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COMMUNIQUE TO RETURN IN JANUARY
Please note: Communique Online will not be published on Dec. 22 or 29. Regular issues

will resume on Jan. 5. Happy holidays!

Updates from Local History Services
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Children Hanging Ornaments, ca. 1960 (Indiana Historical Society, M0513)

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
For a little festive cheer, revisit our Timely Tips: Packing the Holidays short video, where
Tamara and Karen demonstrate how to pack up your decorations (and those ugly sweaters!).

We hope you enjoy the holiday season, and we look forward to seeing you next year!

Around Indiana
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Inland Steel Christmas Event, ca. 1969 (Michaelene Olguin-Rivera, Indiana Historical Society)

NEWS
In June of 2023, Indiana made changes to nonprofit sales tax related forms and processes.
Find the summary of the changes here: Application of Sales Tax to Nonprofit Organizations.
(Indiana Department of Revenue)

A new Indiana state historical marker commemorates Butler University’s Hinkle Fieldhouse.
(Fox 59)

The Town Clock Church in New Albany opened its doors for tours on the history of the
underground railroad at the site. (WLKY)

IN-PERSON EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
PLEASE NOTE: For in-person programs, please check with the hosting organization regarding any COVID-
19 restrictions and/or requirements.

Christmas, Tiffany Style! Holiday Tours
Now-Dec. 30, Elkhart – See Tiffany pieces from the collection and loaned stained glass
pieces from local collectors, along with Christmas decor. (Ruthmere)

Polar Express Party with the Carmel Clay Historical Society
Dec. 15, Carmel – Children ages 2-5 will enjoy readings from the classic holiday tale, snacks,
a craft, and activities. (Carmel Clay Historical Society; event at the Carmel Clay Public
Library)
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Night at the Giese Church
Dec. 16, La Porte – See an amazing miniature mechanical church and learn the history
behind it. (La Porte County Historical Society Museum)

Santa Visits the Barker Mansion
Dec. 16-17, Michigan City – Santa makes his visit in the picture-perfect backdrop, the
Barker Mansion Drawing Room. (Barker Mansion)

Family History Writing Series: Share Your Project
Dec. 16, New Castle – This series of programs will help you find out more about your family
history and then put those stories in writing. (Henry County Historical Society and Museum)

Winter Weekends: Snowman Saturday
Dec. 16, Wabash – Make crafts, watch Christmas movies, play, and meet Olaf! (Wabash
County Museum)

Visit with Santa
Dec. 16, Westfield – Visit with Santa, see the restored log cabin from 1835, and visit the
historical society museum. (Westfield Washington Historical Society & Museum)

Indiana Historical Society Spotlight

VOLUNTEER FOR NATIONAL HISTORY DAY IN INDIANA
The 2024 National History Day in Indiana contests begin around the state in February,
and we are seeking volunteer judges. Learn more and sign up today!

FROM THE BLOG
Merry McGuire Christmas
See a selection of photos taken by McGuire Studio Inc. during the holiday season in
Indianapolis in the 1980s.

The Legacy of Figueroa Printers, Indiana’s First Spanish Language Newspaper
The 1920s in Indiana Harbor (East Chicago) saw the exponential growth of Indiana’s first
Mexican Colony and the establishment of Indiana’s first Spanish language newspaper,
Latino publisher, community library, and the early beginnings of a literary group all housed
under one roof at Figueroa Printers.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nutcracker Vignettes by The Dance Refinery
Dec. 16 – Join The Dance Refinery for special vignette performances of The Nutcracker,
featuring local dancers and your favorite storybook characters.

The Sweet Experience
Dec. 16 – Join Clara and her friends for a morning of sweet treats, holiday crafts, a story
reading, and vignettes from the Nutcracker. 

2023 Festival of Trees
Now-Jan. 6 – Join us as we celebrate the 10th Anniversary of our annual holiday tradition,
Festival of Trees! Presented by The Salvation Army, this year’s winter wonderland
features more than 75 elaborately decorated trees.
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In Memoriam
We were saddened to learn that Howard County Historian Jonathan Russell passed away on
Dec. 7. Jon served as Howard County Historian since 2016, and was very involved in many
local history and historic preservation projects. Jon founded and operated Russell Design,
and was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, Promoting Wildcat Valley,
Kokomo Early History Learning Center, American Legion, and the Howard County Veterans
Memorial Committee. He will be very much missed by the local history community. Read his
obituary here.

