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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Richard Allen was the leader of the movement that founded the African Methodist Episcopal
denomination. Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church was built in Philadelphia by
Allen and others in 1794. The church is known as “Mother Bethel."

Bethel A.M.E. Church was established in Indianapolis in 1836. It was started in the home of

Augustus Turner who lived on Georgia Street between what is now West and Capitol Streets.
The church began to grow and early on was known as the Indianapolis Station of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church.

Sometime after spring 1857 Christ Church Episcopal, located on the Circle in downtown
Indianapolis, sold its building to Bethel. Bethel moved the building to land situated on the north
side of Georgia Street between Senate Avenue and the canal. By 1859, the church hosted its
second annual Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church and formally became the Bethel
A.M.E. Church. This was one of a string of churches within the denomination named Bethel
throughout Indiana and the country.

An esteemed group of men served as pastors of Bethel A.M.E. in Indianapolis during the 19th
century. For example, Elisha Weaver was appointed as editor of The Repository of Religion and
Literature, an A.M.E. publication that promoted education during the antebellum period and
Willis Revels, a physician, served as a recruiter and surgeon for the 28th United States Colored
Troops during the Civil War. James Matthew Townsend was pastor of Bethel during the late
1870s and went on to serve as missionary secretary of the Indiana Conference and travelled
abroad several times. He was elected to the Indiana State Legislature in 1884.

Bethel was destroyed by arson in 1864 while Revels served as pastor. The Civil War and the
destruction of the church caused financial woes for the church. In 1866, part of the membership
left Bethel and formed Allen Chapel A.M.E. Bethel built on its current site at 414 West Vermont
Street in 1870. Over time, it has made some exterior changes to its building.

During the first half of the twentieth century, Bethel A.M.E. continued to have an active
membership. Many of the city’s African Americans patronized the denomination. In more recent
decades with much of the black population moving outward from the downtown area, the
church’s attendance has declined.

The church has been traditionally known for its outreach from hosting the nineteenth-century
black state conventions to its social programs including an adult day-care, well-baby clinic, and a
credit union during the twentieth century. It was listed in the National Register of Historic Places
in 1991.

In 2016, the congregation sold its building to a company that planned to locate a hotel in that
space.

Sources:

Information in collection

M1240: Bethel A.M.E. Church (Indianapolis, Ind.) Collection Guide
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection is divided into ten series. The first and main series is the Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. This series reflects the organization of the
church and its many activities.

Series 2 contains the materials about the overarching body of the A.M.E. Church, the General
Conference. Worldwide, there are twenty districts within the General Conference. The first
section has information about the conference, followed by specific folders for various districts.

The Indiana Conference, to which Bethel A.M.E. Church belongs, is part of the Fourth Episcopal
District. Series 3 has information about a few of these annual meetings, including conference
journal/ledgers from the early twentieth century.

Series 4 and 5 are the Women’s Missionary Society and the Lay Organization, respectively.
Both of these organizations contain information about Bethel, as well as other churches.

Christian and secular education has been a major mission for the A.M.E. Conference for years.
The folders in this series mirror that interest.

Series 7, 8, and 9 (Other Churches, Organizations, and Individuals) look at the broader
community. The churches, organizations, and individuals may or may not have a direct
association with Bethel.

Publications, Series 10, include books and other printed materials.
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SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Bethel A.M.E. Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

CONTENTS

Bethel Journal-Official Board Meeting Minutes,
1871-80, 1909

Miscellaneous Bethel Handwritten Meeting Minutes
and Notes, 1982, n.d.

House Resolution on Bethel's 150th Church
Anniversary, 1 April 1986

Bethel's 151st Anniversary (Frances Stout Image),
1987

Bethel's 170th Anniversary Cookbook, 2006

List of Bethel Officers, 18 February 1973
Installation of Bethel Officers, 1991, 2007

Bethel Directory, circa 1940s

Bethel Directory, January 1956

Bethel Pictorial Directory, 2000

Bethel Membership Rolls, 1957, n.d.

Roll Call of Bethel Membership, 1980-81

"The Bethel Families" [Member Contact Info], 1975
Bethel Membership List, n.d.

Bethel Member Birthday Lists, n.d.

Bethel Membership Roll/Class List Notebooks, 1955—
58

Bethel Accessions: Joiners to the Bethel Fellowship,
1988-99, n.d.

