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Process Paper

In eighth grade, we learned about the struggles and horrible conditions of child workers

during the American Industrial Revolution. But today, child labor is an issue that

disproportionately affects migrants and children in developing nations. This made us wonder

how America mitigated its child labor crisis and whether or not that same solution could be used

to solve present day child labor crises around the globe. After searching through general

information about child labor in the early 1900s, Divya found a striking photograph of child

laborers that was taken by Lewis Hine. After viewing other photographs he had taken, we

decided to research further. Later, we would realize that we had just decided to research a figure

who used a camera to create a turning point in history by reshaping American values, attitudes,

and laws forever.

At first, we searched mainly for primary sources on credible databases. We used

ABC-CLIO, law databases, the Library of Congress, numerous newspaper archives, the

University of Maryland databases, and many more. These yielded many valuable sources that we

analyzed within the wider context of child labor. Our research wove together multiple

perspectives from children, senators, the Supreme Court, impoverished families, progressive

activists, the general public, and our three interviewees: a political scientist, a lawyer, and an

author. After our thesis fell into place, we read biographies and academic papers about Hine and

found that they supported our historical argument. As we started writing our script, we would

frequently return to credible databases, like the Library of Congress, which we manually sorted

through, analyzing thousands of documents. After our regional contest, we improved on our

historical context and found more newspapers and photographs to prove Hine’s influence on the

American public. Finally, we recorded the voiceover and assembled our documentary.
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Our historical argument is as follows: Lewis Wickes Hine, a pioneer of social

documentary photography, transformed the movement for child labor reform in the early 20th

century. Through his groundbreaking “photo story” technique, he exposed the harsh working

conditions that child laborers faced, altering public opinion and gaining widespread support for

reform. This marked a turning point in history in the fight against child labor, prompting

legislators to address the child labor crisis with the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, a federal

law that ended child labor in the United States. The success of Hine’s photographs also set a

precedent, solidifying the use of photography as an instrument for social change.

Lewis Hine’s role in enshrining the rights of children on a federal level was

astronomically important. After decades under horrid working conditions, Hine gave children a

voice, broke them free from the Industrial Revolution’s shackles of exploitation, and provided

them the gift of a fulfilling childhood and education. This newfound equality improved the lives

of children across the nation and continues to do so today. In addition, Lewis Hine’s innovative

methodology has inspired and will continue to inspire activists to use photography to initiate

conversations, deliver ultimatums, and make the invisible visible.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2M9i1Wy6IU. Accessed 6 January 2024.
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exploitative child labor, showing the impact of Lewis Hine’s photography on the
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the nation.
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https://iphf.org/inductees/dorothea-lange/%20Dorothea%20lange%20photo. Accessed 11

March 2024.

This source is a photograph of Dorthea Lange, a prominent photographer during

the Great Depression. We used this photograph in our documentary to show
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photos, who was heavily influenced by Lewis Hine.

Lange, Dorothea, photographer. Destitute pea pickers in California. Mother of seven children.

Age thirty-two. Nipomo, California. March. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of

Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/2017762891/>.

This unforgettable, poignant photograph commonly referred to as “Migrant

Mother”, was shot by Dorthea Lange, a prominent photographer who worked for

the Farm Security Administration during the Great Depression. This image helped

us understand how other photographers inherited the core tenets of Hine’s method

of photography. We included this picture in our documentary to show how Hine’s

work in social documentary photography influenced photographers like Dorothea

Lange.
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Hine, Lewis Wickes,1913, https://inquiryunlimited.org/ss_1900s/1913_child_labor/accidents.jpg.

Accessed 21 January 2024.

This source is one of Hine’s most powerful posters that shows young children

who have suffered horrific injuries during their jobs. This poster was crucial

toward our research and documentary because it enlightened us about Hine’s

methods of drawing out emotion from his audience through his photographs and

messages. We included this poster in our documentary to show how Hine
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This source is one of Hine’s most famous posters, showing two cycles: a cycle of

education and success or continued ignorance and factory labor. This source

helped us understand how Hine illustrated the cyclical effects of child labor,

showing ordinary citizens that excessive child labor could become a significant

impediment to success later in life. We included this poster in our documentary to

show how Hine created posters like these to truly turn the tide against child labor.

“0032379 - CARTOON: CHILD LABOR, 1918. 'The Boss: Now, children, all together, three

cheers for the Supreme Court!' Cartoon by Art Young on the Supreme Court's decision to

declare the Keating-Owen Child Labor Act of the Wilson administration ...” Granger -

Historical Picture Archive, The Liberator, 1918,

https://www.granger.com/results.asp?image=0032379. Accessed 10 April 2024.

This source is a political cartoon from a socialist magazine called The Liberator.

This cartoon shows children cheering for the result of the Supreme Court case

Hammer v. Dagenhart, which overturned the Keating Owen Act, sending many

children back to work across the nation. We used this in our documentary to show

the Supreme Court’s decision, marking a major regression in the struggle that

progressive activists had fought so hard for.
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This source is about the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), which was signed in 1938 by

President Roosevelt. This source helped us better understand the FLSA and its provisions

related to child labor.
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Fliter, John. Personal interview. 19 January 2024.

During our interview with Dr. John A. Fliter, a political scientist at Kansas State

University, we learned about the motivations of the more wealthy factory owners

in hiring children, who believed children could not unionize or revolt and were

thus easy to control. We used a clip of Dr. Fliter in our documentary, which

provided the context for why over 2 million children were employed during the

early 1900s.
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During our interview with Dr. Sampsell, author of the book "Lewis Hine as a

Social Critic," we gained insight into the efficacy of Lewis Hine's famous
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child labor. Dr. Sampsell also provided insight into how Hine used photography to

turn the tide against child labor.
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ScholarsArchive, 2018,

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1009&context=thetean.

Accessed 9 January 2024.

This journal paper from Brigham Young University analyzes different aspects of

Lewis Hine’s works and their ultimate effect on labor legislation. This source

analyzed the effects of his advocacy on the passage of the Keating-Owen Act,

which solidified a major part of our thesis.
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“Congress can't kid around with child labor law (Hammer v. Dagenhart).” American Bar

Association,

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/law_students/resources/on-demand/quimbee-hamme

r-v-dagenhart/. Accessed 14 April 2024.

This source is a summary of the reasoning behind the Supreme Court decision

Hammer v. Dagenhart. This provided the legal reasoning behind the overturning

of the Keating Owen act, which was a short term setback in the fight against child
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perspectives and provide the justification for the overturning of the Keating Owen

act.

Multimedia

Rosenblum, Nina, director. America and Lewis Hine. 1984, https://tubitv.com/mo

vies/668523/america-and-lewis-hine - movie.

This source is a video detailing Hine’s photographs that he took across the nation.

This source was valuable because it contained an interview with Walter
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War II.
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Pixabay, https://pixabay.com/sound-effects/search/music%20background/. Accessed 10 April

2024.

Pixabay offers a diverse selection of royalty-free tracks suitable for enhancing

multimedia projects, providing users with quality and versatility without
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copyright restrictions. We used this source for background music in our

documentary.

Video Editing Software

“CapCut | All-in-One Video Editor.” CapCut. http://capcut.com.

Capcut is a specialized video editor designed specifically for the web. We used

this software to edit our documentary, add special effects, and background music.