What We're Reading This Week
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Donald, Herschel, and Eleanor Miller at Graham Ave. House, 1938 (Indiana Historical Society, P0385)

RESOURCES AND NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Moments that Matter: toward a visitor-centered understanding of belonging in museum
spaces. (AAM)

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSION
Best practices and tips for bilingual exhibition design. (Eriksen Translations)
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AUDIENCE AND COMMUNITY
8 website features every nonprofit needs. (Firespring)

Charting a new course for youth engagement. (Blue Avocado)

FUNDRAISING
5 things smart fundraisers do in December. (Gail Perry Group)

LEADERSHIP & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
How to ask for feedback and increase your self-awareness. (Suzi McAlpine)

NEED A BREAK?
How cinnamon, nutmeg and ginger became the scents of winter holidays. (Fast Company)

The family that gave the world the snow globe. (Atlas Obscura)

Learn how glass Christmas ornaments are made in this fascinating video. (Science Channel
on YouTube)

Learning Opportunities

Mrs. Corean Hawkins, ca. 1953 (Indiana Historical Society, M1225)

FREE WEBINARS & VIRTUAL LEARNING
The Rural Experience in America Program for Teachers
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December 2023-March 2024 – This series of free, professional development opportunities is
designed to support K-12 teachers focusing on the theme of Change and Development in
Rural America. (National Council for History Education)

Have Your Say! Community in the Workplace
Dec. 19 – Join with colleagues across the museum field to hear more about a new series and
contribute your thoughts, ideas and experiences around the challenges you face in your
workplace. (MuseumExpert)

VIRTUAL TRAINING
Creating Preservation-quality Oral Histories
Jan. 9 – Learn about the technical considerations that go into making an oral history
recording preservation-quality. $45. (NEDCC)

Doing History in Polarized Times - Virtual Summit
Feb. 8-9 – This virtual summit will explore recent research, emerging strategies, and case
studies to help history practitioners work more effectively in today’s fractious discourse. $75;
$60 members. (AASLH)

IN-PERSON TRAINING
Applications are due Dec. 31 for the 2024 History Leadership Institute Seminar that will be
held both in-person and virtually throughout next summer. (AASLH)

Indiana Tour Guide Symposium
Jan. 20, Indianapolis – This day-long symposium offers those who give tours an opportunity
to hone their skills and gain new insights. $30 early-bird by Dec. 15. (Indiana Landmarks)

Small Museum Association Annual Conference
Feb, 19-21, Richmond, Va. – Attend sessions on topics ranging from collections and
education to staffing and board issues. $265 early-bird by Jan. 1. (SMA)

Museums Advocacy Day
Feb. 26-27, Washington, D.C. – Unite with museum colleagues and supporters from across
the country as one voice to reaffirm our essential value, collective contributions, and
aspirations while making the critical case for museums directly to Congress. $145; $75 AAM
or AASLH members (AASLH member code AASLHMBR24). (AAM)

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS
AASLH is accepting Session Proposals for the 2024 Annual Conference to be held Sept. 11-
14 in Mobile, Alabama on the theme of “Doing History.” Proposals are due Dec. 20.

The Association of Midwest Museums is accepting Session Proposals for the 2024
Conference to be held July 31-Aug. 3 in Columbus, Ohio. The 2024 theme is “The Way
Forward.” Proposals are due Jan. 19.

Funding Available
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Depew Fountain, 1957 (Indiana Historical Society, P0569)

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES SPOTLIGHT
Indiana Humanities Action Grants
Due Dec. 31 (Rolling deadlines, due the last day of each month) – Grants of up to $3,000
are available to develop and implement responsive and meaningful humanities programming.
(Indiana Humanities)

UPCOMING DEADLINES
Save America's Treasures Grants
Due Dec. 19 (National Park Service)

Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions
Due Jan. 11 (NEH)

National Digital Newspaper Program
Due Jan. 12 (NEH)

Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections Grants
Due Jan. 12 (NEH)
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Wabash River Heritage Corridor Fund
Due Jan. 31 (Indiana DNR-DHPA)

Local & Regional Job Openings

Coley's Cities Service Station, 1942 (Martin Collection, Indiana Historical Society)

LOCAL
The Indiana Historical Society is hiring!
See open positions here.

Black Film Center and Archive Archivist
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Bloomington – The Media School at Indiana University

Executive Director
Indianapolis – Storytelling Arts of Indiana

Manager of Retail Sales & Operations
Indianapolis – Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art

REGIONAL
University Archivist
Evanston, Ill. – Northwestern University Libraries

Manager of Repatriation and Ethical Practices
Urbana, Ill. – Spurlock Museum University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Archivist
Ann Arbor, Mich. – National Archives and Records Administration

Cultural Resource Historian
St. Paul, Minn. – State of Minnesota: MnDOT

PAID INTERNSHIPS
2024 Remote Graduate Research Associates
Remote – Kentucky Historical Society

Orphans Corner
Do you have an item you would like to donate to an Indiana museum or nonprofit? We'll list it
here! Email us at col@indianahistory.org and we'll list it for you!

 

This is a free publication. Anyone may subscribe. 

To submit a news release, email col@indianahistory.org by noon Wednesday for same-week publication.
Some exceptions may apply.

We'd love your input on this e-newsletter! Use this form to give us your feedback.

Local History Services
(317) 232-1882 | localhistoryservices@indianahistory.org
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