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Last year, when I was in eighth grade, I read a book in my class called Red Scarf Girl.
This book is a memoir by Ji-Li Jiang on her growing up during the Chinese Cultural Revolution.
I was inspired by her story to choose Propaganda Posters in the Chinese Cultural Revolution as
my topic for this year's National History Day competition. My topic for NHD had to be
something I was passionate about and something that would keep my interest throughout the
whole year. The history of the Cultural Revolution, through the art of propaganda posters was
one that would keep my interest.

I started my research by going through Ji-Li's memoir and looking for references to
propaganda, especially the specific Propaganda Wall she mentions in Shanghai. I read through
the history of the Cultural Revolution in books and through online sources and searched the
school's databases for newspaper articles and accounts of the event. Because my topic is quite
visual, I looked for examples of propaganda posters that contained slogans as messages to the
Chinese people. They feature men and women praising Chairman Mao Zedong and encouraging
others to follow him and his ideas for the Cultural Revolution. I found quotes from Mao on how
propaganda is a valuable tool that should be used and words from his successors, who offer their
support for Mao's Cultural Revolution. It was fascinating to research this topic and learn about
the dangers of political posters.

Since my topic about propaganda posters is so visual, I decided to choose the exhibit
category for my project. I compiled the posters and slogans and displayed them on the board. I
also have a deck of communist slogan cards I received from a friend who visited China, and I
will lay them by my board as the visual object and also use mini close pins to make a banner of
slogans in the middle of my board. I painted the background of my board black to display the

propaganda posters, text, pictures, and quotes on. I mounted all of these elements onto red and



white matting and then I trimmed the audio of a phone interview with Ji-Li Jiang that I was so
glad to have done with her. Along the process of the contest, I revised my project based on
helpful feedback I received by rearranging the items, adding quotes and Chinese flags, and
improving the text boxes.

My topic, which is Propaganda Posters in the Chinese Cultural Revolution, argues that
the propaganda posters were crucial in spreading messages to the Chinese people about the
Cultural Revolution. They were used as a tool by Mao and the Chinese Communist Party to
remind people of their goals. It relates to the topic of this year's NHD theme of Communication:
The Key to Understanding, because the posters and slogans were used in this way of
communicating the message of the movement to the people, so that they would never forget the

intention of the Cultural Revolution.
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the “Cultural Revolution” or the “Great Proletariar

o to eliminate any traces of capitalist ideas in € hina

Soorce Credit: "The sunlight of Mao Zedong Thought illuminates the road of the Great Proletarian Coltoral Revolution," 1966,
Shanghai People's Fine Arts Poblishing House Propaganda Poster Grouvp, Chineseposters.net




The Coltoral Revolotion
In 1966, Chairman Mao Zedong wanted to create a commonist revolotion, called the
"Coltoral Revolution” or the "Great Proletarian Coltoral Revolotion” to eliminate any traces

of capitalist ideas in China and to restore the power of the Chinese Commonist Party (CCP).
He started this energetic revolotion after the devastating failore of the Great Leap Forward
campaign, becavse he feared losing his control and infloence over China.




“We ﬁ/-m/y support your proletariar rey olutionary sprt

of{)al‘f/fy to break (/wvafr, to act, to nm/(f revolution and to

rige up in rebellior... Oy erthrow those persons in power taking
the capitalist road, overthrow the hourgeors reactionary
authorities and all hoargeors loyalists.”

—- Lin Biao’s speech to the Red Guards on August

18th 1966

The Messag

The goul of the Revolution was to clear Cina of all capitalist ideas ard
of the four olds, which included old) deas, old customs, ol culture, ard ofd
fabhits. Slogans lite “Long live Chairmas Mao!” were shouted or the
Streets, seer on propagarda posters, ard writter i the newspaper paper
called Petireg Keview in support of the Revolutior. Because the CCP had
seized control of the media ard supplied the cowntry with propagarda
posters, people completely believed the new ideas of the Cultural

Revolutior.




"We firmly support yoor proletarian revolutionary spirit of daring to break through, to
act, to make revolotion and to rise vp in rebellion... Overthrow those persons in power taking
the copitalist road, overthrow the bourgeois reactionary avthorities and all bovrgeois
loyalists.”

-~ Lin Biao's speech to the Red Guards on Avgust 18th 1966

The Message
The goal of the Revolotion was to clear China of all capitalist ideas and of the four olds,
which included old ideas, old customs, old colture, and old habits. Slogans like "Long live
Chairman Mao!" were shovted on the streets, seen on propaganda posters, and written in the
newspaper Peking Review in support of the Revolution. Becavse the CCP had seized control
of the media and supplied the country with propaganda posters, people completely believed
the new ideas of the Coltoral Revolution.




