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HISTORICAL SKETCH

In 1821 surveyors Alexander Ralston and Elias P. Fordham laid out streets and lots for the
soon-to-be capital city of Indianapolis. This Mile Square plan provided one hundred 12-lot
blocks bounded by broad streets in a grid pattern. A central circular block and four
diagonal streets overlay the grid. In 1825 Indianapolis became the capital with 500
residents.

By the 1830s, mercantile establishments and hotels occupied Washington Street. In 1853
the first Union Station opened, with an enormous train shed and passenger depot that
served rail lines from every direction. By 1860 the city’s population was 18,611 and many
downtown streets were illuminated by gas lamps. During the 1860s and 1870s warehouses
were built between the retail district and Union Station.

English’s Opera House and Hotel on the northwest quadrant of the Circle was built in the
early 1880s. One block west of this grand structure was the Cyclorama, a large
windowless round building lit by a circular skylight that featured large panoramic
paintings of battles and Biblical scenes for visitors to view.

Limestone became the signature building material of the late nineteenth century in
Indianapolis. It was used in 1876 for the Marion County Courthouse and in 1888 for the
new State House. The U.S. Court House and Post Office at Meridian and Ohio streets was
constructed from limestone in 1903-1905.

A new Union Station was built in 1888 to better meet growing transportation needs. By
1890 the population of Indianapolis was more than 100,000. Population pressures
demanded more efficient use of space for housing, so downtown apartment buildings
began to appear in the 1890s.

The Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument was built in the middle of the Circle
from 1888 to 1901. The 248-foot limestone obelisk is crowned by a bronze statue of
Victory and surrounded by statuary, pools, fountains, and steps.

By 1904 the Cyclorama building had been replaced by the new train shed of the
Indianapolis Traction and Terminal Company. The nine-track shed could handle 400 cars
daily and serviced an electric interurban rail system. An adjacent nine-story building
housed the headquarters of the traction line as well as other businesses. In 1910
Indianapolis had more than 233,000 residents, many of whom lived outside the Mile
Square, although still largely in Center Township. Streetcar routes extended five miles
north and south of the terminal while the interurbans extended into neighboring counties
and beyond.

Sources:

Monroe, Elizabeth Brand. “Built Environment.” In The Encyclopedia of Indianapolis,
edited by Bodenhamer, David J. and Robert G. Barrows. Bloomington and Indianapolis:
Indiana University Press, 1994: 23-31. General Collection: F534 .155 E4
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This photograph album contains 84 black-and-white photographs primarily of buildings
and street scenes in downtown Indianapolis, mostly from the 1890s through the 1910s.
These include businesses, churches, government buildings, residences, and some outlying
areas. In addition, the album begins with a photograph of an 1855 map, followed by a
photograph of a sketch. The photograph on page 25 of the album includes a reproduction
of a newspaper clipping. The last page of the aloum is a photograph of typed song lyrics.
Some photographs are copies of earlier photographs. Many of these photographs were
taken by the W.H. Bass Photo Company; several others were taken by Bruce Maxwell.

Photographed buildings and street scenes include those on the following streets: Alabama
Street, Ohio Street, Meridian Street, Pennsylvania Street, Washington Street, Illinois
Street, Capitol Avenue, Market Street, Indiana Avenue, Kentucky Avenue, Massachusetts
Avenue, Virginia Avenue, Georgia Avenue, and New York Street. Photographed
residences are located at 13" Street and College Avenue, on North Meridian Street, North
Pennsylvania Street, 38" Street (formerly Maple Road) and Capitol Avenue, Broadway,
and some unidentified locations.

This album belonged to the donor’s mother, Catherine Connelly Haney (1898-1983). The
pages have been numbered on back.
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CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Page 1: Photo of map of Indianapolis and suburbs
compiled by A.B. Condit, City Engineer, 1855

Page 2: Photo of sketch of first Union Station, n.d.

