
The History 
and Mythology
of Basketball 

in Indiana

LEGACY
AND

LEGEND

J. RONALD NEWLIN

Lesson Plans by 
Mariah Pol for



2

© 2023 Indiana Historical Society. All rights reserved.

This is a publication of the Indiana Historical Society

Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center

450 West Ohio Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269 USA

Legacy and Legend: The History and Mythology of Basketball in Indiana  

can be purchased from the IHS Basile History Market at:

Telephone orders: 1-317-234-0020

Online orders: shop.indianahistory.org

Lesson plans for Legacy and Legend: The History and Mythology of Basketball  

in Indiana are available online at www.indianahistory.org.

 

Made possible by support from

https://shop.indianahistory.org/
http://www.indianahistory.org


3

Legacy and Legend:  
The History and Mythology 
of Basketball in Indiana
Lesson Plans, created by Mariah Pol

For use in conjunction with Legacy and Legend: The History and 
Mythology of Basketball in Indiana

Mariah Pol is an Associate Instructor and Doctoral Candidate in Curriculum and 
Instruction at Indiana University. Her research focuses on social studies, teacher 
education and global education.  She currently teaches courses in Social Studies 
Methods and Teaching for a Pluralistic Society. Mariah has contributed as a curriculum 
writer for various organizations, including the Indiana Historical Society, where 
she wrote lesson plans to accompany Hoosier Latinos: A Century of Struggle, Service, 
and Success and Asian Experiences in Indiana. Prior to entering academia, she was an 
award-winning social studies educator in northwest Indiana. Her accolades include 11 
domestic and international teaching fellowships, the 2019 Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History Indiana History Teacher of the Year, and the 2020 Caleb Mills 
Indiana History Teacher of the Year award from the Indiana Historical Society.



4

Contents

Introduction 5

Lesson Plan Components 5

Inquiry Standards 6

Lesson 1: Basketball as Business in Indiana 8

Lesson 2:  Basketball and Religious Tensions in Indiana 11

Lesson 3:  Crispus Attucks High School Basketball 22

Lesson 4: Women and Basketball 28

Additional Information and References 36



5

While there are many things we may associate with be-
ing “Hoosier,” there is one sport that reigns supreme: 
basketball. Indiana’s history with basketball began in 
the late 1890s, swiftly capturing the hearts and minds 
of Hoosiers of all ages. Indiana schools, both at the 
high school and collegiate level, became enamored 
with the sport. High school and college teams brought 
in large crowds of spectators to fill their new arenas. 
Smaller rural school teams beat sports giants, causing 
Hoosier hearts to swell with community pride. Basket-
ball is intrinsically linked with Indiana. It has affected 
industry, culture, civil rights, business, religion and 
more. Through basketball, Hoosiers have explored and 
settled differences, highlighted their commonalities, 
and celebrated through love of the game. 

Legacy and Legend: The History and Mythology of 
Basketball in Indiana is a landmark work that takes 
readers through Indiana’s rich history with the sport. 
It demonstrates the depth to which Indiana and 
basketball are linked and showcases how basketball 
has influenced the state’s culture. 

Our students can struggle to connect to history. 
Sports history provides a unique opportunity to 
demonstrate the interconnected nature of academic 

disciplines to daily life and encourages students to 
consider their own connections to their hobbies and 
passions through historic lenses. Created for high 
school educators teaching Indiana Studies, these 
lesson plans dive into such themes as business, 
identity, economics, civil rights and more. Through 
a series of four lesson plans guided by compelling 
questions, Indiana Studies educators will be guided 
on making connections between history and Indiana’s 
quintessential sport. Students will be prompted to 
complete primary and secondary source analysis, 
explore oral histories, and consider the role of 
basketball in shaping and responding to Indiana’s 
story. Educators are encouraged to use Legacy and 
Legend: The History and Mythology of Basketball 
in Indiana to supplement their own contextual 
knowledge of basketball’s influence in Indiana. 

Accompanying this set of lesson plans is a list of 
resources that can be used in additional lessons or 
for educators to further their own exploration of the 
influence of basketball in Indiana and beyond. 

Each lesson plan contains the following elements:

 -  Compelling Question –This question will set 
the stage for the lesson and guide the inquiry.

 -  Staging the Compelling Question –This 
section will assist educators in preparing their 
students to begin exploring content and inquiry 
related to the Compelling Question.

 -  Lesson Overview –This summary will provide 
an overview of the lesson for educators, 
including length of time required to complete 
the lesson, expected outcomes of the lesson, 
overview of content, and activities involved.

 -  Materials – This is a list of materials that 
students may need to complete the lesson.