Bethel Necrology, 1960-2001, 2007-2012

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

CONTAINER
BV 5222

Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3

Printed Collections:

2016.0235

Box 1, Folder 4
Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6
Box 1, Folder 7
Box 1, Folder 8
Box 1, Folder 9
Box 1, Folder 10
Box 1, Folder 11
Box 1, Folder 12
Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15

Box 1, Folder 16
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Bethel Probations, Converts, and Miscellaneous
Notes, 12 February 195020 February 1955

Bethel Quarterly Reports

Correspondence Sent to Bethel Board of Stewards,
1975-79, n.d.

Bethel Board of Stewards Meeting Minutes, 1979-80

Bethel Steward/Stewardess Certificates, 1973, 1975,
1982

Bethel Stewardess Board #2-Assessments of the
Organizations to the Operating Budget, 197578

Bethel Stewardess Board #2-Notebooks, 195469

Bethel Stewardess Board #2-Financial Reports, 1974—
78

Bethel Stewardess Board #2-Financial Report
Notepads, 1963-76

Bethel Stewardess Boards #2 & #3-Events, 1952,
1963, 1965

Bethel Stewardess Board #3-Reports and Notes, 1955,
1957-58

Bethel Stewardess Board Notes, 1953, n.d.

Bethel Stewardess Boards #1-3 and Deaconness
Boards #1-3 Photos, 1958

Bethel Notebook-Names of Senior Stewards, Junior
Stewards, Junior Stewardesses, Stewardess Boards
#1-3 Members, Deaconesses, and Various Church
Committee Members, 1957, 1987, 1989, n.d

Bethel Church School Programs, 2001

Article about the Senior Class of the Sunday School of
Bethel A.M.E. Church, April-June 1951

Bethel Real Estate Mortgage Documents, 1974, 1982

Bethel Mortgage Liquidation Drive, 1981

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 6

Box 1, Folder 17

Box 1, Folder 18

Box 1, Folder 19

Box 1, Folder 20

Box 1, Folder 21

Box 1, Folder 22

Box 1, Folder 23

Box 1, Folder 24

Box 1, Folder 25

Box 1, Folder 26

Box 1, Folder 27

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 28

Box 1, Folder 29

Box 1, Folder 30

Box 1, Folder 31

Box 1, Folder 32
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Bethel Mortgage Liquidation Records, 29 November
1982

Documents related to Bethel's Lease of Property from
the C.W. Henry Realty Corporation, 1938, 1944, 1955

Appraisal Report Photo from Property Leased by
Bethel A.M.E. Church, September 1955

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Frank T., 18 August 1939

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
General Property Corporation, 30 April 1957

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Property
from Mary D. and Joseph F. Burkhard, September
1957

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Property
from Irene J. Harmening/James N. Hurley, 1959

Document related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Clara and Lulu Wente, 12 January 1966

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Walter Larkin, 15 November 1967

Document related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Florence Martin/Benjamin H. Brown, 16 July 1969

Document related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Gemini Properties Inc., October 1969

Document related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
James and Joseph DeBow, 11 February 1971

Documents related to Bethel's Mortgage Payments,
1976, 1978, 1988

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
Evelyn Davenport Bonds, 1982-83

Documents related to Bethel's Purchase of Land from
the American College of Sports Medicine, Inc., 1983

Abstract of Bethel Property Title and Bethel Loan
Request Summary, 20 June 1923, 23 April 1998

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 1, Folder 33
Box 1, Folder 34
Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2
Box 1, Folder 35

Box 1, Folder 36

Box 1, Folder 37

Box 1, Folder 38

Box 1, Folder 39

Box 1, Folder 40

Box 1, Folder 41

Box 1, Folder 42

Box 1, Folder 43

Box 1, Folder 44

Box 1, Folder 45

Box 1, Folder 46

Box 2, Folder 1
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Bethel Land (Title) Survey Certificate, 27 December
1973

[Bethel] Plat of Land (Title) Survey (1 of 2),
December 1973

[Bethel] Plat of Land (Title) Survey (2 of 2),
December 1973

Appraisal Report for Bethel Church Building, 1988

Appraisal Report Photos for Church Building (1 of 3),
1988

Appraisal Report Photos for Church Building (2 of 3),
1988

Appraisal Report Photos for Church Building (3 of 3),
1988

Appraisal of Bethel Church, n.d.

Bethel Project Manual/Construction Documents, 28
April 1999

Deed to Bethel Church, December 1983
Bethel Worship Guide, 11 May 1969
Bethel Worship Guides, 1970s

Bethel Worship Guides, 1995

Miscellaneous Clippings from Bethel Worship
Guides, n.d.