Page 3: Original Road #40 Bridge across White River
just north of present (1982) bridge, shows people on
riverboat Packet Gov. Morton, n.d. (copied by W.H.
Bass Photo Co., #31201, on 8 October 1912)

Page 4: People gathered by third Indiana State House
decorated for funeral for President Lincoln, 1865
(copied by W.H. Bass Photo Co., #31199, on

7 October 1912)

Page 5: Indiana State House with Rock Island Plow
Co. in background [ca. 1890s]

Page 6: Construction of the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument [ca. 1890s]

Page 7: Continued construction of the Soldiers and
Sailors Monument [ca. 1890s] (photo by Bruce
Maxwell)

Page 8: Completed Soldiers and Sailors Monument
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #21152, 19 August 1911)

Page 9: School of Music and Art; this building also
served as City Hall. Also shows shop for Frank
Fertig, house and sign painter, and a millinery shop
(original photo ca. 1895; this is a copy by W.H. Bass
Photo Co., #14369, made on 17 October 1908)

Page 10: City Hall at northwest corner of Alabama
and Ohio Streets [W.H. Bass Photo Co., #27854,
17 April 1912]

Page 11: Looking east from Meridian to Pennsylvania
Street, 1912 [W.H. Bass Photo Co., #31197, 7 October
1912]
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Page 12: Looking west on Washington Street from
L.S. Ayres on Meridian Street, shows streetcar,
Taylor’s Carpets, Wasson & Co., H.H. Lee’s
Groceries, New Arcade, and a bank; 1901 is written
on back

Page 13: Looking south on Meridian from Monument
Circle, shows Wm. Laurie & Co., Pursell Dental
Parlor, Hildebrand Hardware Co., Kahn Tailoring Co,
and other businesses, n.d.

Page 14: Looking east on Washington from Illinois
Street, shows streetcars and an Indianapolis Abattoir
Co. wagon, W. T. Marcy Jeweler, Taylor Carpet Co.,
Badger Furniture Co., a railroad office, and dental
office, n.d.

Page 15: View of a portion the business district near
Ohio and Capitol streets, with cyclorama building at
right, E.T. Smith Fish & Oysters, English Hotel,
Iroquois European Hotel, and Badger Furniture Co.
and Soldiers and Sailors Monument in the distance,
n.d.

Page 16: Bird’s eye view looking south on Meridian
Street from Monument Circle with the Occidental
Building to the left under construction, shows
National City Bank and Wasson’s [ca. 1914]

Page 17: Looking west from the top of the Soldiers
and Sailors Monument, Indiana Statehouse is in the
middle, W.H. Block Co. on the left, Traction Terminal
Building on the right at Illinois Street, n.d.

Page 18: Massachusetts Avenue looking northeast,
Studebaker sign on top of the Meridian Life Building
on the left, flatiron building near center is the Knights
of Pythias building, Murat Shrine Temple in distance,
n.d.

Page 19: Looking east from Pennsylvania Street on
Market Street, Fletcher Trust Building, American
National Bank Building, Marion County Courthouse
in the distance on the right, Vonnegut Hardware Co.,
sign for Taggart’s Bread in distance, n.d.
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Page 20: Aerial view of Indiana Avenue looking
northwest, n.d.

Page 21: Aerial view of Kentucky Avenue looking
southwest, Taylor’s Furniture, D. Sommers & Co.
Furniture, rooftop sign in lower right corner says
“Rink’s”, n.d.

Page 22: Virginia Avenue looking southeast,
Vonnegut Hardware Co., Goldstein’s, Aetna Trust &
Savings Co., Odd Fellows Building to left of center,
Hotel Washington, Gately’s, National City Bank, n.d.

Page 23: View looking north on Meridian Street from
Monument Circle, n.d.

Page 24: lllinois and Washington Street looking east,
streetcars, Hook’s Drugs, L.S. Ayres and Company,
Bales & Bales Clothing, W.F. Ten Eyck Tailor, Dr.
Clayton’s office, Fidelity Loan Co., United Cigar
Stores Co., (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #42535, 26 June
1915)

Page 25: Reproduction of a ca. 1857 view of North
Pennsylvania Street taken from Washington Street,
shows Roberts Chapel and Gott & Featherston auction
house; below is reproduction of an 1877 clipping from
the Indianapolis Journal pertaining to the photograph.
(copied by W.H. Bass Photo Co., #31188, 7 October
1912)

