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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

This collection contains a handwritten letter from Gustave Rhodey to his son, Charles
(Chas) Rhodey. Gustave was born to immigrant German parents in Texas in 1876. In 1898
he married Amelia, and the two moved to Maryland, her home state. That same year the
two had their first child, Chas. Two more children followed. In 1910, the family moved to
Ohio, but shortly after moved to Center, Marion County, Indiana. Gustave worked as a
traveling salesman and passed away in 1935.

During World War I, Chas served in the Navy. After being released from service, Chas
became a chemist, and married Helen in 1923, a native to Indiana. The two moved to
Marion County, where he died in 1978.

The Hotel English, built in phases by William H. English, was opened for business in 1880
on the northwest quadrangle of Monument Circle. English added onto the home of W.S.
Hubbard, the previous occupant, and the building had an adjacent opera house bearing the
English family name. The Victorian building was demolished in 1948 and is considered
one of the biggest preservation losses in Indiana.

Sources:
Materials from collection.

Ancestry. "Gustave Rhodey." Ancestry.com. Accessed December 15, 2014.
http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dlI?gI=ROOT_CATEGORY &rank=1&new=1&s0=3&MSAV=0&gss=ms_r_f-
2_s&gsfn=gustave&gsfn_x=NN&gsIn=rhodey&gsin_x=NN&msbdy=1876&msbpn__ftp=
Texas%2C+USA&msypn__ftp=Indiana%2C+USA&uidh=vu4&msbhdy x=1&msbdp=2.

Hostetler, Joan. "Then and Now: English Hotel and Opera House, 120 Monument Circle."”
Historic Indianapolis. July 14, 2011. Accessed December 15, 2014.
http://historicindianapolis.com/then-and-now-english-hotel-and-opera-house-120-
monument-circle/.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains a letter from Gustave Rhodey [1876-1935] to his son, Charles
(Chas) Rhodey [1898-1978], written on February 11, 1919. Gustave was most likely
traveling to Indianapolis and staying at Hotel English in downtown Indianapolis because
the stationary is from that hotel.

The letter contains information of the family and family friends as well as a joke about an
Irishman trying to get into heaven.
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CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may
lead you to related materials:

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:
http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2. Click on the "Basic Search™ icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC 3086).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings
that can be searched for related materials.
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