 -  Procedures – These step-by-step instructions 
will guide educators through teaching the 
lesson.

 -  Supplementary Materials –These materials 
can include graphic organizers, worksheets, 
and additional information that is helpful in 
completing the lesson.

Introduction

Lesson Plan Components

Bethany Hrachovec,
Director of Education

and Engagement
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Lesson 1: Basketball as Business 
in Indiana

Indiana Studies:
• IS.5.6 Identify and examine the impact that 

sports have had on the state of Indiana.  
• IS.5.12 Identify and examine the impact of 

Indiana on the entertainment industry.

Lesson 2: Basketball and 
Religious Tensions in Indiana

Indiana Studies:
• IS. 1.18 Identify areas of social tension 

such as the Red Scare, Prohibition, Religious 
Fundamentalism, the KKK, New Morality, and 
the New Woman and explain their consequences 
in the post–WWI era as it pertains to Indiana.  

• IS.1.34 Conduct historical research that 
incorporates information literacy skills such 
as forming appropriate research questions, 
evaluating information by determining its 
accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness, 
interpreting a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, and presenting their findings with 
documentation.  

• IS.1.35 Locate and analyze primary sources and 
secondary sources related to an event or issue 
of the past. Discover possible limitations in 
various kinds of historical evidence and differing 
secondary opinions. 

• IS.5.6 Identify and examine the impact that 
sports have had on the state of Indiana.  

Ethnic Studies:
• ES.4.2 Students investigate how ethnic or 

racial group(s) and society address systematic 
oppressions through social movements, local, 
community, national, global advocacy, and 
individual champions.

Lesson 3: Crispus Attucks High 
School Basketball

Indiana Studies:
• IS.1.26 Summarize and assess the various 

actions which characterized the early struggle 
for civil rights and racial equality in Indiana.  

• IS.1.34 Conduct historical research that 
incorporates information literacy skills such 
as forming appropriate research questions, 
evaluating information by determining its 
accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness, 
interpreting a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, and presenting their findings with 
documentation.  

• IS.1.35 Locate and analyze primary sources and 
secondary sources related to an event or issue 
of the past. Discover possible limitations in 
various kinds of historical evidence and differing 
secondary opinions. 

• IS.5.6 Identify and examine the impact that 
sports have had on the state of Indiana.  

• IS.5.12 Identify and examine the impact of 
Indiana on the entertainment industry. 

U.S. History:
• USH.7.1 Explain the efforts of groups of 

African Americans, Native Americans, Hispanic 
Americans, and women to assert their social and 
civic rights in the years following World War II. (E) 

Ethnic Studies:
• ES.1.3 Students evaluate how society’s 

responses to different social identities lead 
to access and/or barriers for ethnic and 
racial groups in relation to various societal 
institutions, including but not limited to 
education, healthcare, government, and 
industry.

Inquiry Standards
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Lesson 4: Women and Basketball

Indiana Studies:
• IS.1.34 Conduct historical research that 

incorporates information literacy skills such 
as forming appropriate research questions, 
evaluating information by determining its 
accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness, 
interpreting a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, and presenting their findings with 
documentation.  

• IS.1.35 Locate and analyze primary sources and 
secondary sources related to an event or issue 
of the past. Discover possible limitations in 
various kinds of historical evidence and differing 
secondary opinions. 

• IS.5.6 Identify and examine the impact that 
sports have had on the state of Indiana.  

• IS.5.12 Identify and examine the impact of 
Indiana on the entertainment industry. 

U.S. History
• USH.7.1 Explain the efforts of groups of 

African Americans, Native Americans, Hispanic 
Americans, and women to assert their social and 
civic rights in the years following World War II. (E)
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Compelling Question 

How has basketball influenced Indiana’s economy and 
vice versa?

Staging the Compelling Question

Ask students to think about their favorite hobbies and 
interests. Encourage them to brainstorm innovations 
that have made these activities more accessible or 
enjoyable. 

Lesson Overview

This inquiry-based lesson is designed for one class 
period and encourages students to explore the 
mutual influence between Indiana and basketball. 
Students will explore the compelling question: “How 
has basketball influenced Indiana’s economy and vice 
versa?” By examining this question, students will 
analyze significant innovations with Indiana roots, 
such as Chuck Taylor Converse shoes, electronic 
scoreboards, glass backboards, and commercial radio. 
This lesson also connects to contemporary topics, 
highlighting how Indiana benefits from such events 
as hosting the 2024 National Basketball Association’s 
All-Star Game, the recruitment of star athletes, and 
how these contribute to the economy of the state.
During this lesson, students will engage with a variety 
of secondary sources, including videos, blogs, and 
newspaper articles. Working in small groups, they 
will gather key information about each innovation, 
focusing on the date and location of its introduction, 
its contribution to basketball, and its impact on 
Indiana’s economy. The lesson will conclude with a 
discussion in which students reflect on what they have 
learned about the historical and current relationship 
between basketball and Indiana in the context of the 
compelling question.  