Page 26: Looking north on Pennsylvania Street from
Georgia Street, the demolished William Hacker
Masonic Library. In the distance are Henry J. Huder’s
pharmacy and the Grand Opera House [ca. 1895].
(photo by Bruce Maxwell)

Page 27: Looking north on Pennsylvania Street from
Virginia Avenue, streetcar lines visible and the
Indianapolis Odd Fellows Building is on the right with
Henry J. Huder’s pharmacy, Accordion Plaiting Co.,
Ball & Moore dental office, Aetna Mortgage Loan
Co.; across the street is the When Store, Deschler’s,
and Everts dental office (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#20616, 9 November 1910)
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Page 28: Grand Theater Opera House featuring
vaudeville, also housing Norbert Landgraf Tailoring
Co., Dix dental office, Dr. Caldwell’s office,
Blickensderfer Typewriters, Tuckahoe Lithia Water,
and Kriel’s Havana Cigars [ca. 1907]

Page 29: Saint Mary's Church on New Jersey Street in
the distance, from 150 North Pennsylvania Street,
Hurty-Francis Pharmacy, n.d.

Page 30: Demolition of the First Presbyterian Church
located on the southwest corner of New York and
Pennsylvania Streets [ca. 1920s]

Page 31: Northeast corner of Pennsylvania and Market
Street, this block is advertised as the Insurance Block
and includes Coe & Roache Fire Insurance office,
Louis G. Deschler’s cigar store, real estate and
attorney offices (photo by Bruce Maxwell, n.d.)

Page 32: Looking north on Pennsylvania from
Washington Street, the Odd Fellows Building on the
left, with the Consolidated Building in the distance
behind it, streetcars, Henry J. Huder’s pharmacy,
Gregg Cleaner & Dyer, Indianapolis Mortar & Fuel
Co.; Jones, Hammond &Jones law offices (W.H. Bass
Photo Co., #42510, 26 June 1915)

Page 33: Looking down Massachusetts Avenue with
the Castle Hotel [ca. 1895] (photo by Bruce Maxwell)

Page 34; Knights of Pythias Building, King Piano Co.,
streetcars [ca. 1915]

Page 35: Morton residence (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#14655, 2 December 1908)

Page 36: The Pennway Building at the southeast
corner of New York and Pennsylvania Street, Story &
Clark Piano Co., Cable-Nelson Piano Co., American
Radiator Company; offices for Dr. W.B. Kitchen,
Doctor Sollis Runnels, dentist O.E. Oesterly, dentist
C. Olsen, Dr. L.C. Lowder, Dr. John F. Barnhill and
Dr. Paul B. Coble (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #35349,

21 April 1914)

Page 37: Construction of a church downtown, n.d.
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Page 38: Corner of New York and Pennsylvania
Streets, Meridian Life Building with Studebaker sign
on top as well as sign for Lennox Pianos, Indianapolis
Star building to the right (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#35094, 10 March 1914)

Page 39: Bird’s eye view looking north on Meridian
Street from Monument Circle, n.d.

Page 40: United States Court House and Post Office
on the northeast corner of Ohio and Meridian Streets
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #33135, 9 June 1913)

Page 41: Christ Church Cathedral on the northeast
corner of Monument Circle, and Meridian Tailoring in
the old Pyle House north of the church on Meridian
Street, advertisements [ca. 1905]

Page 42: Unidentified church and other buildings,
women walking, bicycles, n.d. (copy by W.H. Bass
Photo Co., #39714, made on 28 June 1915)

Page 43: Central Union Telegraph Building on North
Meridian Street, Marmon Motor Cars Co., Marion
Club (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #35302, 10 April 1914)

Page 44: Bates House, State Bank of Indiana, Rink’s,
northwest corner of Illinois and Washington Streets
[ca. 1885] (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #863)

Page 45: William H. Block Company Building located
on the southwest corner of Illinois and Market Street
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #27902, 23 April 1912)

Page 46: Claypool Hotel, Brosnan’s, Weber Drug Co.,
Monon Ticket Office, northwest corner of Illinois and
Washington Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #34882,

5 February 1914)

Page 47: Indianapolis Orphans Asylum at northeast
corner of College Avenue and 13" Street (formerly
North Western Christian University) (W.H. Bass
Photo Co., #3824, 25 November 1904)

Page 48: Residences seen at intersection of 13" Street
and College Avenue (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #42599,
13 July 1915)

Indiana Historical Society Indianapolis Street View Photo Album

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Page 8



Page 49: Streetcar (transfer car) at West Washington
and Illinois Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #31196,
7 October 1912)

Page 50: West Market Street from Monument Circle,
view of the Indiana Statehouse in the center, the
Cyclorama and Brosnan’s Cloaks & Suits to the right
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #3100, n.d.)