Bethel Notebook Contents-Calendars, Newsletters,
Church Events, and Worship Guides, 2007-08

Bethel Notebook-Events and Activities, 2005-06

[Bethel] Mary Campbell Missionary Society-
Membership Guide, 1976-77

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 2, Folder 2

OM 0637, Folder 1 of 2

OM 0637, Folder 2 of 2

Box 2, Folder 3

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 3
Box 2, Folder 4

Box 2, Folder 5

Box 2, Folder 6
Box 2, Folder 7
Box 2, Folder 8
Box 2, Folder 9

Box 2, Folder 10

Box 2, Folder 11

Box 2, Folder 12

Box 2, Folder 13
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[Bethel] Mary Campbell Missionary Society-Annual
Reports, 1998-2000

Bethel Women's Chorus Annual Harvest Tea
Correspondence, 1953

Bethel Women's Day Final Reports, 1972, 1975, 1977
Bethel Men's Day [?] Photos, 195765

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Scholarship Programs,
1984-89

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Scholarship Programs:
First Annual Scholarship Awards Day Photos (1 of 2),
1985

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Scholarship Programs:
First Annual Scholarship Awards Day Photos (2 of 2),
1985

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Scholarship Programs:
Second Annual Scholarship Awards Day Photos, 1986
or 1987

Souvenir Program of [Bethel's] Sons of Allen's Men's
Annual Punch Festive, 26 May 1957

Bethel's Annual Patriot Banquet, 25 February 1972

Bethel Choir-Constitution, By-Laws, Minutes, and
Agendas, 1996-97, n.d.

Bethel Chancel Choir Event Programs, 1961, 1963
Bethel Christmas Music Program, n.d.
[Bethel] Royal Sunday School Record Book, 198283

[Bethel] Sunday School Photos, mid 1940s

[Bethel] Sunday School Church Picnic Photos, 1997

[Bethel] Bass Photo, Possibly of VVacation Bible
School, circa late 1940s—early 1950s

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 2, Folder 14

Box 2, Folder 15

Box 2, Folder 16

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 3

Box 2, Folder 17

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 4

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 5

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 18

Box 2, Folder 19

Box 2, Folder 20

Box 2, Folder 21
Box 2, Folder 22
Box 6

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 5

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 6

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 7
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[Bethel] A.C.E. League Journal of Meeting Minutes, 3
April 1932-14 January 1934

Bethel Garden Club Annual Tea, 14 July 1985

Bethel Layman's League Journal of Meeting Minutes,
22 February 196624 April 1980

Bethel Class Leaders List, 1977

Bethel Ledger-Class Leaders and Board of Bethel,
1956-80

Bethel Class Leaders Weekly Report, n.d.
Bethel Class Report, March 1947—January 1949

Bethel Class Report, 26 December 1950-6 December
1954

Bethel Class Report and Necrology, February 1960—
November 1988

Bethel Class Leaders Fund Rules, 8 March 1951

Pamphlet for Harambee Historical Services Presents
‘Living the Experience’: An Interactive Journey Back
to the Time of the Underground Railroad, n.d.

Bethel Black History Calendar Tea, 11 June 1978

Bethel St. Patrick's Day Tea, 1958-61, 1964, 1976,
n.d.

Bethel Spring Tea, 12 April 1959

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-"Documents that
Document! Historical Paper Chase" (1 of 2), 1880s—
1930s

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-"Documents that
Document! Historical Paper Chase" (2 of 2), 1900s—
1960s

Bethel Scrapbook Content-"Documents that
Document! Historical Paper Chase™ Photos, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 6

Box 2, Folder 23

Box 6

Box 2, Folder 24

Box 2, Folder 25

Box 2, Folder 26
Box 6

Box 7

Box 7

Box 2, Folder 27

Box 3, Folder 1

Box 3, Folder 2

Box 3, Folder 3

Box 3, Folder 4

Box 3, Folder 5

Box 3, Folder 6

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 11
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Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Historical Materials #1,
1883, 1888, 1889, 1896, 1907, 1918, 1938-42, n.d.

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Historical Materials #1
Photos, circa 1920s—30s

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Historical Materials #2 (1
of 2), 1944

Bethel Scrapbook Contents-Historical Materials #2 (2
of 2), 1919, 1939, 1941-50, 1953, 1957, 1969, n.d.

[Bethel] Church Organizations/Clubs I Photos (1 of
2), circa 1950s-80s, n.d.

[Bethel] Church Organizations/Clubs | Photos (2 of
2), circa 1950s—-80s, n.d.

[Bethel] Church Organizations/Clubs | Photos, circa
1980s

[Bethel] Church Organizations/Clubs Il Photos, n.d.