Materials

Device to access the Internet, pencil/pen, paper

Procedures
1. Introduce the lesson by asking students to 

think about their favorite hobbies and interests. 
Have them brainstorm and share innovations 
that make these activities more accessible or 
enjoyable. 

2. Introduce today’s compelling question: “How 
has basketball influenced Indiana’s economy and 
vice versa?” Inform students that today they 
will be examining how various innovations from 
Indiana have impacted the sport of basketball. 

3. Distribute the Basketball Innovations graphic 
organizer to students. Direct them to access   
the links provided on the handout. Students 
should read the webpages and interact with 
multimedia content to complete the columns in 
the graphic organizer. The teacher can lead the 
first row. Subsequent rows should be completed 
by students working in small groups. Students 
will be exploring:

a. Journey Indiana – All Star: The Chuck 
Taylor Story

b. Hidden Gyms
c. Win-Win: The Mutual Ascent of 

Basketball and Radio
d. The Origins of Glass Backboards in 

Basketball
4. After completing the graphic organizer, students 

will read two contemporary articles that discuss 
basketball’s influence on Indiana’s economy. 
Instruct students to take notes on how 
basketball contributes to the economy. Students 
will be exploring:

e. How 2024 NBA All-Star is a triple double 
for Indianapolis’ economy

f. The “Caitlin Clark” effect is expected to 
boost Indy’s economy

5. After students have completed the readings, 
revisit the compelling question with the class: 
“How has basketball influenced Indiana’s 
economy and vice versa?” Encourage a whole-
class discussion where students use evidence 
and insights from today’s lesson to support 
their responses.

Lesson 1: Basketball as Business in Indiana

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE
https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://www.wrtv.com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-boost-indys-economy
https://www.wrtv.com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-boost-indys-economy
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE
https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g
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https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g
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Lesson 2:  Basketball and Religious Tensions 
in Indiana

Compelling Question

How did basketball in Indiana reflect the broader 
religious tensions in society?

Staging the Compelling Question

Ask students to think-pair-share their thoughts on 
the following quote by David Anspaugh, the director 
of the basketball movie Hoosiers: “[Basketball] it is 
a religion, it’s how communities and schools define 
themselves.”

Lesson Overview

This inquiry-based lesson is designed for one class 
period and invites students to investigate the 
intersection between religious tensions and basketball 
in Indiana. It can build on previous lessons about 
immigration, religious tensions, and nativism in the 
United States or be used as a stand-alone lesson. 
Students will examine the compelling question, “How 
did basketball in Indiana reflect broader religious 
tensions in society?” Through this inquiry, they will 
analyze how the Ku Klux Klan utilized athletics to 
promote its ideology and its impact on Catholic sports 
teams, such as the University of Notre Dame. The 
lesson will draw connections to the use of sports as 
political propaganda in more recent history. 

Students will engage with various primary and 
secondary sources, including an excerpt from the 
book Legacy and Legend: The Mythology of Basketball 
in Indiana, political cartoons, oral history interviews, 
and newspaper articles. In small groups, each student 
will be responsible for analyzing a specific source to 
contribute to a class discussion on the compelling 
question. This activity will develop their historical 
thinking skills as they critically analyze both primary 
and secondary sources. The lesson concludes with an 
optional activity in which students examine a more 
recent news article about hate speech directed at a 

Catholic high school in Indiana in 2016. They will 
compare these contemporary events to the historical 
trends they explored earlier in the lesson. This 
comparison will help students understand the ongoing 
impact of religious and societal tensions within the 
realm of sports.

Materials

Device to access the Internet, pencil/pen, paper

Procedures

1. To introduce the lesson, ask students to think-
pair-share their thoughts on the following 
quote by David Anspaugh, the director of 
Hoosiers: “[Basketball] it is a religion, it’s how 
communities and schools define themselves.” 
Have students discuss whether they agree 
or disagree with the quote and explain their 
reasoning.

2. Present the compelling question: How did 
basketball in Indiana reflect broader religious 
tensions in society?

3. Ask students to share about what they may 
know from previous lessons about religious 
tensions, nativism, and the history of 
immigration in the United States. This will help 
connect their prior knowledge to today’s topic.

