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Little boy with a broken paddleball, ca. 1950 (O. James Fox Collection, Indiana Historical Society)

CARING FOR PLASTICS IN MUSEUM COLLECTIONS
Is the doll sticking to her clothes? Is a model aircraft’s white wing discolored from the glue?
Do the 16 mm films smell a bit like vinegar? These effects are the results of complex
chemical processes and pose unique challenges for museums that want to preserve them.
Here are some resources to help.

Plastic – Part of American Life for More Than 150 Years (Collections Advisor, Local History
Services)
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Care and Identification of Objects Made from Plastic (National Park Service Conserve O
Gram)

Looking at Plastics: An Introduction to Caring for Plastics (Connecting to Collections Care)

Around Indiana

Couple by Television Set, ca. 1960 (Raul Piñon Family, Indiana Historical Society)

NEWS
The Indiana Arts Commission, in partnership with the Indiana State Library, announced that
the works of 57 poets have been added to the State of Indiana's poetry archive, INverse.

'Documenting uncomfortable history': A new historical marker tells the story of an 1845
lynching in Indianapolis. (Indy Star)

Jill McDevitt with the Indiana Barn Foundation made the case for saving historic barns as the
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speaker at a recent Noble County Genealogy Society annual dinner. (The News Sun)

IN-PERSON EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
PLEASE NOTE: For in-person programs, please check with the hosting organization regarding any COVID-
19 restrictions and/or requirements.

Family History Month Programs
Now-Oct. 31, Fort Wayne – Enjoy a series of programs geared toward researchers looking
to make new discoveries about their families and themselves. (Allen County Public Library’s
Genealogy Center)

Pop-Up Haunted Mini Golf
Now-Oct. 28, Wabash – Play a round of haunted mini golf on a 9-hole regulation course set
up throughout the Museum. (Wabash County Museum)

Track the Past
Oct. 14, Cedar Lake – View seven model train layouts in various scales from Roundtoit
Railroad. Admission is free. Please RSVP. (The Museum at Lassen’s Resort)

DNA Workshop with the Central Indiana DNA Interest Group
Oct. 14, Indianapolis – Join the Central Indiana DNA Interest Group for a DNA workshop
geared toward helping researchers put the pieces together after taking a DNA test. Free.
(Indiana State Library)

Indiana Music History Project Open House
Oct. 14, Indianapolis – The new gallery will be open to the public during the Broad Ripple
Village Association Art Walk. See the exhibits being built plus rare memorabilia. (Indiana
Entertainment Foundation)

A Masquerade Ball
Oct. 14, Valparaiso – All proceeds benefit the restoration projects for the VWA historic
house. (Valparaiso Woman's Association)

Wabash Home Tour
Oct. 14, Wabash – Tour six homes dating from 1849 to 1972 in the East Wabash Historic
District. $15; $14 members. (Indiana Landmarks)

Exhibit: Heirloom Coverlets from Private Collections
Opening Oct. 16, Greencastle – See a selection of heirloom coverlets. A show and tell day
will be held on Nov. 12. (Putnam County Museum)

Building Bridges: Beyond Land Acknowledgments
Oct. 16, Whiteland – Join Autumn Brunelle of the Unearthed Speakers Bureau for this free
community talk. (Johnson County Public Library – Clark Pleasant Branch)

Annual Meeting and Presentation
Oct. 17, Delphi – Tommy Kleckner from Indiana Landmarks will tell the story of how the
Monon High Bridge was saved and preserved. (Wabash and Erie Canal Park)

Stories of the Gunness Mystery
Oct. 17, La Porte – At this historical society meeting, retired Judge William Boklund will
recount the aftermath of Belle Gunness's terrible actions. Part II of the program will be held
on Oct. 21. (La Porte County Historical Society Museum)

Conversations in Indiana African American History and Culture
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Oct. 19, Indianapolis – This presentation will be on African Americans, Fox Lake, and the
Natural World in Indiana. (Freetown Village; event at Indiana Landmarks Center)