Documents from "Church Organizations/Clubs" Photo
Folders, 13-20 October 1974

"Group Meeting of Bethel Presidents,"” 1964

"[Bethel] Women's Organizations of the Church™
Photos (1 of 2), circa 1940s—60s

"[Bethel] Women's Organizations of the Church”
Photos (2 of 2), circa 1940s—60s

"Youth Groups and Individuals of Bethel Church
Congregation™ Photos, circa 1950s—70s

"Youth Groups and Individuals of Bethel Church
Congregation™ Photos, circa 1980s—90s

Documents from "Youth Groups and Individuals of
Bethel Church Congregation” Photo Folders, 1981,
1988, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 3, Folder 7

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 12

Box 3, Folder 8

Box 3, Folder 9

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 4

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 5

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 6

Box 3, Folder 10

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 9

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 10

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

Box 3, Folder 11
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[Bethel] Youth Groups and Activities Photos, 1953,
1968

"[Bethel] Boy Scout Troop #86 of 1963" Photos
[Bethel] "Social Service Department Program-'"Well-
Baby Clinic™ Photos, 1950-60

[Bethel] Birthday Clubs I (1 of 3) Photos, 196572
[Bethel] Birthday Clubs I (2 of 3) Photos, circa
1960s-70s

[Bethel] Birthday Clubs I (3 of 3) Photos, 1970
[Bethel] Birthday Clubs Il Photos, 1972

[Bethel] Group Photos (1 of 2), circa 1950s—70s
Documents from "Group Photos (1 of 2)" Folder on
the History of the Rose Tea, 1984

[Bethel] Group Photos (2 of 2), circa 1950s-70s
Images from "Group Photos" Folders, circa 1950s—
1970s

[Bethel] Group Photo of Choir, n.d.

[Bethel?] Group Photo of Reception Guests, n.d.
[Bethel] Photos of Individuals, 1958

[Bethel] "Church on the Move! Rev. C.T.H. Watkins,

Pastor" Photos, circa 1950s—60s

[Bethel] Holiday Gathering Photos with Pastor J.
Solomon Benn |11 and Mrs. Benn, 1970s

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 11

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 12

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 13

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 14

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 15

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 16

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 17

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 1

Box 3, Folder 12

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 2

Box 3, Folder 13

OVB Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

OVB Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 3

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 4

Cold Storage

Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 9
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[Bethel] Music Ministry Photos, 1918-99 Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 8

[Bethel] Music Ministry Photos, 1990s, 2007 Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 10

Documents from "Music Ministry" Photo Folders, late Box 3, Folder 14
1940s/early 1950s, 2007, n.d.

[Bethel] Potentate Ball Photos Photographs,

Box 2, Folder 9
Bethel Photos #1, n.d. Photographs,

Box 2, Folder 10
Bethel Photos #1, n.d. Cold Storage

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 11

Bethel Photos #2 (1 of 2), 1973-74 Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 12

Bethel Photos #2 (2 of 2), 1982 Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 13
Bethel Guestbook (1 of 2), March 1958-December Box 7
1959, December 1974—October 1975
Bethel Guestbook (2 of 2), March 1958-May 1959, Box 7
October—December 1975
Bethel Plate with Doily, n.d. Artifact: 2016.0235
Newspaper Clippings, 1978, 1984, 1988, 1991, n.d. Box 3, Folder 15

Series 2: A.M.E. Church General Conference (including First—=Twentieth Episcopal
Districts)

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Connectional Council Special Session Program at Box 3, Folder 16
Bethel A.M.E. Church [Indianapolis, Ind.], 20-21

June 1961

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition Page 12



Registration Booklet of the 47th Quadrennial General
Conference of the A.M.E. Church 30 June—7 July
2004

Correspondence and Flyer about the 47th Quadrennial
Session of the General Conference of the A.M.E.
Church, circa 2004

Installation of General Officers and Consecration
Service of the 47th Quadrennial Session of the
General Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 6-7 July
2004

Quadrennial Report of the Connectional Women in
Ministry to the 47th Quadrennial Session of the
General Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 30 June—7
July 2004

Registration Booklet of the 50th Quadrennial Session
of the General Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 6—
13 July 2016

Legislation Proposals, 2003

Committee on Economic Development-Allen Arms
Hotel and Suites Hotel Chain Proposal, circa 1999—
2000

Hymnal-Compliments of Bishop Candidate Dr. E.C.
Hatcher, 1952

Pamphlet about the Richard Allen Foundation and the
Allen Motion Picture Project, circa 1960s

Images of A.M.E. Pastors, Leaders, and Members, n.d.