4. Distribute and have students read an excerpt 
from page 52 of Legacy and Legend: The History 
and Mythology of Basketball in Indiana, which 
discusses the development of Notre Dame’s 
basketball team. Alternatively, you can read the 
excerpt together as a class. After reading, ask 
students to share what stood out to them and 
any questions they have about the excerpt.

5. Explain that today’s lesson will involve 
investigating primary and secondary sources 
to understand why Notre Dame had difficulty 
recruiting Indiana basketball players and to 
explore the relationship between religion and 
basketball in Indiana.
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6. Show the video “Notre Dame vs. the Ku Klux 
Klan” to students. As they watch, instruct 
students to use a separate sheet of paper to 
record: three facts they did not know before 
watching the video, two questions they have 
while watching the video, and one memorable 
moment from the video. After viewing, divide 
students into small groups of four and have 
them share their reflections with each other.

7. Keep students in their small groups of four. 
Distribute the collection of sources related to 
the Ku Klux Klan, religion, and basketball in 
Indiana along with their associated graphic 
organizer. Assign each student in the group one 
of the following sources to analyze:

a. Juniors will honor memory of 
Washington - use Analyzing 
Newspapers Graphic Organizer

b. This Tree Must Come Down - use 
Analyzing Political Cartoons Graphic 
Organizer

c. Interview with Max Lorber - use 
Analyzing Oral Histories Graphic 
Organizer

d. The Indiana basketball mecca you’ve 
never heard of - use Analyzing 
Secondary Sources Graphic 
Organizer

8. As students analyze their sources, they 
should record their observations, inferences, 
and questions on the Graphic Organizer 
corresponding to their source.

9. After completing their individual analyses, 
students should share their sources and insights 
within their small groups. In their groups, 
they should discuss how each source’s context 
complements, extends, or challenges the others. 
They should take notes on these interactions.

10. Conclude the lesson with a whole-class 
discussion revisiting the compelling question: 
“How did basketball in Indiana reflect broader 
religious tensions in society?” Encourage 
students to use evidence from their analyses 
and the lesson to support their answers.

11. For an extension activity, students can research 
how sports have been used to promote hatred 
of religious, racial, and ethnic groups in more 
recent times. Have them compare these events 
to the historical examples of the Klan and 
basketball in Indiana. For example, they could 
examine the following 2016 incident in Indiana:

a. “Bishop Slams Donald Trump Sign, 
Taunts at High School Basketball Game”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7O3tefdW2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7O3tefdW2M
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--txt-txIN-basketball------
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--txt-txIN-basketball------
https://picryl.com/media/klantreerome-06946d
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/p16797coll18/id/4307/rec/5
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-never-heard/96152202/
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-never-heard/96152202/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-basketball-game-n529216
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-basketball-game-n529216
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Newlin, J. R. (2023). Legacy and Legend: The History and Mythology of Basketball 
in Indiana (pp. 52). Indiana Historical Society Press. 

“Meanwhile, in Northern Indiana, established football power Notre Dame was 
also building a basketball resume. But the national Catholic university outside 
of South Bend, founded by Father Edward Sorin in 1842, has never been fully 
embraced by Protestant Indiana, with or without recruiting Hoosier schoolboys 
to play for their teams. Instead, Notre Dame recruited from the Catholic high 
schools around New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago.

All through the 1920s and 1930s, Minnesotan George Keogan coached the 
Notre Dame basketball team, winning 327 games. He served as an assistant 
football coach under the famous Knute Rockne and his basketball recruits 
included future Hall of Famer Ray Meyer, who later led DePaul University to 
724 wins, as well as dual-sports star Moose Krause, who became a legendary 
Notre Dame athletic director. But very few Indiana high school products were 
ever recruited by Notre Dame. Clement Crowe from Lafayette Jeff (1922), Paul 
Nowak from South Bend Central (1932), and Mark Ertel from Tipton (1936) 
were among the few Hoosiers to matriculate in South Bend.”

Excerpt from Legacy and Legend: The History 
and Mythology of Basketball in Indiana, pg. 52
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“Klantreerome-Drawing. Public Domain Mage.” Picryl. GetArchive,  
https://picryl.com/media/klantreerome-06946d.

White, Alma. “The Ku Klux Klan in Prophecy.” HathiTrust. Accessed August 27, 2024.  
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822004645693&seq=108.
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Compelling Question

How did the Crispus Attucks High School basketball 
team highlight the culture and traditions of Indiana 
during the 1950s?

Staging the Compelling Question

To assess prior knowledge, ask students to think-pair-
share to the following questions: 

• What role do you think sports play in society? 
Explain your answer. 

• Can sports bring a country together? Can sports 
cause division within a country? Explain your 
answer. 

• Should sports play a significant role in society? 
Why or why not?

