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Process Paper:

I wanted to base my NHD topic on local history since I would be more aware of its impact; I also

have easy access to valuable resources when researching, like the Carmel Clay Historical Society and the

Indiana Historical Society. Therefore, I initially chose my topic area by looking up what Indiana was

known for, and while researching, I found that Indiana was the nation’s leading popcorn producer. The

founder of the world’s biggest popcorn brand, Orville Redenbacher, was also a Hoosier. It was clear that

popcorn has a rich history in Indiana and currently plays a pivotal role in its economy, leading to my area

of research.

A source that was instrumental in the construction of my project was the book Popped Culture by

Andrew Smith. It provided a detailed description of popcorn’s social influence in American society from

9,000 years ago to the present day. The book was valuable to my research because it had many primary

sources, acting as my database for popcorn information. The biggest difficulty I encountered while

researching was finding historical sources relating to my topic, but this book provided countless

periodicals I could utilize. Another source that provided value to my project was from the USDA. Each

year, they publish the agricultural output and profit of different crops in states. Although Popped Culture

eloquently described the societal impact popcorn had, these numbers provided tangible evidence of the

impact popcorn has in America, adding a layer of depth to my project.

When deciding the format of my performance, I considered how to incorporate both the short and

long-term effects my turning point had naturally. By starting as a modern TV show host, I could give a

brief overview of the current impact of my turning point. I then transitioned to a host from 1959, where I

could develop the events that led up to the turning point and the immediate short-term effects it had on the

economy and society. I would then incorporate the differing perspectives regarding popcorn at the time

through newspapers and interviews. Afterward, I would return to being a modern host and end the

performance by explaining the long-term impact of my topic. This way, I could still give an engaging

presentation while maintaining my historical argument and its value.



Popcorn was banned from the movies before the Great Depression. During this time, films were

only shown at movie palaces and catered to a higher-class audience, meaning the audience and palace

owners viewed popcorn as a lower-class food that should not be associated with these venues. However,

after the Great Depression, watching films became an accessible pastime for all social classes, and the

theater industry was saved by concession revenues due to the introduction of popcorn into American

movie theaters, becoming a turning point in economic and social history. Popcorn is now a food found in

every movie theater across the nation, and the movies are a place for every family and person to enjoy, not

just upper-class Americans.
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