Newspaper Article about A.M.E. Church's $100,000
Donation to Church World Services' Famine Relief
Efforts, 16 February 1985

The Combined Minutes of the 2006 Annual
Conferences of the Fourth Episcopal District

Fourth District-Pledge/Donation Form for Restoration
of Bethel Parish House [Chicago, Ill.], n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 3, Folder 17

Box 3, Folder 18

Box 3, Folder 19

Box 3, Folder 20

Box 3, Folder 21

Box 3, Folder 22

Box 3, Folder 23

Box 3, Folder 24

Box 3, Folder 25

Box 3, Folder 26

Box 3, Folder 27

Printed Collections:

2016.0235

Box 3, Folder 28



[Thirteenth District] The Life and Times of Rev.
Richard Anderson Sinquefield [item from Perry
Collection], 1909

A.M.E. [Word] Discipline, 1921

A.M.E. Discipline, 1956

A.M.E. Discipline, 1964

Book of Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, 1928

Hymn Book of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, 1877

Series 3: Indiana Conference

CONTENTS

Indiana Annual Conference of the A.M.E. Church
Journal/Ledger, 1908-13

Indiana Annual Conference of the A.M.E. Church
Journal/Ledger, 1928-30

Souvenir Program of the 120th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 1958

Group Photo from 120th Annual Session of the
Indiana Conference of the A.M.E. Church, 1958

Letter and Certificate from Congresswoman Julia
Carson to Bishop Philip R. Cousin and the Attendees
of the 165th Session of the Indiana Conference of the
A.M.E. Church, 22 September 2003

Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church [Indianapolis, Ind.]
Annual Reports, 22 August 1979

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

CONTAINER

BV 5219

BV 5220

Box 3, Folder 29

Photographs,

Box 2, Folder 13

Box 3, Folder 30

Box 3, Folder 31
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Series 4: Women's Missionary Society (W.M.S.)

CONTENTS

Program and Reports of the 82nd Annual Convention
of the Indiana Conference Branch of the W.M.S., 19—
20 August 1980

Indiana Conference Branch of the W.M.S.-99th
Annual Convention Annual Night in White, 19 August
1997

Fourth District of the W.M.S.-Water: A Sacred
Confluence of the Arts, Ecology, and Activism
Program, circa 2014

Souvenir Journal of the 18th Quadrennial Session of
the W.M.S. and the 100th Celebration of the Young
People's Division., 11-21 July 2005

Reprinted Transcript of the First Meeting of the
Women’s Missionary Society, n.d.

W.M.S. of the A.M.E. Church-Year Book, 197374

Series 5: Lay Organization

CONTENTS

Indiana Conference Lay Organization-The Lay Male
Chorus' Fourth Annual Dinner Program, 18 April
1987

Souvenir Journal of the Eleventh Annual Convention
of the Fourth Episcopal District Laymen's
Organization of the A.M.E. Church, 9-10 July 1953

Souvenir Journal of the 49th Annual Convention of
the Fourth Episcopal District Lay Organization, 10-13
July 1991

Report to the Planning Council of the Fourth
Episcopal District of the A.M.E. Church, 23-25
October 2003

Laymen's Program for Saving the A.M.E. Church,
circa 1972

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

CONTAINER
Box 3, Folder 32

Box 3, Folder 33

Box 3, Folder 34

Box 3, Folder 35

Box 3, Folder 36

Printed Collections:

2016.0235

CONTAINER
Box 4, Folder 1

Box 4, Folder 2

Box 4, Folder 3

Box 4, Folder 4

Box 4, Folder 5
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Series 6: Christian Education

CONTENTS
Sunday Church School Convention for the South
District of the Indiana Conference, 17 June 1982

Fourth District-Program Honoring Founders and
Pioneers of Camp Baber, 12 March 1982

Congress Songs for Use in the Christian Education
Congress and Youth Convocation in Cleveland, Ohio,
10-13 August 1948

Manual of the Richard Allen Youth Council of the
A.M.E. Church and Jubilee Week Program Honoring
Allen, 10-17 February 1946, n.d.

Quadrennial Report of the Department of Christian
Education (Sunday School Union and A.C.E. League)
to the 23rd Session of the General Conference of the
A.M.E. Church, 4-16 May 1948

Blank Class or Group Record Book, n.d.