“The purpose of the Great Proletarian Cultaral
Revolution i to destroy the old) culture. You cannot stop us!”
-- A annamed Red Guard, 1966
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Source Credit: "Long live chairman Mao! Long, long live!" 1970, Chineseposters.net




"The purpose of the Great Proletarian Coltoral Revolotion is to destroy the old coltore.

You cannot stop vs!"
-- An vnnamed Red Guard, 1966




I the Chinese Cultaral Revolution, Chairmean Mao
communicated fis desire to purge China of old, m/n’(a/f;r{
ideas through commanist propagarda posters wd a 3
movement called the Red Guard, which robhhed his people of
individual thinking, caused millions of deaths, wnd shaped the
moderr governimend, which continuously utilizes propaganda

today.

(i response to the calls of Chairmar Mao, a zealous youth movement,
called the Red Guard, stormed through cities to plaster propaganda posters.
everguihere and rally pecple into the new revolution. They chaged the
satnes of stops that were ot political enough, cut off the pants of thase
ot embracing wew styles, and killed peaple for their defiance. A cancel
culture wag developed, az people called out their fiends who were ot in
support of the revolution, using the same pofitical slogans. Evere if one was

icious of counter—revolutionary actions, they could be killed and their
personal items destroyed for containing the four ofds.

Source Credit: "Scatter the old world, build a new world," 1967, Central Art Acade
Chineseposters.net




Thesis
In the Chinese Coltoral Revolotion, Chairman Mao commonicated his desire to porge
China of old, capitalist ideas throvgh commonist propaganda posters and a movement, called
the Red Guard, which robbed his people of individoal thinking, cavsed millions of deaths, and
shaped the modern government, which continvously utilizes propaganda today.
The Red Guard
In response to the calls of Chairman Mao, a zealovs youth movement, called the Red

Guard, stormed through cities to plaster propaganda posters everywhere and rally people
into the new revolotion. They changed the names of shops that were not political enovgh, cot
off the pants of those not embracing new styles, and killed people for their defiance. This
created a cancel colture, as people called out their friends who were not in support of the
revolotion, using the same political slogans. Even if one was suspiciovs of

counter-revolotionary actions, they coold be killed and their personal items destroyed for

containing the foor olds.




“Raise high the great red flag of Mao Z edong Thought, unite
arownd the Party ard Chairman Mao, ard crush all kinds of
constraints and subversive plots of revigionizm... to carty the
socialist revolution to the end.”

--A big character poster from 1966

One of the main sources of commanication for the fast-paced Caltural

Kevolution were propaganda posters. These posters, which were printed

and sent throughout China by the government, covered walls ard burldings

in the cities. They included slogans like "Smash the four ofds!” that were
accompanied by illustrations of revolutionaries upholding these commands
and urging China to do the same. They were daily visual reminders that

brainwaghed people into worshipping Chairmarn Mao and his path of
communist reform.

Fropaganda Festers, China, 1966, Richard Harrington/ Three Lions /Getty tmages, all thats nteresting

“Right at the entrance to our alley, where you coulp not
help woticing it, stood the propagarda wall. (¢ was tall and wide,
coveting the whole end of one building and looming over the
street. Every time a new campaigr started, a picture would be

painted or it to promote the campaign message.”
-Ji=Li Jiang, Ked Scarf Gir/

Source Credit: Propaganda Posters, Ching, 1966, Richard Harrington/Three Lions/Getty Images, all thats interesting
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Source Credit: Propaganda Posters, Ching, 1966, Richard Harrington/Three Lions/Getty Images, all thats interesting



Propaganda Posters
One of the main sovrces of commonication for the fast-paced Coltoral Revolotion were

propaganda posters. These posters, which were printed and sent throvghoot China by the
government, covered walls and buildings in the cities. They incloded slogans like "Smash the
four olds!" that were accompanied by illustrations of revolotionaries vpholding these
commands and orging China to do the same. They were daily visval reminders that
brainwashed people into worshipping Chairman Mao and his path of commonist reform.