Lesson Overview

This inquiry-based lesson is designed for one class 
period and invites students to investigate the 
experiences of the Crispus Attucks High School 
basketball team in Indianapolis. This lesson can 
serve as an extension of previous lessons of 
segregation, education, and the fight for civil rights 
and racial equality in the United States, with a 
particular focus on Indiana. Students will examine 
the compelling question “How did the Crispus 
Attucks High School basketball team highlight 
the culture and traditions of Indiana during the 

Lesson 3:  Crispus Attucks  
High School Basketball

1950s?” This inquiry will help students analyze how 
multiple segments of Indiana’s culture was both 
discriminatory and evolving during this period, 
highlighting the opportunities and challenges faced 
by the team and the broader Black community. 

Students will watch Part III of the documentary 
Attucks: The School That Opened a City. While 
watching the documentary, they will complete a 
3-2-1 graphic organizer to record key information, 
questions, and enduring memories from the film. This 
organizer will later be used to facilitate small group 
discussions about the film’s content, encouraging 
students to reflect on the historical context and 
significance of the Crispus Attucks team. Following 
the documentary, students will engage in a formative 
performance task by researching the experiences 
of key figures from the Crispus Attucks basketball 
team, including Coach Ray Crowe, Bill Garrett, Oscar 
Robertson and Hallie Bryant. They will use historical 
thinking skills to locate and analyze primary and 
secondary sources. Based on their research, students 
will create a Sports Trading Card Infographic. The 
lesson concludes with students presenting their 
infographics to each other, sharing insights and 
taking notes on other notable Black individuals 
discussed in their classmates’ presentations. Lastly, 
students will engage in a class-wide discussion on the 
compelling question that will provide an opportunity 
to explore broader themes including the role of sports 
and entertainment in addressing and advancing social 
issues, such as racial equity.
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Materials

Device to access the Internet, pencil/pen, paper

Procedures

1. To introduce the lesson and assess prior 
knowledge, ask students to think-pair-share the 
following questions. 

a. What role do you think sports play in 
society? Explain your answer.

b. Can sports bring a country together? 
Can sports cause division with a 
country? Explain your answer. 

c. Should sports play a significant role in 
society? Why or why not?

2. Inform students that today’s lesson will focus 
on the 1955 State Championship basketball 
team from Crispus Attucks High School in 
Indianapolis. They will explore the experiences 
of Black athletes in Indiana during segregation, 
how they overcame challenges, and their 
contributions to basketball. 

3. Share today’s compelling question with 
students: How did the Crispus Attucks High 
School basketball team highlight culture and 
traditions of Indiana during the 1950s?

4. Have students watch Part III of the 
documentary “Attucks: The School That Opened 
A City” (47:29-1:14:00) on YouTube. As they 
watch, instruct them to complete the 3-2-1 
Graphic Organizer where they will: list 3 new 
facts they learned, write 2 questions they have, 
and note 1 memorable moment from the video.

5. After the documentary, students should share 
their 3-2-1 Graphic Organizers in small 
groups of four. This sharing will help them 
reflect on the key takeaways and raise further 
discussion points.

6. Within their small groups, assign each student 
a different individual from the Crispus Attucks 
High School basketball team: Oscar Robertson, 
Bill Garrett, Ray Crowe, or Hallie Bryant. Each 
student will independently create a Sports 
Trading Card Infographic for their assigned 
person. Encourage students to use creative 
software like Google Slides, PowerPoint, Canva, 
etc. to design their infographic. The infographic 
should include: 

a. the person’s name and teams they played 
for

b. their contributions to the sport
c. the challenges they faced in their career
d. A bibliography with references students 

used
7. After creating their Sports Trading Card 

Infographic, students should share their work 
within their small groups. As they listen to 
each presentation, have the students record 
information in the Basketball Players 
Scorecard handout. 

8. Conclude the lesson with a whole-class 
discussion revisiting today’s compelling 
question: “How did the Crispus Attucks High 
School basketball team highlight culture and 
traditions of Indiana during the 1950s?” 
Encourage students to use evidence from the 
documentary, their graphic organizers, and 
the infographics they created to support their 
answers.

9. Prompt them to connect the historical context 
to the present day by discussing how athletes 
today raise awareness about social causes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no3aHV2-28U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no3aHV2-28U
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Period:Name: Date:

3-2-1 Graphic Organizer
Directions: Watch Part III (47:29-1:14:00) of Attucks: The School That Opened a City, a documentary that can be 
found on YouTube. As you watch the video clip, complete the prompts below in the chart. After recording your 
notes, share your ideas with your small group.

List 3 facts you did not know about basketball or racism in Indiana that you learned from this clip.

