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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The American Guild of Organists was originally founded in New York City in 1896 by
forward looking musicians throughout the United States with several different purposes:
advancing worthy religious music; elevating the status of church musicians and increasing
appreciation of their responsibilities, duties, and opportunities; raising the standards of
efficiency of organists and choirmasters by examinations; providing members with
opportunities for meeting for the discussion of professional topics; and doing other such
lawful things as are incidental to the purposes of the Guild. By 1956, the AGO had more
than 17,000 members across 275 chapters that were in every state, the District of
Columbia, and the Panama Canal Zone. The AGO boasts members from all religions, as it
is non-sectarian. It also has considerable influence with the standardization of organ
consoles, with both builders and architects conferring with Guild committees.

The Indiana Chapter was chartered in 1919, at DePauw University School of Music in
Greencastle. The original officers were Van Denman Thompson (Dean), Carrie Hyatt
Kennedy (Sub Dean), Ida Burr Bell (Secretary), Myra S Gordon (Treasurer), Edna
Cogswell (Registrar), and Dean Armstrong (Librarian). In 1956, this became the
Indianapolis Chapter, after other chapters popped up all over Indiana, including chapters
and branches in DePauw, Evansville, Fort Wayne, Indiana University, Kokomo, Lafayette,
Muncie, the St. Joseph Valley, the Wabash Valley, and the Whitewater Valley.

Sources:
Materials in the collection
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection is split into multiple series: scrapbooks (including several bound volumes
of photographs and newspaper clippings), chapter news, financial, AGO history,
correspondence, membership, yearbooks, administrative, Mozingo, events, fanfare,
executive minutes, membership minutes, concert notes, photographs, and miscellaneous.

This collection primarily consists of meeting minutes, concert and recital programs, and
newsletters. There are also ledgers, budgets, and other financial papers, as well as different
administrative papers including charter documentation and by-laws. The Mozingo series
contains endowment documents and estate papers for Berniece Mozingo. The collection
also contains membership rosters and yearbooks with lists of members, as well as
correspondence about different events and issues in the AGO.
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SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Fanfare

CONTENTS
Fanfares, 1981-1982

Fanfares, 1982-1984
Fanfares, 1982-1986
Fanfares, 1987-1989
Fanfares, 1988-1989
Fanfares, 1989-1990
Fanfares, 1990-1991
Fanfares, 1991-1992
Fanfares, 1992-1993
Fanfares, 1993-1994
Fanfares, 1994-1995
Fanfares, 1995-1996
Fanfares, 1996-1997
Fanfares, 1997-1998
Fanfares, 1998-1999
Fanfares, 1999-2000
Fanfares, 2000-2001
Fanfares, 2001-2002
Fanfares, 2002-2003
Fanfares, 2003-2004

Fanfares, 2004-2005

Indiana Historical Society

American Guild of Organists

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2
Box 1, Folder 3
Box 1, Folder 4
Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6
Box 1, Folder 7
Box 1, Folder 8
Box 1, Folder 9
Box 1, Folder 10
Box 1, Folder 11
Box 1, Folder 12
Box 1, Folder 13
Box 1, Folder 14
Box 1, Folder 15
Box 1, Folder 16
Box 1, Folder 17
Box 1, Folder 18
Box 1, Folder 19
Box1, Folder 20

Box 1, Folder 21
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Fanfares, 2005-2006

Fanfares, 2006-2007

Fanfares, 2007-2008

Series 2: Member Minutes

CONTENTS
Member Minutes, 1985-1986

Member Minutes, 1986-1988
Member Minutes, 1986-1987
Member Minutes, 1987-1988
Member Minutes, 1988-1989
Member Minutes, 1989-1990
Member Minutes, 1990-1991
Member Minutes, 1991-1992
Member Minutes, 1992-1993
Member Minutes, 1994-1995
Member Minutes, 1998-2005