Publications-Bible Clues: 1,000 New Ways to Test
Your Bible Knowledge, 1943

Publications-The Church Member's Guide, 1977

Publications-Bishop Daniel A. Payne Leadership
Training Curriculum, 1938

Publications-The Local Church Board of Christian
Education Bulletin 603, 1948

Publications-Senior Intermediate Quarterly, October—
December 1931

Series 7: Other Churches

CONTENTS
Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church [Indianapolis, Ind.]-
Stewardess Annual Program, 16 May 1982

Avrticle about Mt. Pleasant Beech Church (Indiana's
A.M.E. Birthplace), 17 May 1970

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

CONTAINER
Box 4, Folder 6

Box 4, Folder 7

Box 4, Folder 8

Box 4, Folder 9

Box 4, Folder 10

Box 4, Folder 11

Box 4, Folder 12

Box 4, Folder 13

Box 4, Folder 14

Box 4, Folder 15

Box 4, Folder 16

CONTAINER
Box 4, Folder 17

Box 4, Folder 18
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Map of Downtown Indianapolis Churches, n.d.

Series 8: Organizations

CONTENTS

The Hart Family Presented in a Full Concert
(Sponsored by the Junior Choir of Bethel
[Indianapolis, Ind.]), 28 February 1965

"Indiana Negro Welfare League,
Indianapolis, April 22-23, 1920"
[Group in front of Bethel Church]

List of Names in Group Photo of the Indiana Negro
Welfare League, n.d.

Indiana State Bar Association-Juvenile Justice
(Juvenile Delinquency) Pamphlet, September 1999

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and WTLC present
Rejoice!: A Musical Celebration of Black History, 11
February 1987

Awards and Recognition Convocation of the Annual
Interdenominational Churches for Educational
Excellence, 12 June 1998

Flyer for Voices of Triumph and Voices of Hope
Choir Show at Bethel Cathedral [Indianapolis, Ind.],
22 October 2011

Series 9: Individuals

CONTENTS

Rev. [Wendell] H. Abel, Plague from Greater St.
Stephen A.M.E. Church's [Georgetown, S.C.]
Building Committee, 1965

Rev. Wendell H. Abel, Plague from Citizens of Fort
Wayne, 11 June 1971

Corine [Corene] [Katheryn] Allen Scrapbook (1 of 2),
1939-46

Corine [Corene] [Katheryn] Allen Scrapbook (2 of 2),
circa 1940s

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 4, Folder 19

CONTAINER
Box 4, Folder 20

Panoramic Photos:
Flat File 1-a
Folder 1 of 1

Box 4, Folder 21
Box 4, Folder 22

Box 4, Folder 23

Box 4, Folder 24

Box 4, Folder 25

CONTAINER
Artifact: 2016.0235

Artifact: 2016.0235

Box 4, Folder 26

Box 4, Folder 27

Page 17



Rev. Paul Ayers, Newspaper Article about Celebration
for Ayers, 4 July 1964

Bishop George W. Baber, Newspaper Article about
Baber's $200,000 Estate, n.d.

Brenda Joyce Barnett and Michael Hempsey [?],
Marriage Certificate [with Box], 24 April 1965

Patricia Ann Bell, Memorial Service, 28 March 2012
Levi Belton, Memorial Card, 1970

Edna Berry, Newspaper Article about Berry's Death,
circa 1989

Walter Brown, Memorial Service, 10 May 1997
J.E. Carter, Image of Carter, n.d.

B.J. Carver, Newspaper Article about Carver and Boy
Scout Troop #181, n.d.

Helen Clay, Newspaper Article about Clay's
Involvement with National Council of Negro Women,
17 June 1996

Bonnie Collins, Newspaper Article about Collins'
Appearance at Coppin Chapel's [Indianapolis, Ind.]
Rainbow Tea, 20 July 1985

Bob DeFrantz, Newspaper Obituary, 15 April 1984

John Morton-Finney, Newspaper Article on Morton-
Finney's Life, 1999

Martha G. Green/John Gentry, Newspaper Article
about Green's Book, 26 August 1991

Rev. Melvin Hunt, Newspaper Obituary, 1 February
1958

Inez S. Kitchen, Newspaper Obituary, 30 August 1986

John W. Milliken, Newspaper Obituary, n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 4, Folder 28

Box 4, Folder 29

Box 7

Box 4, Folder 30
Box 4, Folder 31

Box 4, Folder 32

Box 4, Folder 33
Box 4, Folder 34

Box 4, Folder 35

Box 4, Folder 36

Box 4, Folder 37

Box 4, Folder 38

Box 4, Folder 39

Box 4, Folder 40

Box 4, Folder 41

Box 4, Folder 42

Box 4, Folder 43
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Photo of Donnie Murphy [Nephew of Anna and
Frances Stout], 1976

Rev. William Nelson, Newspaper Obituary, 11
January 1990

Frederick Parker, Newspaper Obituary, 2 May 1991

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pash, Newspaper Article about Pash
Wedding, n.d.