1.

2.

3.

https://youtu.be/no3aHV2-28U?si=KLS48O_yTp-_2GUn&t=2849
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Period:Name: Date:

Create 2 questions you have after watching the video clip.

1.

2.

Describe 1 moment you will remember from the video clip. Why did it make an impression on you?
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Period:Name: Date:

Sports Trading Card Infographic
Directions: In a group of four, each group member will research one of the following basketball players: Oscar 
Robertson, Bill Garrett, Ray Crowe or Hallie Bryant. Use your device to research your basketball player, taking 
notes as you go. Then, create a trading card about your player! You can use software such as Google Slides, 
PowerPoint or Canva, or create a physical trading card using crafting materials. Don’t forget to track your 
sources, as you will need to include the following information in your finished design: player name, team(s) 
played for, contributions to basketball, challenges faced in their career, bibliography of references used.

Player Name:

Team(s) played for:

Position(s) played:

Contributions the player made to basketball:

Challenges the player faced in their career:

Sources used:
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Compelling Question

Have conditions improved for female basketball 
players in Indiana?

Staging the Compelling Question

To assess prior knowledge, ask students the following 
questions: Do you play sports at school or in your 
community? How often do you think about your 
gender identity when playing sports? Is your team 
integrated or separated based on gender? How 
important is gender separation or integration to you 
when you play sports? Why?  

Lesson Overview

This inquiry-based lesson is designed for one class 
period and invites students to investigate the 
history of women’s basketball and contemporary 
issues around the topic in Indiana. By examining 
the compelling question, “Have conditions improved 
for female basketball players in Indiana?” students 
will compare the experiences of women in the sport 
both historically and in the present. The lesson will 
highlight both the opportunities and challenges faced 
by female athletes. 
Students will participate in two key activities: a Big 
Paper Silent Discussion and a Connect, Extend, 
Challenge exercise. These formative performance tasks 
are designed to help students answer the supporting 
questions: “What were the early days of women’s 
basketball like in Indiana?” and “How has gender and 
sports evolved in Indiana since the passing of Title 
IX?” Through these activities, students will utilize 
historical thinking skills to analyze primary sources. 
The insights gained from these tasks will culminate in 
an in-class summative discussion, where students will 
reflect on the compelling question.

Materials

Device to access the Internet, pencil/pen, paper, 
printout of primary sources, poster paper, and markers  

Procedures

1. Begin the lesson by asking students to think-
pair-share to the following questions: 

a. Do you play sports at school or in your 
community? 

b. How often do you think about your 
gender identity when playing sports? 

c. Is your team integrated or separated 
based on gender? 

d. How important is gender separation or 
integration to you when you play sports? 
Why? 

2. Inform students that today’s lesson will explore 
the history of women’s basketball in Indiana. 
They will learn how women became involved 
in the sport, the challenges they faced, their 
contributions to basketball, and their influence 
on the present. 

3. Share with students’ today’s compelling 
question: Have conditions improved for female 
basketball players in Indiana?

4. Divide students into five groups for a Big Paper 
Silent Discussion activity. Explain that this 
task aims to answer the supporting question, 
“What were the early days of women’s basketball 
like in Indiana?” Assign each group a primary 
source attached to a large sheet of poster paper 
placed around the classroom. Have markers 
available for each student. Have students 
verbally discuss their assigned source and write 
about their group’s Big Paper for five minutes. 
Students can write or draw anywhere on their 
paper. However, their notes should be centered 
on observations, inferences, reflections, and 
questions they have about the primary source 
attached to their Big Paper. Each Big Paper will 
have one of the following sources attached:
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a. 1929 Snowball Hall of Champions, 
Digital Sports History Collection, 
Wabash County Museum 

b. (1930, February 16) South Bend 
news-times, “Pretty Fair” Library of 
Congress. 

c. (1929, March 17) South Bend news-
times, “Hoosier Girl is Secord in World 
Basket Standings.” Library of Congress.

d. (1925, March 25) The Indianapolis 
times, “Hottentot Net Stars.” Library of 
Congress.

e. (1925, March 19) The Indianapolis 
times, “Hottentot Challenge.” Library of 
Congress. 

5. Have students conduct a silent gallery walk, 
with them walking around the classroom for 
ten minutes to read and comment on other 
groups’ Big Papers. Their comments can include 
responses to the original group’s observations, 
inferences, reflections, and questions, or their 
comments could prompt new ideas. 

6. Following the silent gallery walk, have students 
return to their original group’s Big Paper 
and engage in a verbal discussion about the 
comments left by others. 