The Drag Queens of Indiana Avenue with Stephen Lane
Oct. 19, Indianapolis – Bring a lunch and listen to brief presentations from local experts on
Indiana history and culture. (Indiana Humanities)

Spring Vale Cemetery Tour
Oct. 21, Lafayette – Walk the historic cemetery and learn about some of the famous
residents buried there. (Tippecanoe County Historical Association)

Remarkable Women
Oct. 27 and 28, Bloomington – Spend an hour with Francis Harper and Alice Dunbar
Nelson, with host Elizabeth Mitchell, and discover why behind every great man is a
remarkable woman. $20. (Monroe County History Center and Resilience Productions)

Gallery Talk: The Career of E. Hill Turnock
Nov. 3, Elkhart – Patrick McGuire, Curator of Education at the Elkhart County Historical
Museum, will give an overview of Turnock's career and the buildings he designed throughout
Elkhart County. (Ruthmere)

Indiana Historical Society Spotlight

FROM THE BLOG
Latino Arts Movement of the Early Twentieth Century
Learn how the arts played a critical role in the early Latino community in Indiana.

UPCOMING EVENTS
A Night of Hoosier Hysteria
Oct. 19 – Join us for a night of basketball history and storytelling, complete with a behind-
the-scenes look at two of our newest exhibits: Chuck Taylor All Star and Going Pro:
Basketball Origins in Indiana. $10; $8 members.

Whodunit?
Oct. 20 – Put on your best 1900’s or detective attire and immerse yourself in a murder
mystery in this Clue-inspired game at the Indiana Historical Society. $25; $20 members.

Founders Day: An Evening with Brian Williams
Oct. 24 – The Indiana Historical Society will host Emmy Award-winning journalist Brian
Williams for Founders Day. $150; $75 program only.

What We're Reading This Week
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Mickey Braddock, 1957 (Indiana Historical Society, P0569)

RESOURCES AND NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Ask a Conservator Day is Nov. 3, and you can get involved on social media with
#AskAConservator or hold an event in person. Use this Toolkit to find ideas on how to
participate, a list of FAQs, and other resources. (AIC)

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSION
When diversity meets feedback – How to promote candor across cultural, gender, and
generational divides. (Harvard Business Review)

AUDIENCE AND COMMUNITY
A practical process guide to getting and keeping your volunteers. (Blue Avocado)

FUNDRAISING
Anatomy of a stellar first-time donor welcome packet. (Bloomerang)

Grant writing tips: 8 lessons I learned the hard way (so you don’t have to). (Funding for Good)

LEADERSHIP & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Three hard skills effective nonprofit executive directors must possess. (Forbes)

Why your nonprofit needs a crisis communication plan. (Firespring)
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NEED A BREAK?
One tv show a night is too much? Ten wildly inaccurate predictions about television. (Mental
Floss)

Weird science: the accidental invention of Silly Putty. (Kids Discover)

Emoticons are older than you think – they first appeared in an 1881 edition of Puck
Magazine. (HuffPost)

Learning Opportunities

Service Men's Center TV Lounge, ca. 1953 (U.S. Army Photograph, Courtesy of Indiana Historical Society)

FREE WEBINARS & VIRTUAL LEARNING
Teaching African American History: Acts of Resistance – Cultivating Learning
Oct. 18 – Join educators from the National Museum of African American History and Culture
to explore an expanding set of free digital materials on African American history.
(Smithsonian Education)

Interpreting the Unknown: Being adaptive as a Place of Memory
Oct. 19 – Learn about strategies and insights into how Sites of Conscience can share
histories even when they don't have all the facts. (International Coalition of Sites of
Conscience)
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Out of the Archives: LGBTQ History Mini Con
Oct. 20 – Explore the challenges and thrills of examining queer history, share resources, and
strengthen the existing network of researchers in Indiana. (Indiana State Library, Purdue
University LGBTQ Center)

