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My dad competed in National History Day, and his accounts made me want to

participate. I wanted to explore a personal topic and had seen pictures of my great

grandfather, Glenn Inman, on skis wearing his Army uniform. I knew he served in the

10th Mountain Division in World War II and learned that his division was America’s only

mountain winter warfare unit. They trained in the Colorado Rockies, were sent to the

Italian front, and broke up the heavily artilleried German line in the Apennine mountains,

marking a major turning point for the Allies. But their impact doesn’t stop there. Many

veterans of the 10th came home after the war and used their training to revolutionize

outdoor recreation. I decided my Great-Grandpa’s story with the 10th is perfect for this

year’s NHD theme.

My research started online. The Denver Public Library site has a special

collection on the 10th where I found photographs, oral histories, and a map of the Italian

Campaign. I explored the National Archives and the WWII Library site and found useful

timelines. I went to the IU Library and found several books by historians. I read two

books written by sons of 10th Mountain veterans, and their stories were similar to my

great-grandpa’s. I watched a film featuring interviews with Allied Commander General

Hays, German General Hilderbrand, local Italians, and excerpts from a German

soldier’s diary. These provided multiple perspectives.

Personal interviews were helpful. The 10th Mountain Descendents group

connected me to a surviving veteran, Howard Koch. I interviewed him by telephone and

his personal account was touching. I interviewed my great uncle who provided

photographs, newspapers, and books my great-grandpa saved.
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A performance seemed the best way to explain the significance of the 10th

Mountain Division by telling my great-grandpa’s story and incorporating his Eisenhower

jacket, photographs, and books as props. I found an old postcard revealing that he

arrived for basic training on his 25th birthday, so I wrote my script as him talking to his

grandchildren 50 years later. I built my set, using primary sources on the backdrop.

By fall 1944, the Germans had driven the Allies from Rome and were embedded

in the harsh Italian Apennines. Three attempts to break their formidable line had failed

and special forces were needed. In January 1945, the 10th Mountain Division arrived.

Because of their mountain training, they were able to break the German Line. This was

a significant turning point in the Italian Campaign, and the Germans surrendered. The

10th Mountain Division was essential in ending WW11, and saved many lives by

destroying HItler’s final grip on Europe..

After turning the tide in Italy, over 2000 veterans of the 10th Mountain Division

returned to the states and applied their skills. They founded 60 ski resorts, designed ski

lifts, developed safer winter gear, and opened mountain survival schools, turning

outdoor recreation into a bigger and safer industry. These turning points are the legacy

of the epic soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division.
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