7. Afterward, as a class, debrief the following 
questions: What did these sources show us 
about the culture of women’s basketball in 
Indiana? What challenges did female basketball 
players face?

8. Inform students that they will now explore how 
gender and sports have evolved in Indiana since 
the passing of Title IX. Watch the video, “50 
Years of Title IX: The Impact on Women’s Sports 
| Women’s History Month” on YouTube.

9. After watching the video, discuss the following 
questions as a class:

a. How do the experiences of women in 
basketball from the primary sources 
compare to those after Title IX? 

b. What led to the enactment of Title IX? 
c. What is the purpose of Title IX, and who 

does it protect?
d. What is the focus of Title IX today?

10. Distribute the Connect, Extend, Challenge 
Handout. Assign each student one of the 
following sources about women’s basketball in 
Indiana after Title IX. They should use the graphic 
organizer to analyze their assigned source. 

a. Pioneer for Indiana high school girls 
sports, Patricia Roy, dies at 78. IndyStar. 
Kyle Neddenriep. May, 24, 2017. 

b. Judi Warren reflects on the early days of 
women’s basketball in Indiana. 

c. Like It Is, September 9, 1979. (Listen 
from 30.28 to 35.37) 

d. Caitlin Clark salary highlights huge 
gender pay disparity in US basketball. 
Thom Gibbs. May 14, 2024. 

11. Have students Turn & Talk with another 
classmate who analyzed a different source. They 
should share their findings and take notes on 
what their classmates say. Encourage them to do 
this with at least two other classmates. 

12. Conclude the lesson with a class discussion 
revisiting the compelling question “Have 
conditions improved for female basketball 
players in Indiana?” Encourage students to 
use evidence from the lesson to support their 
answers, linking historical and contemporary 
examples.

https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-4D1E-9044-881030488236
https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-4D1E-9044-881030488236
https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-4D1E-9044-881030488236
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1930-02-16/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1930-02-16/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1930-02-16/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1929-03-17/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1929-03-17/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn87055779/1929-03-17/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-25/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-25/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-25/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-19/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-19/ed-1/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-19/ed-1/
https://youtu.be/LKH3MptKF0E
https://youtu.be/LKH3MptKF0E
https://youtu.be/LKH3MptKF0E
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/high-school/2017/05/24/pioneer-indiana-high-school-girls-sports-patricia-roy-dies-78/343375001/
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/high-school/2017/05/24/pioneer-indiana-high-school-girls-sports-patricia-roy-dies-78/343375001/
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/high-school/2017/05/24/pioneer-indiana-high-school-girls-sports-patricia-roy-dies-78/343375001/
https://www.foxsports.com/watch/906122307748
https://www.foxsports.com/watch/906122307748
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/WTLC/id/166/rec/18
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/WTLC/id/166/rec/18
https://sports.yahoo.com/caitlin-clark-salary-highlights-huge-101400288.html?guccounter=1
https://sports.yahoo.com/caitlin-clark-salary-highlights-huge-101400288.html?guccounter=1
https://sports.yahoo.com/caitlin-clark-salary-highlights-huge-101400288.html?guccounter=1
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Period:Name: Date:

Connect, Extend, Challenge Chart
Source: 

Directions: Review your assigned source. Then, write down your notes about the following in the corresponding 
sections of the pie chart:

• How does this source connect to something you know about?
• What new ideas do you have that extended your thinking after reviewing the source?
• What was challenging or confusing about the source? What do you wonder about?

Connect Extend

Challenge
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“1929 Snowballs Hall of Champions.” Wabash County Museum Educate. Explore. Engage. Wabash 
County Museum, https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-

4D1E-9044-881030488236.

https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-4D1E-9044-881030488236
https://wabashmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo/BA418DCD-31E4-4D1E-9044-881030488236
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“South Bend News-Times (South Bend, Ind.), February 16, 1930.”  Library of Congress, February 16, 
1930. https://doi.org/https://lccn.loc.gov/sn87055779.

https://doi.org/https://lccn.loc.gov/sn87055779
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“South Bend News-imes (South Bend, Ind.), March 17, 1929.” Library of Congress, March 17, 1929.  
https://doi.org/https://lccn.loc.gov/sn87055779.

https://doi.org/https://lccn.loc.gov/sn87055779
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“The Indianapolis Times (Indianapolis [Ind.]), March 25, 1925, (Home Edition).” Library of Congress,  
March 25, 1925. https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-25/ed-1/.

https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-25/ed-1/


36

“The Indianapolis Times (Indianapolis [Ind.]), March 19, 1925, (Home Edition).” Library of Congress,  
March 19, 1925. https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-19/ed-1/.

https://www.loc.gov/item/sn82015313/1925-03-19/ed-1/
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Lesson 1

Hunziker, Heath, Jaryt Hunziker, and Gary Hunziker. 
“Keeping Score of Wingate.” Hidden Gyms. Blogger, 
December 30, 2011. https://doi.org/https://
hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-
wingate.html.

