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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  

COLLECTION: 

1 half size manuscript box, 1 oversize manuscript folder, 1 box 

photographs, 3 folders cold storage color photographs, 2 

folders OVA photographs, 2 folders OVB photographs, 3 

tintypes  

COLLECTION  

DATES: 

ca. 1860–2000s 

PROVENANCE: Robert P. Cly, Prattville, AL 

RESTRICTIONS: Items listed as being in cold storage need at least four hours to 

acclimate, so patrons are advised to call ahead of their visit if 

they wish to view those items to allow for thawing time.  

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  

RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 

must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  

FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  

HOLDINGS: 

 

ACCESSION  

NUMBER: 

2008.0197; 2008.0044; 2008.0068 

NOTES:  
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

The Cly, Apple, and Perkins families settled in the Oaklandon and Mt. Comfort area of 

central Indiana. These families were related to one another by marriage. Most prominent in 

the collection are parents of  Robert P. Cly,  Paul Cly (27 August 1910–9 February 1987) 

and Bonita Apple Cly (7 January 1910–18 September 1983).  

Paul was born in the Mt. Comfort/Buck Creek area of Hancock County to Chester Arthur 

Cly and Nellie Crosley Cly. It appears that he was one of four children. Paul played 

basketball for Mt. Comfort High School and went on to have a collegiate career at Ball 

State University. After college graduation, Paul worked as a teacher (industrial arts) and 

coach (basketball, baseball, and swimming) at Hartford City and then Brookville high 

schools. However, after finding that he could have a more lucrative career in business and 

sales, Cly managed a Texaco gas station in Brookville and also sold furniture for a time.  

Catherine Bonita Apple was born to Lee Roy (a.k.a. LeRoy or Roy) Perkins (1886–1968) 

and Murl Perkins (1889–1989) in Oaklandon, Indiana. She was an only child. Bonita 

graduated from Oaklandon High School and worked at times as a homemaker also as a 

retail clerk. Murl Perkins’ parents, George and Flora Belle Perkins, as well as her five 

siblings, nieces, and nephews’ photographs also appear in the collection.  

 

Sources: 

Ancestry.com 

Materials in the collection 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains both portraits and candid snapshots of members of the Cly, Apple, 

and Perkins families of central Indiana. Images in the collection are mostly all identified 

and many are accompanied by extra bits of family history and stories provided by the 

donor, Robert Cly. Accompanying the collection are a few letters, clippings, and ephemera 

related to various family members, including a few letters that Worth Perkins wrote to his 

sister Bonita Apple while he was serving in World War I. 
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CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Handbill, The Brookville Bank, n.d. Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 1 

Portraits, Henry Apple, n.d. Tintypes 

Portrait, [Sibling of Roy Apple], n.d. Tintypes 

Perpetual Scholarship to Indiana Asbury University, 

28 Aug. 1860 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 2 

Oaklandon “Old Settlers” 4th of July Gathering, ca. 

1880s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 1 

Portraits, Jane Perkins, ca. 1880s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 2 

Portraits, Sarah Perkins, ca. 1880s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 3 

Portraits, Murl Perkins Apple, ca. 1889–1910s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 4 

Snapshots, Roy Apple, ca. 1890s–1910s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 5 

Portraits, George F. Perkins Family, ca. 1890s–1950s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 6 

Cyanotype Print, Street Scene of McKinley Parade in 

Brookville, Indiana, ca. 1896 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 7 

Miscellaneous Unidentified Snapshots, ca. 1900s–

1930s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 8 

Portraits, Apple Extended Family, ca. 1900s–1940s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 9 

Portraits and Snapshots, Elizabeth Perkins McCord 

Family, ca. 1900s–1940s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 10 

Portrait, Ross McCord, ca. 1910s OVA Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 2 
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Portraits and One Military Snapshot, Worth Perkins, 

ca. 1910s–1920s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 11 

Portraits, Hulda Perkins Negley Family, ca. 1910s–

1940s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 12 

Snapshots, Roy and Murl Apple Family, ca. 1910s–

1950s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 13 

Portraits, John Audrel Perkins, ca. 1918; ca. 1940s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 14 

Correspondence, Worth Perkins, 1918–1919 Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 3 

Holland Furnace Company Banquet, Roy Apple, ca. 

1920s 

OVB Photographs, 

Folder 1 of 2 

Oaklandon Schools Class Photographs, Bonita Apple 

Cly, ca. 1920s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 15 

Snapshot, Chester A. Cly Sr. working on the New 

York Central Railroad, ca. 1920s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 16 

Certificates and Program, Bonita Apple Cly, ca. 1920–

1921 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 4 

Snapshots, Paul Cly, ca. 1920s; 1940s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 17 

Snapshot, Fire Damage to the Universalist Church, 

Oaklandon, Indiana, 1920 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 18 

Diplomas, Bonita Apple Cly, 1924; 1928 OM 0698 

Folder 1 of 1 

Class Photographs, Paul Cly, Mt. Comfort High 

School, 1924-1928 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 29 

Commencement Program, Alonzo Negley, 1925 Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 5 

Interior of Mt. Comfort High School Gym, Basketball 

Team Practice, ca. 1926 

OVB Photographs, 

Folder 2 of 2 

Mt. Comfort High School Basketball Team Photo, ca. 

1926 

OVB Photographs, 

Folder 2 of 2 
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Portraits, Paul Cly, Mt. Comfort High School 

Basketball, ca. 1926 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 19 

Class Composite, Mt. Comfort High School, 1928 OVA Photographs, 

Folder 2 

 of 2 

Clippings and Programs, Paul Cly, ca. 1929–1932; ca. 

1950s 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 6 

Snapshots, Paul Cly with Ball State University 

Friends, ca. 1930s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 20 

Snapshots, Olympics in Los Angeles, 1932 Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 21 

Team and Class Photographs, Hartford City and 

Brookville, Coach Paul Cly, 1932–1937 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 22 

Interiors and Exteriors of Paul Cly’s Texaco Service 

Station at Brookville, Indiana, 1937 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 23 

Portraits, Harold and Eileen Apple, ca. 1940s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 24 

Snapshots, Perkins Extended Family, n.d.; ca. 1940s Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 25 

Snapshots, Paul and Margaret Buchanan Heady 

Family, ca. 1940s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 26 

Snapshots, Scenes from a Mine, Jasonville/Linton 

Area, ca. 1940s 

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 27 

Funeral Guestbook, Etta Apple Wallsmith, 26 Mar. 

1940 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 7 

Snapshots, Paul and Bonita Cly Family Vacation, 

Lake Wawasee, 1947  

Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 28 

Report on Repair  and Extension of Fye Public Ditch 

Oaklandon, 1949 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 8 

Snapshots, Paul and Bonity Cly Family Vacation to 

Florida, 1949 

Cold Storage 

Color Photographs: 

Folder 1 of 3 
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Snapshot, Bob Cly and Hulda Negley, 1950 Cold Storage 

Color Photographs: 

Folder 2 of 3 

Snapshot, Phillip, John, Doris and Cleve Apple, 1965 Cold Storage 

Color Photographs: 

Folder 3 of 3 

Directory, 100th Anniversary of Oaklandon Christian 

Church, 1966 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 9 

Genealogy Notes, Perkins, Cly, Wray and Crassley 

Families, ca. 2000s 

Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 10 

Memoirs, Robert P. Cly, ca. 2000s Manuscripts, 

Box 1, Folder 11 

 