"Raise high the great red flag of Mao Zedong Thought, unite around the Party and
Chairman Mao, and crosh all kinds of constraints and svubversive plots of revisionism... to
carry the socialist revolotion to the end”

-- A big character poster from 1966




JI-LIJIANG

INTERVIEW

My Interview with Ji-Li Jiang:
https://drive.google.com/file/d /1BBckjYx_fOOJILRFIS3cDuObOyke-pohH/view?resovrcekey
Sovrce Credit: Woman at Propaganda Wall, Ching, 1966, Getty Images, BBC







"A big character poster is an extremely vsefol new weapon. It can be vsed anywhere as
long as the masses are there: city, village, factory, commone, store, government office, school,
military onity and street. It has been widely vsed and shoold be vsed indefinitely.”

-- Mao Zedong, 1958

"Right at the entrance to our alley, where you coold not help noticing it, stood the
propaganda wall. It was tall and wide, covering the whole end of one building and looming over
the street. Every time a new campaign started, a pictore woold be painted on it to promote

the campaign's message.”
—— Ji-Li Jiang, Red Scarf Girl

My Interview with Ji-Li Jiang:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BBckjYy_fOOJILRFIS3cDuObOyke-pghH/view?resovrcekey




U saw our mogt, mogt, most dearly beloved leader
Chairmare Mao. Comrades, [ have seen Chaivman Mao! Today
(am 50 happy that my heart is about to butst... [ have decided
to make today my birthday. Today ( start a new life.”

—— A anramed Red Guard

Mao and his followers, David Parleins, Tihe Ecomomist

Source Credit: Red Guard soldiers, China, 1966, Universal History Archive/Getty Images, all thats interesting

Mao and his followers, David Parkins, The Economist



"l saw our most, most, most dearly beloved leader Chairman Mao. Comrades, | have seen
Chairman Mao! Today | am so happy that my heart is about to borst... | have decided to make

today my birthday. Today | start a new life "
—— An vnnamed Red Guard




Srgnifcance

Though the Chinese Cultural Revolutior ended in 196 with Charrmarn
Maos death, it scarred evergone who was involved. Some of these
witnesses have writter memoirs that describe what thei life was like
during the revolutior. Toduy in commaunist China, President Xi strives to
be like Chairmarn Mao, the maripulative mar who caused ten bloody gears
of devastation. His party is wsing countless amounts of brain-washing
propaganda during the COVID-19 pardemic to maintaise control over
China like they have for more thar fifty gears. [t is alimost anbelievable
that their leader would want to repeat the horrific events of the Cultural
Revolution.

“Thirty years have passed since [ was the little girl with the
red searf'.. grew up ard moved to the United States, but still,
whatever [ 00, wherever [ went, vivid memories of my childhood
lept coming back to me.”

ang, Ked Searf Gir/
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Womar i front of a propaganda poster: ‘Wany pecple, united by one heart. Forge ahead. Push
socialism with Chinese characteristics forward into a wew era’, China, 2018, Gilles Sabric, The few
York Timet
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Source Credit: Woman in front of a propaganda poster: "Many people, vnited by one heart. Forge ahead. Push socialism with

Chinese characteristics forward into a new era”, China, 2018, Gilles Sabrié, The New York Times




Significance

Though the Coltural Revolotion ended in 1976 with Chairman Mao's death, it scarred
everyone who was involved. Some of these witnesses have written memoirs that describe
what their life was like doring the revolotion. Today in commonist China, President Xi strives
to be like Chairman Mao, the manipolative man who cavsed ten bloody years of devastation.
His party is vsing countless amouvnts of brainwashing propaganda doring the COVID-19
pandemic to maintain control over China like they have for more than fifty years. It is
onbelievable that their leader would want to repeat the horrific events of the Coltoral
Revolution.

"Thirty years have passed since | was the little girl with the red scarf ...I grew vp and
moved to the United States, bot still, whatever | did, wherever | went, vivid memories of my
childhood kept coming back to me."

—— Ji-Li Jiang, Red Scarf Girl
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Woman i front of a Propaganda post

“Comrade Mao, whether fre wag crogsing u sea of, surging

sealing u mourdtain (pass impregnable ag iros altvays
freld wrwa veringly to his courye, setting a shining example for
the Chinese Communist Furty.”
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“Those who dow't report their fever are clugs enemies
Fiding among the people”
== Fropaganda slogas (from pictare above), 2020
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Source Credit: Propaganda slogan in China, "Those who don't report their fever are class enemies hiding among people”,
2020, Jiayon Feng, SupChina




"Comrade Mao, whether he was crossing ‘a sea of surging waves' or scaling ‘a mountain
pass impregnable as iron’ always held vnwaveringly to his course, setting a shining example for

the Chinese Commonist Party.
—— Xi Jinping

"Those who don't report their fever are class enemies hiding among the people””
—— Propaganda slogan (from pictore above), 2020