“Journey Indiana - All Star: The Chuck Taylor Story.” 
Journey Indiana. March 23, 2021. Video, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE.

Parham, Noral. “How 2024 NBA All-Star Is a 
Triple-double for Indianapolis’ Economy.” Indiana 
Minority Business Magazine. Indianapolis 
City Magazine, February 23, 2024. https://
indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/
city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-
indianapolis/.

“The Origin of Glass Backboards in Basketball.” 
Indiana University Foundation. May 23, 2018. Video, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g.

The Staff of the Indiana Magazine of History. “Win-
Win: The Mutual Ascent Of Basketball And Radio.” 
Indiana Public Media, June 24, 2013. https://
indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/
winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/.

Wilkerson, Rachael. “The ‘Caitlin Clark’ Effect 
Is Expected to Boost Indy’s Economy.” WRTV 
Indianapolis. ABC, April 12, 2024. https://www.wrtv.
com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-
boost-indys-economy.

Lesson 2

Federico-O’Murchu, Sean. “Bishop Slams Donald 
Trump Sign, Taunts at High School Basketball 
Game.” NBC News. 2024 NBC Universal, March 1, 
2016. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/
bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-
basketball-game-n529216.

Higgins, Will. “The Indiana Basketball Mecca You’ve 
Never Heard Of.” IndyStar. USA Today Network, 
March 3, 2017. https://www.indystar.com/story/
sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-
never-heard/96152202/.

Interview with Max Lorber, Columbia City, Indiana, 
February 19, 1974, Indiana Jewish Historical Society 
Collection of the Indiana Historical Society, M0743, 
Box 50, Folder 19. Accessed via the Indiana Historical 
Society Digital Collection, September 2024. https://
images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/
p16797coll18/id/4303/rec/1

“Notre Dame Vs. the Ku Klux Klan.” Journey Indiana. 
January 25, 2018. Video, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=q7O3tefdW2M.

“Klantreerome-Drawing. Public Domain Mage.” Picryl. 
GetArchive, https://picryl.com/media/klantreerome-
06946d.      

“Unity League’s Name Is Involved in Klavern 
Theft.” The Fiery Cross (Indianapolis), 
February 6, 1925. https://newspapers.library.
in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--
txt-txIN-basketball------.

White, Alma. “The Ku Klux Klan in Prophecy.” 
HathiTrust. Accessed August 27, 2024. https://babel.
hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822004645693&s
eq=108.

Lesson 3

“Attucks: The School That Opened A City.” WFYI. 
February 8, 2024. Video,  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=no3aHV2-28U.

Lesson 4

“50 Years of Title IX: The Impact on Women’s Sports 
| Women’s History Month.” Sporting News. March 1, 
2022. Video, https://youtu.be/LKH3MptKF0E.

Additional Information and References

https://doi.org/https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://doi.org/https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://doi.org/https://hiddengyms.blogspot.com/2011/12/keeping-score-of-wingate.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6YWwM_KZGE
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://indianaminoritybusinessmagazine.com/departments/city-close-up/nba-all-star-economic-impact-on-indianapolis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZn-U5WKa-g
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/momentofindianahistory/winwin-mutual-ascent-basketball-radio/
https://www.wrtv.com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-boost-indys-economy
https://www.wrtv.com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-boost-indys-economy
https://www.wrtv.com/sports/the-caitlin-clark-effect-is-expected-to-boost-indys-economy
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-basketball-game-n529216
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-basketball-game-n529216
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bishop-slams-donald-trump-sign-taunts-high-school-basketball-game-n529216
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-never-heard/96152202/
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-never-heard/96152202/
https://www.indystar.com/story/sports/2017/03/03/indiana-basketball-mecca-youve-never-heard/96152202/
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/p16797coll18/id/4303/rec/1
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/p16797coll18/id/4303/rec/1
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/collection/p16797coll18/id/4303/rec/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7O3tefdW2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7O3tefdW2M
https://picryl.com/media/klantreerome-06946d
https://picryl.com/media/klantreerome-06946d
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--txt-txIN-basketball------
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--txt-txIN-basketball------
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/?a=d&d=FC19250206&e=-------en-20-FC-1--txt-txIN-basketball------
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822004645693&seq=108
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822004645693&seq=108
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.31822004645693&seq=108
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no3aHV2-28U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no3aHV2-28U
https://youtu.be/LKH3MptKF0E
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