Perry Materials-Henry M. Perry Certificates, 1975,
1978

Perry Materials-Documents pertaining to Henry M.
Perry's Death, May—July 1989

Perry Materials-Correspondence from Henry M.
and/or Katherlene Perry, 20 November 1966, 19 June
1973

Perry Materials-Correspondence to Henry M. and/or
Katherlene Perry, 1948, 1966, 1971-73, 1976, 1979,
1982, n.d.

Perry Materials-50th Wedding Anniversary Invitation
for Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Perry, 1970

Perry Materials-60th Wedding Anniversary Photos for
Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Perry, 1980

Perry Materials-Document from 60th Wedding
Anniversary Photos for Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Perry,
1980

Perry Materials-Certificate to Mr. and Mrs. Perry from
Bethel A.M.E. Church [Indianapolis, Ind.], June 1979

Perry Materials-Henry M. Perry and/or Katherlene
Perry, Title to House, Affidavit of Survivorship, Last
Will and Testament, and Financial Records, 1954,
1965, 1980-89, n.d.

Perry Materials-Portrait Photo of [Possibly] Rev.
James Jefferson Perry [Father of Henry M. Perry], n.d.

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 14
Box 4, Folder 44

Box 4, Folder 45

Box 4, Folder 46

Box 4, Folder 47

Box 4, Folder 48

Box 4, Folder 49

Box 4, Folder 50

Box 4, Folder 51

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 15

Box 4, Folder 52

Box 7

Box 4, Folder 53

OVB Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 1
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Perry Materials-Biographical Sketch of Katherlene
Perry and Her Children, n.d.

Perry Materials-Katherlene Perry's Receipt of VVoter
Registration Card, 1966

Perry Materials-Katherlene Perry Certificates, 2 June
1996

Perry Materials: Katherlene Perry's Diamond Ring,
n.d.

Perry Materials-Katherlene Perry, "World's Greatest
Cousin" Plaque, n.d.

Perry Materials-National Service Line Insurance for
Love James Perry and William M. Perry, March 1943

Perry Materials-Love James Perry's Military
Correspondence (WWII), 1943-45

Perry Materials-Love James Perry Photograph, n.d.

Perry Materials-Newspaper Article about Love James
Perry becoming Bank Director, 2 February 1974

Perry Materials-Military Correspondence to Myrtle
Perry (WWII), November 1944

Perry Materials-Newspaper Article about Marriage
between Miss Myrtle Perry and Dr. Eugene L.
Runyon, 4 July 1964

Perry Materials-Correspondence to Nellie M. Perry,
16 April 1929, n.d.

Perry Materials-Documents pertaining to Nellie M.
Perry's Death and Burial, February—March 1944

Perry Materials-Newspaper Memorial to William A.
Perry, 1973

Perry Materials-Documents regarding Memorial Tree
for William A. Perry, 1980

Perry Materials-William M. Perry's Military
Correspondence (WWII), 1943-45

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 5, Folder 1

Box 5, Folder 2

Box 5, Folder 3

Artifact: 2016.0235

Artifact: 2016.0235

Box 5, Folder 4
Box 5, Folder 5
Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 20
Box 5, Folder 6

Box 5, Folder 7

Box 5, Folder 8

Box 5, Folder 9

Box 5, Folder 10

Box 5, Folder 11

Box 5, Folder 12

Box 5, Folder 13
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Perry Materials-William M. Perry's Captured Enemy
Certificate, 31 October 1945

Perry Materials-Wedding Invitation for Daisy Mae
Perry and John Nathaniel Torrence, 18 June 1954

Perry Materials-Article about Daisy Torrence being
Named Associate Director, December 1979

Perry Materials-R.G. Torrence Newspaper Obituary,
25 February 1969

Perry Materials-Correspondence from Arkadelphia,
Arkansas, 1979, 1983, 1985

Perry Materials-Document pertaining to Family
Property in Arkansas, 1950, 1981, n.d

Perry Materials-Blank Postcards, n.d.
Perry Materials-Memorial Cards, 1973, 1976

Perry Materials-Fletcher Avenue Savings and Loan
Association Insurance for Perry Residence on Paris
Avenue, 1940s

Perry Materials-Program from the 16th Annual
Commencement of Crispus Attucks High School, 4
June 1943

Perry Materials-Point for Speech Documents, 1951,
1976, n.d.