Member Minutes, 2006-2007

Series 3: Executive Minutes

CONTENTS
Executive Committee Minutes, 1919-1932

Executive Committee Minutes, 1932-1944
Executive Committee Minutes, 1955-1961

Executive Committee Minutes, 1961-1972

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 1, Folder 22

Box 1, Folder 23

Box 1, Folder 24

CONTAINER
Box 2, Folder 1

Box 2, Folder 2
Box 2, Folder 3
Box 2, Folder 4
Box 2, Folder 5
Box 2, Folder 6
Box 2, Folder 7
Box 2, Folder 8
Box 2, Folder 9
Box 2, Folder 10
Box 2, Folder 11

Box 2, Folder 12

CONTAINER
Box 2, Folder 13

Box 2, Folder 14
Box 2, Folder 15

Box 2, Folder 16



Indianapolis Chapter AGO Minutes of Meetings, Box 2, Folder 17
Executive Committee, Correspondence, 1972-1973

Executive Board Minutes and Treasurer Reports, Box 2, Folder 18

1973-1978

Executive Minutes 1981-1982
AGO Meetings, 1981-1986
Executive Minutes, 1982-1983
Executive Minutes, 1983-1984
Executive Minutes, 1985-1986
Executive Minutes, 1986-1987
Executive Minutes, 1987-1988
Executive Minutes, 1988-1989
Executive Minutes, 1989-1990
Executive Minutes, 1990-1991
Executive Minutes, 1991-1992
Executive Minutes, 1993-1994
Executive Minutes, 1994-2000
Executive Minutes, 2001-2006

Executive Minutes, 2007

Series 4. Membership

CONTENTS
Membership, 1980-1981

Roster, 1983-1984

Membership Report Forms, 1985-1986

Indiana Historical Society

American Guild of Organists

Box 2, Folder 19
Box 2, Folder 20
Box 2, Folder 21
Box 3, Folder 1
Box 3, Folder 2
Box 3, Folder 3
Box 3, Folder 4
Box 3, Folder 5
Box 3, Folder 6
Box 3, Folder 7
Box 3, Folder 8
Box 3, Folder 9
Box 3, Folder 10
Box 3, Folder 11

Box 3, Folder 12

CONTAINER
Box 3, Folder 13

Box 3, Folder 14

Box 3, Folder 15



Series 5: Correspondence

CONTENTS
Indiana Chapter AGO, 1919-1945

AGO Correspondence, 1946-1947
AGO Correspondence, 1948-1949
AGO Correspondence, 1949-1952
AGO Correspondence, 1950-1951
AGO Correspondence, 1948-1953
AGO Correspondence, 1952-1953
AGO Correspondence, 1953-1954
Indiana Chapter AGO, 1954-1955
Indiana Chapter AGO, 1955-1957
Indianapolis (2"%) Chapter, 1956-1957
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1957-1958
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1958-1959
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1959-1961
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1961-1963
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1963-1965
Indianapolis Chapter AGO, 1967-1970
AGO, 1969-1970

AGO September, 1971-1972
Correspondence, 1973-1976
Correspondence, 1976-1978

AGO, 1978-1980

AGO Correspondence, 1981-1982

Indiana Historical Society

American Guild of Organists

CONTAINER
Box 3, Folder 16

Box 3, Folder 17
Box 3, Folder 18
Box 3, Folder 19
Box 4, Folder 1
Box 4, Folder 2
Box 4, Folder 3
Box 4, Folder 4
Box 4, Folder 5
Box 4, Folder 6
Box 4, Folder 7
Box 4, Folder 8
Box 4, Folder 9
Box 4, Folder 10
Box 4, Folder 11
Box 4, Folder 12
Box 4, Folder 13
Box 4, Folder 14
Box 4, Folder 15
Box 5, Folder 1
Box 5, Folder 2
Box 5, Folder 3

Box 5, Folder 4
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AGO Correspondence, 1982-1983
AGO Correspondence, 1983-1984
AGO Correspondence, 1984-1985
AGO Correspondence, 1985-1986

