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The Indiana 
County Historian Program

Training Module # 3: 

Primary and Secondary Source Analysis

Indiana Historical Bureau

• Finding and Evaluating Sources 

• Making Your County History Relevant to All Hoosiers

• Dr. Michella Marino, Deputy Director

• Jill Weiss Simins, Historian
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“Drawing of George Washington as Surveyor” in “Surveyor’s Compass” in 

Andrew G. Gardner, “How Did Washington Make His Millions?” Colonial 

Williamsburg Journal (Winter 2013) accessed 

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter13/washington.cfm

Story: Buckingham’s Baseline

Story: Buckingham’s Baseline
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http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter13/washington.cfm
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Story: Buckingham’s Baseline

Source: Indiana Archives and Records Administration

https://www.in.gov/iara/3197.htm

https://www.in.gov/iara/

• Land 

records

• Surveyor 

field notes
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Source: National Archives

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45273715

https://catalog.archives.gov/

Digitized 

surveyor field 

notes –

Including 

Indiana

Source: HathiTrust
https://www.hathitrust.org/
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Story: Land Survey to Spread Democracy

“Jefferson” engraving by William Holl, The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Print 

Collection, New York Public Library Digital Collections; Survey Map (left)accessed Elkhart County 

Surveyor, http://elkcosurveyor.org/history/; Aerial View of Indiana (right) accessed Indiana Public Media,

Source: American Memory, Library of Congress

1784 and 1785 

Land Ordinances

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/m

dbnote.html
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http://elkcosurveyor.org/history/
http://indianapublicmedia.org/eartheats/projected-yields-fall-short-feeding-world-2050/
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Story: American Indian Perspective

Battle of Fallen Timbers,” engraving, 

1846, in John Frost. Pictorial History 

of the United States, accessed 

http://ushistoryimages.com/sources.sh

tm#F
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Story: American Indian Perspective

Detail of “Painting of 

Indian Treaty of 

Greenville,” oil on 

canvas, 1795, Chicago 

History Museum, 

accessed 

http://digitalcollection.c

hicagohistory.org/cdm/r

ef/collection/p16029coll

3/id/1660

Source: National Archives

https://catalog.ar

chives.gov/id/29

9800

https://catalog.archives.gov/
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http://digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16029coll3/id/1660
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Source: National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/treaties

Source: American Memory, Library of Congress

1784 and 1785 

Land Ordinances

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/m

dbnote.html

RE-EXAMINING SOURCES
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Sources: Oral Histories and Community Partners

http://www.miamiindians.org/

Conclusion of story 1
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Story: Early Black Settlements

Clara Roberts, Alzadia Florence 

Roberts, Lester Roberts,” 

photograph, ca. 1883, accessed 

http://www.robertssettlement.org/h

istorical-photos.html

Source: Free Papers; “Negro Register “
https://indianahistory.org/explore/our-collections/archives/

https://www.in.gov/iara/2489.htm
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https://indianahistory.org/explore/our-collections/archives/
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Sources: Land Records

Library of 

Congress

U.S. Bureau 

of Land 

Management

Source: IUPUI Digital Collections
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/resources/databases

• Historic Indiana Atlases

• Historic Indiana Maps

• Historic Indiana Plat   

Books

• Indiana Historic • Architecture 

Slide   

Collection

• Indiana Historic Sites and 

Structures Inventory

• Theses and dissertations
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Source: Ancestry.com

• Census

• City Directories

• Military Collections

• School Directories

• Immigration Records

• Ship Logs

• Church Records

• Vital Records: birth, 

death, marriage

• Wills

Source: Indiana Documents Leading to Statehood,
Indiana Historical Bureau
https://www.in.gov/history/2451.htm
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Oral Histories & Nontraditional Sources

Story: U.S. Colored Troops

Harper’s Weekly, March 18, 1865. 

Wood Engraving. Colonel Charles 

Fox Leading the 55th 

Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 

into Charleston, S.C. when the City 

Surrenders to Union Forces on 

February 21, 1865 ,” accessed 

Black Past.
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https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/55th-massachusetts-infantry-regiment-1863-1865/
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Source: Military Records (Ancestry; Fold3; Report of Adjutant 
General @ HathiTrust)

Source: Graves

http://eagleproject.homestead.com/Thorntown_colored_cemetery.pdf

Find-A-Grave

SHAARD Database

Death records, Ancestry

Cemetery Records, ISL, local 

libraries

Church Records
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Story: Sugar Creek & Political Power

Thomas Kelly, “The 

Fifteenth Amendment,” 

1870, Library of 

Congress Prints and 

Photographs Division, 

https://www.loc.gov/reso

urce/ppmsca.34808/

Story: Sugar Creek & Political Power

James Sidney 

Hinton, 1880, 

Division of 

Manuscripts and 

Rare Books, Indiana 

State Library.
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.34808/
https://www.in.gov/history/files/web%20Hinton%20Reading%20Rail%20-%20December%209%202013.pdf
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Source: Hoosier State Chronicles, ISL
https://newspapers.library.in.gov/

Over one million pages of Indiana Newspapers

Source: More Newspapers
Chronicling America, Library of 

Congress

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.

gov/
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Source: More Newspapers
Databases with pay walls / accessible via ISL and other libraries

• Newspapers.com

• NewspaperArchive

Conclusion of Story 2
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Primary and Secondary Sources

• Definitions

• Source reliability and evaluation

• Popular vs. Academic

• Just because they are old doesn’t mean they are trustworthy!

• Understanding source context

• Revisionism

Resources at Indiana Historical Society
https://images.indianahistory.org/digital/search

35

36



9/23/2020

19

Resources at the Indiana State Library

https://digitalcollectio

ns.library.in.gov/

ISL Digital Collections

• Indiana Memory

• Hoosier State Chronicles

• Subscription Databases

• Newspapers on microfilm

• When in doubt . . .

Indiana State Library https://www.in.gov/library/ask.htm
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Indiana Historical Bureau, 
Division of the Indiana State Library

Questions?

Indiana Historical Society (IHS)

A private nonprofit organization.

Jeannette Rooney

Assistant Director, Local History Services

(317) 233-8913 | jrooney@indianahistory.org 

Tamara Hemmerlein

Director, Local History Services

(317) 234-0170 | themmerlein@indianahistory.org 

Indiana Historical Bureau (IHB)

Division of the Indiana State Library, a state agency.

Dr. Michella M. Marino

Deputy Director, Indiana Historical Bureau

(317) 233-8940 | mmarino@library.IN.gov
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