AASLH History Hour: Climate and Sustainability
Oct. 24 – Join other AASLH members and friends for a free and informal conversation and
networking event about climate, sustainability, and history organizations. (AASLH)

VIRTUAL TRAINING
Managing an Environmental Monitoring Program
Oct. 17-18 – This two-part webinar teaches participants how to understand their building’s
environment and make changes that help to preserve the collections in their care. $200.
(NEDCC)

Advanced Interpretive Techniques – Interpreting the "Rest of the Story"
Nov. 6-Dec. 4 – Learn a powerful interpretive communications technique for revealing and
releasing the "rest of the stories" hidden in artifacts, objects, historical figures/events,
landscapes, or sites. $499. (Northern States Conservation Center)

IN-PERSON TRAINING
Wood Window Basics Workshop
Oct. 18, South Bend – Study the basics of historic wood window construction, operation,
typical problems, and repairs. $10; $5 members. (Indiana Landmarks)

Funding Available

http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/97703738/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=e5a791fe
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092062/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=60279dc5
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/89778106/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=5ddc1ac6
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Avon Ladies and their Products, 1949 (Indiana Historical Society, P0569)

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES SPOTLIGHT
Museum Grants for African American History and Culture
Due Nov. 15 – This program is designed to build the capacity of African American museums
and support the growth and development of museum professionals at African American
museums. (IMLS)

Scholarships for the Fund Raising School
Due Nov. 28 – Partial (50 percent) scholarships for specific courses are available to
individuals working in nonprofits with operating budgets of $1 million or less through the
Dottie Rosso Scholarship and the Hank Rosso Scholarship for 2024. (Lilly Family School of
Philanthropy)

UPCOMING DEADLINES
Digitizing Hidden Special Collections and Archives: Amplifying Unheard Voices Grants
Due Nov. 1 (CLIR)

Archival Projects Grants
Due Nov. 2 (National Archives)

Inspire! Grants for Small Museums
Due Nov. 15 (IMLS)
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http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/93157698/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=fca4e6d5
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Local & Regional Job Openings

Making Rubber Tubing at the U.S. Rubber Co., 1944 (Indiana Historical Society, P0569)

LOCAL
The Indiana Historical Society is hiring!
See open positions here.

Development Manager
Fishers – Conner Prairie

Rentals and Events Coordinator
Indianapolis – Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians & Western Art

Barron Hilton Archivist for Flight and Space Exploration and Clinical Assistant/ Associate
Professor
West Lafayette – Purdue University Libraries and School of Information Studies

REGIONAL
Director of Development
Cincinnati, Ohio – American Sign Museum

Eugenia Williams House Director
Knoxville, Tenn. – Alsan Foundation

Executive Director

http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092067/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=fa9620a3
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092068/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=ce46a1de
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/89748994/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=f3a62ef6
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092069/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=3e35b043
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092070/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=0e50c1a1
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092071/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=4528db08
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092071/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=4528db08
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092072/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=d2f5ecf0
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092073/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=adf6e3eb
http://www.des08.com/t/45367702/1163667320/98092074/0/110/?f5d63f87=dGVzdCUyMG9mJTIwbWFpbGluZyUyMDEyNjA2NTExJTIwb24lMjAxMCUyRjEyJTJGMjAyMyUyMDExJTNBMzclM0ExMw&x=8333fb9e
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Sheboygan, Wis. – Sheboygan County Museum

PAID INTERNSHIPS
Museum Collections Management Intern
Albuquerque, N.M. – Chaco Culture National Historical Park, National Park Service

Orphans Corner
Do you have an item you would like to donate to an Indiana museum or nonprofit? We'll list it
here! Email us at col@indianahistory.org and we'll list it for you!

 

This is a free publication. Anyone may subscribe. 

To submit a news release, email col@indianahistory.org by noon Wednesday for same-week publication.
Some exceptions may apply.

We'd love your input on this e-newsletter! Use this form to give us your feedback.

Local History Services
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