Perry Materials-Miscellaneous Handwritten Notes, 16
June 1980, n.d.

Perry Materials-Scrapbook #1 Contents, 1929-80,
1991

Perry Materials-Scrapbook #1 Photos, n.d.
Perry Materials-Scrapbook #2 Contents, 1934-99,
2012, n.d.

Perry Materials-Scrapbook #2 Photos, circa 1930s—
40s

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 5, Folder 14

Box 5, Folder 15

Box 5, Folder 16

Box 5, Folder 17

Box 5, Folder 18

Box 5, Folder 19

Box 5, Folder 20
Box 5, Folder 21

Box 5, Folder 22

Box 5, Folder 23

Box 5, Folder 24
Box 5, Folder 25
Box 5, Folder 26
Photographs,

Box 2, Folder 17

Box 5, Folder 27

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 18
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Perry Materials-WW!1I Overseas Photos (1 of 2), circa
1940s

Perry Materials-WW!1I Overseas Photos (2 of 2), circa
1940s

Perry Materials-WW!II Japanese Government
[Philippines] 100 Pesos (1 of 2), circa 1940s

Perry Materials-WWII Japanese Government
[Philippines] 100 Pesos (2 of 2), circa 1940s

Perry Materials-WWII Japanese Government
[Philippines] 5 Pesos (1 of 2), circa 1940s

Perry Materials-WWII Japanese Government
[Philippines] 5 Pesos (2 of 2), circa 1940s

Perry Materials-Photographs, circa 1930s—40s, 1978

Perry Materials-Photographs, 1988, n.d.

Lucille Graham Ransaw, Newspaper Obituary, 18
November 1992

Photo of Rev. Walter W. Reid's Granddaughter [?],
1984

Violet Davis Reynolds, Newspaper Obituary, n.d.

Photo of Adele Waldon Sims, n.d.

Frances C. Stout, Certificates, 1975-87

Frances C. Stout, Correspondence, September 1998
Ronald E. Taylor, Newspaper Obituary, n.d.

Curtis F. Terry, Newspaper Obituary, n.d.

Bishop William Vernon, Newspaper Article about
Vernon's Grave, 4 October 1999

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 14

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 15

Artifact: 2016.0235

Artifact: 2016.0235

Artifact: 2016.0235

Artifact: 2016.0235

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 16

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 16

Box 5, Folder 28

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 17

Box 5, Folder 29

Photographs,
Box 2, Folder 19

Box 5, Folder 30
Box 5, Folder 31
Box 5, Folder 32
Box 5, Folder 33

Box 5, Folder 34
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Malinda McLaughlin Walker, 98th Birthday
Celebration, 11 December 1990, 6 January 1991

Jesse Paul Quinn Wallace, Degree from Edward
Waters College and Memorial Service, 29 May 1958,
20 December 1961

William Howard Weaver, Accreditation and
Appointment Certificates (Fourth District of
Department of Christian Education), 194649

Anna Margaret Williams, Memorial Service, 6
September 2011

Series 10: Publications

CONTENTS
A.M.E. Hymnal, 1946

The Boy's Book of Verse [item from Perry Collection],
1951

The Church School Superintendent, 1939

The New Testament, Protestant \VVersion, 1942

Triumphant Service Songs [Hymnal], 1934

A. Lewis Williams' Daily Report, 2000, 2004
A.M.E. Christian Recorder, 14 May 1968
The Christian Recorder, 15 December 1986

Class: The Most Comprehensive Black Magazine,
February—March 1944

The Connector Newsletter, May 1987
The Crisis Magazine, March 1990

Gold Torch Newsletter (Central State University), 26
June 1968

Indiana Historical Society Bethel A.M.E. Church Addition

Box 5, Folder 35

Box 5, Folder 36

Box 5, Folder 37

Box 5, Folder 38
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Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235

Printed Collections:
2016.0235
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Printed Collections:
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Box 5, Folder 43
Box 5, Folder 44
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Miscellaneous Hymnal and Other Music, n.d.
Miscellaneous Poems and Versus, n.d.

"My Duty" [published by The Clark Grave Vault
Company], n.d.

On Being an A.M.E. Church Women: One of the
[Livelier] Arts, 1970s

Reclaiming Grace and Freedom: Two Centuries of
American Methodism, 1976

The Secret Chamber: A Daily Devotional Guide,
May—August 1985
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Box 5, Folder 46
Box 5, Folder 47

Box 5, Folder 48

Box 5, Folder 49

Box 5, Folder 50

Box 5, Folder 51
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