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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL SKETCH

Evidence suggests that the albums, cabinet cards, and cased images in this collection
originated with Civil War veteran, John W. Botkin and his wife Mary E. Meyer Botkin.

Census records show that the Botkin Family was living in Randolph County, Indiana in
1860. Peter and Elisabeth (Adamson) Botkin farmed and had seven children. The eldest
son John W. Botkin and his younger brother William both enlisted in the 69th Regiment of
Indiana VVolunteers in 1862. William died of consumption in 1863 and John survived the
war.

John was born August 8, 1839 in Randolph County, Indiana. After the war he returned
there and farmed until the early 1870s. He married Mary E. Meyer on December 26, 1872.
The couple had two children, William Leonard Botkin, (b. July 3, 1875), and Louisa
Frances Botkin, (b. September 12, 1882). Mary died January 8, 1897 and John continued to
live in Missouri until 1907. He last resided in Caldwell, Idaho with his son and daughter
and died there on December 31, 1911.

The Meyer Family is found in the 1870 census living in Holt County, Missouri. The
parents, John and Anna A. Meyer were farming and had twelve children. The eldest
daughter Mary was seventeen that year. Two years later she married John W. Botkin.
Evidence from the photographer's names on the verso of cartes de visite in the collection
suggest that Meyer and Botkin family members lived in Indiana, Ohio, and Missouri.

The 69th Indiana Infantry was organized at Richmond, Indiana on August 19, 1862. The
unit left for Kentucky the next day and on August 30 it participated in a battle with Kirby
Smith's rebel forces where the inexperienced 69th was captured. The men were paroled and
sent to parole camp at Indianapolis where the regiment was reorganized. On November 27
they left for Memphis, Tennessee and proceeded down the Mississippi River where the
regiment participated in many battles during the war. By January of 1865 the regiment was
consolidated into a battalion of four new companies. The battalion then embarked for
Florida, moved through Alabama and took part in the Mobile Campaign, leading the
successful assault on Fort Blakely from April 2 to April 9 in the closing battle of the war.
Following the fort’s capture, the regiment returned to Mobile and remained there until it
mustered out on July 5, 1865. On arrival in Indianapolis, it was present at a public
reception for returned troops on the Capitol grounds on July 18 where the reception address
was made by Governor Morton.

Sources:
Ancestry.com

Civilwardata.com
Materials in the collection



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Series 1: Botkin and Meyer Family Photographs. Contains one album of cartes de visite
and tintype portraits of many Botkin and Meyer family members. Other individuals in the
album with the names of Payne, Griffith, Martin, Kunkel, Miller, Farquhar, and Hough
appear to have married into the Botkin and Meyer families. The majority of images were
made by photographers in Indiana, Ohio, and Missouri. There are also two cabinet card
portraits of John and Mary Meyer Botkin later in life.

The album pages were numbered and some names supplied by the originator of the album.

Series 2: The 69th Indiana Infantry Regiment is comprised of two cased image portraits of
John and William Botkin, and a small album with cartes de visite portraits of soldiers and
officers. During the 1980s and 1990s, the donor Frank Jasek, researched Civil War and
pension records of the Botkin brothers and the soldiers in the album: Robert K. Collins,
Almet W. Fulghum, Mayberry M. Lacy, William M. Reeves, Charles C. Shedron, and
Cordon W. Smith. His letters and notes along with photocopies of the Civil War records he
received from different sources are included in this series.

Inscribed inside the front cover of the small album is the note, "Annie & Eliza Clary from
Ollie A. Carr." It is not known how they are related to the Botkin or Meyer families.

The processor transcribed all the names found in the albums and these are in quotation
marks in the collection guide. The processor's comments are in square brackets.



SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Botkin and Meyer Family Photographs, ca. 1850s-1890s

CONTENTS

[carte de visite portrait of an older man, possibly
John Meyer]

[on verso] "Taken at Mr. & Mrs. D.E. Cottrell's
Picture Gallery, Oregon, Mo."

"Anna Maria Meyer / Grandmother Shorb[?] Meyer"

[carte de visite portrait, on verso "Taken at Mr. & Mrs.

D.E. Cottrell's Picture Gallery, Oregon, Mo."]

"Leonard Botkin"
[infant son of John and Mary E. Botkin, tintype
portrait, ca. 1876]

"Mary E. Meyer Botkin, married 1870"
[tintype portrait]

"Wedding picture of John Wesley Botkin and Mary

Elizabeth Meyer" "Peoples’ Gallery, Springfield, Ohio.

..."" [written on verso]
[carte de visite portrait of young couple]

"Uncle William Meyer"
[carte de visite portrait of a man, on verso "People's
Gallery...Springfield, Ohio."]