Operating Procedures Dispute, 1984

Series 6: AGO History

CONTENTS
A Brief Sketch of the AGO, 1960

AGO, A History of the Indiana Chapters, 1969

The Story of the American Guild of Organists (book),
1946

Series 7: Concert Notes

CONTENTS
Concert Notes, 1990

Concert Notes, 1991
Concert Notes, 1992
Concert Notes, 1993
Concert Notes, 1994
Concert Notes, 1995
Concert Notes, 1997
Concert Notes, 1998
Concert Notes, 1999
Concert Notes, 2000
Concert Notes, 2001

Concert Notes, 2002

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 5, Folder 5
Box 5, Folder 6
Box 5, Folder 7
Box 5, Folder 8

Box 5, Folder 9

CONTAINER
Box 5, Folder 10

Box 5, Folder 11

General Collection:
ML27.U5 A7 1946

CONTAINER
Box 5, Folder 12

Box 5, Folder 13
Box 5, Folder 14
Box 5, Folder 15
Box 5, Folder 16
Box 6, Folder 1
Box 6, Folder 2
Box 6, Folder 3
Box 6, Folder 4
Box 6, Folder 5
Box 6, Folder 6

Box 6, Folder 7
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Concert Notes, 2003
Concert Notes, 2004
Concert Notes, 2005

Concert Notes, 2006-2007

Series 8: Yearbooks

CONTENTS
AGO Yearbooks, 1956-1976

AGO Yearbooks, 1976-1984
AGO Yearbooks, 1984-1992
AGO Yearbooks, 1992-1999

AGO Yearbooks, 1999-2006

Series 9: Events

CONTENTS
Regional Conventions, 1931-1960

Regional Conventions, 1961-1971
Organ Music Celebration Day, 1989
World’s Largest Organ Recital, 1996
Positif Organ Dedication, 2001

Arthur Jennings Organ Recital, 1927
WYFI Pipe Dreams, 1993-1994

AGO 1983 Convention, 1983

Spring Tune Up, 1988

Young Organists Committee, 1988-1989
AGO Regional Convention, 1993

Mid-Winter Conclave, 1968

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 7, Folder 1
Box 7, Folder 2
Box 7, Folder 3

Box 7, Folder 4

CONTAINER
Box 7, Folder 5

Box 7, Folder 6
Box 7, Folder 7
Box 8, Folder 1

Box 8, Folder 2

CONTAINER
Box 8, Folder 3

Box 8, Folder 4
Box 8, Folder 5
Box 8, Folder 6
Box 8, Folder 7
Box 9, Folder 1
Box 9, Folder 2
Box 9, Folder 3
Box 9, Folder 4
Box 9, Folder 5
Box 9, Folder 6

Box 9, Folder 7
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David Foster Recital, 1963

Three Organ Recitals, 1964-1965

Series 10: Mozingo

CONTENTS
Mozingo Reports, 1994

AGO Mozingo, 1990-1991

Series 11: Administrative

CONTENTS
Fiftieth Anniversary Charter, 1946

Documentation of Chapter Name Change, 1956
AGO Charter, 1956

AGO September 1971-1972, Arline Ward, Secretary,
1970-1972

AGO Secretary, 1981-1983

Chapter By-Laws, 1996-2008

Series 12: Financial

CONTENTS
AGO Financial Reports, 1922-1947

AGO Financial, 1982-1985
AGO Financial, 1983-1990
AGO Financial, 1990-2004
AGO Financial, 2004-2006
AGO Financial, 2007
AGO Ledgers, 1985-1986
AGO Ledgers, 1986-1987

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 9, Folder 8

Box 9, Folder 9

CONTAINER
Box 9, Folder 10

Box 9, Folder 11

CONTAINER
Box 9, Folder 12

Box 9, Folder 13
Box 9, Folder 14

Box 9, Folder 15

Box 9, Folder 16

Box 9, Folder 17

CONTAINER
Box 9, Folder 18

Box 9, Folder 19
Box 9, Folder 20
Box 10, Folder 1
Box 10, Folder 2
Box 10, Folder 3
Box 10, Folder 4