Page 51: Traction Terminal Building with streetcars,
several horse and buggies, the State House can be seen
on the left (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #6549, n.d.)

Page 52: Market Street looking west from Monument
Circle, English Hotel on the right, Evard jewelry store,
Statehouse in the center, Bates Hotel on left, Burton
Loan & Jewelry Co., Bailey’s Lunch, Dr. Luckett’s
office, Dr. Gasaway’s office (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#35295, 8 April 1914)

Page 53: YMCA on North Illinois Street; Gray,
Gribben & Gray Jewelers; Moses Opticians,

R. Maurath Shaving Parlor (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#8612, 27 February 1907)

Page 54: YMCA headquarters on North Illinois and
West New York Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #42365,
11 June 1915)

Page 55: People on a bridge over a stream (photo by
Bruce Maxwell, n.d.)

Page 56: Man on a bicycle next to fields, large house
in background on the left (photo by Bruce Maxwell,
n.d.)

Page 57: Bird’s eye view of houses, men working on
house under construction on the right, n.d.

Page 58: Bird’s eye view of residential area, n.d.

Page 59: Bird’s eye view of residential area, house
under construction on the right, laundry on
clotheslines, n.d.

Page 60: Neighborhood on the streetcar line, horse and
buggy (photo by Bruce Maxwell, n.d.)
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Page 61: Joseph A. Rink House, 2105 North Meridian
Street, n.d.

Page 62: Field near neighborhood, n.d.
Page 63: Houses and trees, n.d.

Page 64: Bird’s eye view of 3100 Block of
Pennsylvania Street looking east, two boys with
bicycles, n.d.

Page 65: Residential area, looking east at Maple Road
(later renamed 38" Street) and Capitol Avenue
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #42483, 24 June 1915)

Page 66: North Meridian Street Bridge over Fall
Creek, n.d.

Page 67: North Meridian Street Bridge over Fall
Creek, walking path (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #14103,
3 September 1908)

Page 68: Residence of Samuel E. Rauh and Emma
Rauh, 3024 North Meridian Street, n.d.

Page 69: Residence with large porch, n.d.
Page 70: Residence with stone wall around yard, n.d.

Page 71: Frank Van Camp residence, 2820 North
Meridian Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #7221,
18 July 1906)

Page 72: Eugene B. Foley residence, 4409 Broadway
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #25617, 18 July 1911)

Page 73: Saint Vincent Hospital (W.H. Bass Photo
Co., #32715, 16 April 1913)

Page 74: Ferdinand L. Hollweg residence (W.H. Bass
Photo Co., #25615, 18 July 1911)

Page 75: Buckingham Court Apartments, 3103 North
Meridian Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #25563, 8 July
1911)
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Page 76: Charles and Nellie Fairbanks residence,
2960 North Meridian Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co.,
#31643, 6 December 1912)

Page 77: George A. Gay House, 4210 North Meridian
Street [4310 North Meridian according to census
records] (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #27680, 4 April 1912)

Page 78: Residence of Marea Fletcher Ritzinger Hare,
later residence of author Booth Tarkington, 4270
North Meridian Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #41410,
20 February 1915)

Page 79: Robert W. Furnas residence, 3435 North
Pennsylvania Street (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #14150,
12 September 1908)

Page 80: View near Fall Creek and Brendonwood area
(W.H. Bass Photo Co., #20401, 12 October 1910)

Page 81: Fall Creek with homes in the background, ca.
1910s

Page 82: Bare trees on a hillside with fence, n.d.

Page 83: Large house with porch and balcony, on top
of hill with trees, n.d.

Page 84: "Straight Out North Beyond the River" song
lyrics (W.H. Bass Photo Co., #42535, 26 June 1915)
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