[tintype portrait of an unidentified young woman,
possibly Louisa Meyer, sister of Mary E. Meyer
Botkin, ca. 1880]

[carte de visite portrait of an unidentified young man,
ca. 1880]

"Elliott Meyer"

[carte de visite portrait of brother of Mary E. Meyer
Botkin] [on verso "Taken at the Photographic Rooms
Over Post Office, Oregon, Mo. S.W. Tannar,
Photographer.” ca. 1880]

CONTAINER

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 1

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 2

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 3

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 4

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 5

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 6

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 7

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 8

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 9



"Aunt Ellen Meyer Payne"
[sister of Mary E. Meyer Botkin, carte de visite
portrait]

"Thomas J. Payne"
[carte de visite portrait, ca. 1880]

"J.W. Botkin"
[tintype portrait of John W. Botkin, ca. 1880]

"Mattie Meyer"
[possibly Martha, sister of Mary E. Meyer Botkin,
tintype portrait, ca. 1880]

"Sarah Christeen, died 1864-1943"
[sister of Mary E. Meyer Botkin, carte de visite
portrait, ca. 1880]

"Uncle Rufus Meyer, 1865-1922"
[brother of Mary E. Meyer Botkin, tintype portrait,
ca. 1876]

"Aunt Fannie"
[sister of Mary E. Meyer Botkin,
two tintype portraits, ca. 1876]

[tintype portrait of a young man seated in a chair,
ca. 1880s]

"Aunt Louisa Meyer Thomas, 1854-1881,
Mary E. Meyer Botkin"
[tintype portrait of the sisters, ca. 1880]

[tintype portrait of a young boy seated, ca. 1880s]

"Aunt Minerva Meyer"
[carte de visite portrait of a young woman holding a
book, ca. 1870s]

"Louise Botkin"
[infant daughter of John and Mary Botkin in her
mother's arms, tintype portrait, ca. 1883]

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 10

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 11
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Album 1, Page 12

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 13

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 14

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 15

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Pages 16, 17

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 18

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 19

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 20

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 21

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 22



"Annie E. [Lebson?] to Cousin Mary, Yours truely
[sic]. if Pouly had your picture painted be so glad.”
[message written on verso]

[carte de visite portrait of a young woman seated,
"From the Excelsior Photograph Gallery of Dr. J.L.

Philips, Center Block, New Philadelphia, Ohio." ca.

1880s]

"Scy Griffith"
[tintype portrait of bearded man]

"wife"
[woman's tintype portrait opposite of Griffith]

"John Meyer, 1856"
[brother of Mary E. Meyer Botkin he was born in

1856, carte de visite portrait, on verso "Taken at Mr. &
Mrs. D.E. Cottrell;s, Picture Gallery, Oregon, Mo." ca.

1880s]

"George Meyer (Martin)"
[tintype portrait of a young man seated, ca. 1880s]

"Uncle Christian Meyer"
[tintype portrait of bearded man, ca. 1880s]

"John Kunkel"

[carte de visite portrait of bearded man, on verso
"Morse's Palace of Art, 417 Montgomery St. San
Francisco, Cal."]

"Jonathan Botkin"
[younger brother of John W. Botkin, carte de visite
portrait, ca. 1870s]

"lda Botkin™

[carte de visite portrait of young woman]

[on verso "From Dean's Gallery of Art, Winchester,
Ind."]

"Miller"
[tintype portrait of bearded man, ca. 1870s]

"Martha Ann Botkin Miller"
[tintype portrait of woman, probably wife of Mr.
Miller, ca. 1870s]

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 23

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 24
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Album 1, Page 25

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 26

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 27

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 28

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 29

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 30

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 31

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 32

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 33



"Jonathan Farquhar son of Eliza Botkin"

[Eliza was a younger sister of John W. Botkin, carte de
visite portrait, on verso "From Dean's Gallery of Art",
ca. 1890s]

"Farquhar"
[carte de visite portrait of young man, ca. 1890s]

"Uncle Turner Farquhar"
[carte de visite portrait of a man, printed on card
"Dean's Gallery, Winchester, Ind." ca. 1880s]

"Aunt Eliza Botkin Farquhar"

[carte de visite portrait of younger sister of John W.
Botkin, printed on card "Dean's Gallery, Winchester,
Ind." ca. 1880s]

[unidentified tintype portrait of a seated young man,
ca. 1870s]

"Jerry & Susan Botkin"
[carte de visite portrait of seated man and woman
standing with her hand on his shoulder, ca. 1870s]

"Grandma Botkin (Adamson)"
[carte de visite portrait of Elizabeth A. Adamson
Botkin, mother of John W. Botkin, ca. 1860s]

[carte de visite portrait of a young girl, on verso photo
taken by "Peoples' Gallery, Springfield, Ohio"
ca. 1880s]

[tintype portrait of a young man seated in a chair,
ca. 1870s]

"Cora[?] Hough"
[carte de visite portrait of a young woman, ca. 1880s]

