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| chose the topic of Sesame Street because it is an under- appreciated form of
communication. When | heard the topic was communication my mind went straight to
children's television. | decided | wanted to create my project on one of the two original
educational children's television shows which included Sesame Street and Mr.Rogers
Neighborhood. After conducting some initial research on both topics, | decided to focus
my project on Sesame Street, partially because | watched Sesame Street for countless
hours in my childhood, but more importantly because | thought it had a more significant
impact on the world.

| started conducting research by looking at several books and articles on the early
history of Sesame Street. One of the most useful books was Sunny Days by David
Kamp. It was a great overview of the history of Sesame Street. | also started watching
some of the Classic Sesame Street episodes and took notes on what | saw. | watched
an interview with Joan Ganz Cooney that covered her entire Sesame Street experience.
| also interviewed Paul Siefken, the CEO and President of Fred Rogers Productions and
former director of children's programming for PBS Kids. He’s been working in children’s
television for 25 years and knows rather much about the impact of Sesame Street.

As | researched | became more interested in the impact of Sesame Street on children’s
emotional health rather than just on their academic readiness for school and found that
much had been written on the topic. | began to focus watching Sesame Street on
watching these important episodes.

Once my research was complete, | decided that a documentary would be the best way
to present this story. | originally thought that a performance would be the best use of my
skills. However, once | realized that with a documentary | could include clips from the
show, | knew that would be the best way to present this topic. | spent a lot of time
looking back over my research and formulating my narration. | then made my
documentary using WeVideo, which | had never used before, but with practice | was
able to figure out how to blend together photos and video with my narration. | found
many clips from the show over the years to include in my project.

My project relates to Communication in History because television was one of the
primary methods of communication of the second half of the 20th century. Sesame
Street had a huge impact on using that method of communication for the purpose of
teaching preschoolers, something which had not previously been done, and which
continues to be done today. Additionally, Sesame Street used both muppets and
humans to communicate, a practice that was new at the time.
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