Box 10, Folder 5

Page 10



Dues Records, 1980-1982
Dues Records, 1986-1987

Indianapolis Chapter #521 American Guild of
Organists Membership Records, 1996-1997

Receipts for Expenses, 1986-1987

Income and Expense Statements, 1987

Series 13: Scrapbooks

CONTENTS
AGO Scrapbook, 1945-1956

AGO Scrapbook, 1956-1973

AGO Scrapbook, 1978-1980

AGO Scrapbook, 1980-1981

AGO Scrapbook, 1981-1982

AGO Scrapbook, 1982-1989

AGO Scrapbook, 1937-1966

AGO Scrapbook, 1968-1978

AGO Scrapbook, 1974

AGO Scrapbook, A to F, 1987-1989
AGO Scrapbook, G to M, 1987-1989
AGO Scrapbook, N to Z, 1987-1989

AGO Scrapbook, 1955-1997

Series 14: Chapter News

CONTENTS
AGO Chapter News, 1985-1986

Chapter News Reports, 1973-1978

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 10, Folder 6
Box 10, Folder 7

Box 10, Folder 8

Box 10, Folder 9

Box 10, Folder 10

CONTAINER
Box 11, Folder 1

Box 11, Folder 2
Box 11, Folder 3
Box 11, Folder 4
Box 11, Folder 5
Box 11, Folder 6
BV 5498
BV 5499
BV 5500
BV 5501
BV 5502
BV 5503

BV 5504

CONTAINER
Box 12, Folder 1

Box 12, Folder 2
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Series 15: Photographs

CONTENTS
Recital Photos, n.d.

Recital Photos, n.d.

Recital Photos, n.d.

Dr. Van Denman Thompson, Meharry Hall, 1921

Children’s Pipe Organ Experience, 1995 (1 of 2)

Children’s Pipe Organ Experience, 1995 (2 of 2)

Convention Photographs, 1996

Series 16: Miscellaneous

CONTENTS
Benham’s Musical Review, 1873-1874

Rush for the Klondike, Hoosier Colonel, Sheet Music,
1897-1898

Karg-Elert Choral Improvisation, 1909
Index of Organ Stoplists, 1910-1940
AGO Programs, 1927-1998

News Clippings, 1929-1964

AGO Organs, 1933-1961

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

CONTAINER

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Folder 1 of 3

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Folder 2 of 3

Cold Storage
Color Photographs,
Folder 3 of 3

Photographs,
Folder 1 of 1

Cold Storage
Color OVB Photographs,
Folder 1 of 3

Cold Storage
Color OVB Photographs,
Folder 2 of 3

Cold Storage
Color OVB Photographs,
Folder 3 of 3

CONTAINER
Box 12, Folder 3

OM 0754
Folder 1 of 1

Box 12, Folder 4
Box 12, Folder 5
Box 12, Folder 6
Box 12, Folder 7

Box 12, Folder 8
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Developments of the Mechanics of the Organ, 1942
Programs, 1961-1968

Small Organ Repertoire Handout, 1966-1999
Associateship Examination, 1984

Elections, Ballots, 1984-1988

Organ Specifications, 1986

AGO Regions V Booklet, 1993

Education AGO, 1994-1995

Professional Concerns, 1994-1995

1996 AGO Display Marion Co. Library, 1996

Central Indianapolis Library Documentary AGO,
1997-1998

Van Denman Thompson Info., 2001

David M. Kinyon Plays the 1968 Aeolian-Skinner at
2"d Prespyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1998

Indiana Historical Society American Guild of Organists

Box 12, Folder 9
Box 12, Folder 10
Box 12, Folder 11
Box 12, Folder 12
Box 13, Folder 1
Box 13, Folder 2
Box 13, Folder 3
Box 13, Folder 4
Box 13, Folder 5
Box 13, Folder 6

Box 13, Folder 7

Box 13, Folder 8

Box 13, Folder 9
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