"Dr. John Botkin-John Botkin's uncle"

[carte de visite portrait of older man, on verso "Dean's
Brilliant Enamel, Patented April 7th, 1874,
Winchester, Ind."”, ca. 1880s]
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Album 1, Page 34
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Album 1, Page 35
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Album 1, Page 36
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Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 40

Album Storage PAA
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Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 42

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 43

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 44



"Lechty"

[on verso "Mary Botkin™ "J.N. Strickmaker,
Photographer, New Philadelphia, Ohio.] [carte de
visite portrait of seated middle age couple, ca. 1870s]

[carte de visite portrait of young couple seated side by
side, ca. 1880s]

[carte de visite portrait of a young woman, name is
illegible, ca. 1870s]

"You (Leonard)"
[son of John and Mary Meyer Botkin, tintype portrait
of a smiling toddler, ca. 1876]

[carte de visite portrait of young man with mustache
seated in studio, on verso "W.J. Winter, Photographer,
No. 32 East Main Street, Springfield, O."]

"Tr[????] Smith"
[carte de visite studio portrait of young bearded man,
ca. 1870s]

Cabinet Card Portraits:

John W. Botkin

Mary Elizabeth Meyer Botkin

[on verso] "T.J. Rice, Photographer, Rockport,
Atchison Co. MO. In God We Trust." [ca. 1890]
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Album 1, Page 45

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 46

Album Storage PAA
Album 1, Page 47
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Album 1, Page 48
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Album Storage PAA
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Cabinet Cards:
Folder 1

Series 2: 69th Indiana Infantry Regiment, 1862—-1909, 1980s—-1993

CONTENTS

History of the Campaign of Mobile: Including the
Cooperative Operations of Gen. Wilson's Cavalry in
Alabama.

By Brevet Major-General C.C. Andrews, ...

New York: D. Van Nostrand, 192 Broadway, ... 1867.
Index: Sixty-ninth Indiana at Barrancas, 24; in Assault,
204, 207.

Sixty-Ninth Indiana Infantry historical sketch, list of
expeditions where numbers locate events on hand-
drawn maps,

Frank Jasek correspondence, 1985, 1993

CONTAINER

General Collection:
E477.94 .A57 1867

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 1



All For the Regiment; The Army of the Ohio,
1861-1862. Gerald J. Prokopowicz

The University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill
and London. photocopies of pages 140-145

John W. Botkin: Copies of Service and Medical
Records, 1862-1865

John W. Botkin: Copies of Pension Records, 1864,
1886-1909

John W. Botkin
[portrait of soldier holding rifle]

William Botkin: Copies of Service Records, 1862-63

William Botkin
[portrait soldier holding rifle]

Robert K. Collins: Copies of Service Records,
1862-65

"R.K. Collins / Capt. 69" Ind. vols."
[stamp on verso dated "Aug. 15, 1864, Maxwell &
Estell, Photographers, Richmond, Ind."]

Almet W. Fulghum: Copies of Service Records,
1862-1865

"Yours truly A.W. Fulghum"
[carte de visite portrait of Sergeant Fulghum]

Mayberry M. Lacy: Copies of Service Records,
1862-1865

"M.M. Lacey, Newport Ohio (now Fountain City)
Major & Adj. 69th Reg. Ind. VVols 1862-5"

[carte de visite portrait, writing on verso, also stamped
by "Argus E. Ogborn ... Richmond, Indiana "]

William M. Reeves: Copies of Service Records,
1862-1865

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 2

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 3

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 4

Cased Images:
Stored in Album box

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 5

Cased Images:
Stored in Album box

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 6

Album Storage PAA
Album 2:

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 7

Album Storage PAA
Album 2:

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 8

Album Storage PAA
Album 2:

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 9



"Lt. Wm. M. Reeves" [written on front]
[carte de visite portrait, written on verso "Lt. Co. B &
F; 69th Ind."]

Charles C. Shedron: Copies of Service Records,
1862-1865

"Charles C. Shedron, Lieut. Co. H, 69 Ind."
[carte de visite portrait, officer in uniform, on verso
"McPherson & Oliver Photographers"]

"C.W. Smith, Snlt. Co. G, 69th Ind." [written on front]
[Cordon W. Smith carte de visite]
[on verso] "McPherson & Oliver Photographers™

[Cordon W. Smith Soldier History from
Civilwardata.com]

[carte de visite portrait of unidentified officer,
on verso "E. & J. Bruenings's Photograph Gallery, No.
6 East Washington Street, Indianapolis, Ind."]

[carte de visite of unidentified officer, his name is
written across the bottom in pencil but has faded]

Copy photographs of soldiers made from the cased
images and cartes de visite

Album Storage PAA
Album 2:

Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 10

Album Storage PAA
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Manuscripts:
Box 1, Folder 10
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Color Photographs:
Folder 1
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