, beginning in 1907. The collection also contains copies 

of genealogical resources for the Hayes Family, photographs documenting family reunions, 

and a few original documents contributed to the collection by Hayes family members.  
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CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

[Clippings related to the Hayes Family/Hayes Family 

Reunion], n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 1 

[Information on the Enos Hayes Family], n.d. Box 1, Folder 2 

Frank Pottenger Hayes Family Genealogy, n.d. Box 1, Folder 3 

Genealogy of the John Jackson Family, compiled by 

Alta Mae Jackson Hart, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 4 

Photograph, [Ezra Jackson and Hattie Markland in 

front of original log house of Joseph Hayes III and 

Nancy Billingsley Hayes], n.d. 

Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 5 

Hayes Family Crest, n.d. OM0768 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Hayes Family Tree Forms, n.d. Box 1, Folder 5 

[Information on name origin and family crests], n.d. Box 1, Folder 6 

[Information on the Solomon Hayes Family], n.d. Box 1, Folder 7 

Photograph, Gravestone of Solomon Hayes, n.d. Photographs, 

Folder 2 of 5 

 

Portrait, Lewis L. Guard, n.d. Photographs, 

Folder 3 of 5 

 

Martha McKinney Family Photographs, n.d. Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 1 

 

Portrait, Nancy Billingsley Hayes, n.d. Photographs, 

Folder 4 of 5 

 

Portrait, Sarah E. Stevens Hayes, n.d. Photographs, 

Folder 5 of 5 

 

Dearborn County Land Deed, Joseph Hayes, 1831 

[photocopy] 

OM0768 

Folder 1 of 1 

Hayes Genealogy, 1835 [copy] [See digital file] 
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Indenture, Jacob and Leah Hayes, 1836 OM0768 

Folder 1 of 1 

 

Transcription of the Diary of Enoch Hayes, 1858-1895 Box 1, Folder 8 

Autobiography of Joseph Hayes and Nancy 

Billingsley Hayes, 1868 [photocopy] 

Box 1, Folder 9 

Proceedings of the Bi-Centennial Gathering of the 

Descendants of Henry Hayes at Unionville, Chester 

County, PA, 2 September 1905 

General Collection: 

2012.0193 

 

Receipts, Thomas McKinney Sr.,1907-1908 Box 1, Folder 10 

Commemorative Hayes Family Reunion Ribbons, 

1907-2010 

Box 1, Folder 11 

Hayes Family Reunion Programs, 1914-1983 Box 1, Folder 12 

Reunion Reports, 1926-1970 (1 of 2) Box 1, Folder 13 

Reunion Reports, 1926-1970 (2 of 2) Box 1, Folder 14 

The Hayes Family by Royal S. Hayes, 1928 General Collection: 

2012.0193 

 

Hayes Family Correspondence, 1928-2004 Box 1, Folder 15 

Hayes Family Reunion Register, 1933-1997 BV5564 

Scrapbook, Hayes Family Reunion, 1939-2003 

[photocopy] 

Box 1, Folder 16 

Hayes Family Reunion Group Photographs, 1949 

[copy]; 1990; 2000-2002; 2004; 2009 

Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 2 

 

Hayes Family Reunion Programs, Minutes, and 

Reports, 1984-2011 

Box 1, Folder 17 

Michael Edmonds Addition to Hayes Genealogy, ca. 

1990s 

Box 1, Folder 18 

Road Map of Dearborn County Indiana, 22 July 1991 Map Collection: 

2012.0193 
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Photographs, Hayes Family Reunion, 1992 Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 3 

 

Hayes Means Barnes, compiled by Amy Sanders, 

1995 

Box 1, Folder 19 

Correspondence, Allan Cornelius, 1999-2007 Box 2, Folder 1 

Biographical Information, Royal S. Hayes, 2002 Box 2, Folder 2 

Miller Burial Ground, 2003-2009 Box 2, Folder 3 

Correspondence, 100th Annual Hayes Family Reunion, 

2004 

Box 2, Folder 4 

Photographs, 100th Annual Hayes Family Reunion, 

2004 

Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 4 

 

Photographs, [Arrangement of family reunion ribbons, 

programs and quilt], 2005 

Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 5 

 

Photographs, 101st Hayes Family Reunion, Shawnee 

Lookout Park, 2 October 2005 

Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 6 

 

Henry Hayes Family Tricentennial Documents, 2005 Box 2, Folder 5 

Photographs, Henry Hayes Tricentennial Reunion 

Visit to West Chester, PA, 2005 

Cold Storage: 

Color Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 7 

 

Henry Hayes Genealogy, 9 August 2005 [See digital file] 

Alexander Guard, 1761-1988 by Melba Guard, 2008 Box 2, Folder 6 

Digital copy of collection materials, [Hayes Archive], 

1858-2011 

[See digital file] 

 


