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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Chicago Lake South Shore & South Bend Railroad, an electric interurban passenger and 
freight line, running from South Bend, Indiana to the Chicago, Illinois traces its origins to 
a three and a half mile track running from East Chicago to the Indiana Harbor in 1901.  
Three years later, it was renamed the Chicago, Lake Shore & South Bend Railway with the 
intention of combining the two cities, a total of approximately 67 miles. In 1908 the line 
was electrified and connected the cities of South Bend and East Chicago using eight 
substations along the route. The following year the line extended to Hammond and 
arrangements were made with the Kensington and Eastern Railroad to transport the riders 
on to Chicago on their cars since the K & E was not electrified.   

In 1925, the Chicago Lake Shore & South Bend line declared bankruptcy and was 
purchased by Samuel Insull who also owned the Illinois Central that also oversaw the K & 
E.  It was then  renamed the Chicago South Shore and South Bend Railroad. The Railroad 
was modernized with higher voltage and newer passenger cars, allowing it to carry 
passengers all the way into Chicago without passengers having to change cars in 
Hammond. The line also hauled freight until 1983, it relied on its passenger service for the 
majority of the income. 

As fewer people rode the South Shore in the 1960s, revenue began to decline.  The 
Chesapeake and Ohio purchased the Chicago South Shore and South Bend in 1970,but 
seven years later but the line began receiving partial subsidies from the Northern Indiana 
Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) which were used impart to replace the 1927–
1929 vintage passenger cars in 1978 .  The South Shore officially declared bankruptcy in 
1989.  State funding came to the rescue when the NICTD assumed control along with the 
Anacostia & Pacific Company which took over the freight hauling side of the operation    
after which public funds were obtained to subsidize passenger service. Both passenger and 
freight operations continue to serve the areas from South Bend to downtown Chicago.  

Sources:  http://www.american-rails.com/chicago-south-shore-and-south-bend-
railroad.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The majority of this collection consist of the operational records of the Chicago, South 
Shore & South Bend Railroad, 1916–1992.  Included are memorandum covering a wide 
variety of subjects including  personnel, switching times, and track availability.  

The collection also contains business records such as board of directors minutes, stock 
information. Additional material include correspondence, reports, and documents 
involving the railroad's financial situation including state assistance, and dealing with 
purchasing companies and regional boards to relieve the financial strain and keep the line 
operating, 1984–1989. 

Operational materials include switching information, passenger service information such 
as fare increases and schedules, crew assignments, and track charts as well as reports, 
evaluations, and proposals.  There is also a significant amount of printed and historically 
related materials such as finances, accidents, newsletters, and a Homecoming Jamboree at 
Michigan City in 1950. 

 



SERIES CONTENTS 

Series 1: Bulletins/General Notices, 1916–1942 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Bulletins, 1916 Box 1, Folder 1 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1917 Box 1, Folder 2 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1917 Box 1, Folder 3 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1918 Box 1, Folder 4 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1918 Box 1, Folder 5 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1919 Box 1, Folder 6 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1919 Box 1, Folder 7 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1920 Box 1, Folder 8 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1920 Box 1, Folder 9 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1921 Box 1, Folder 10 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1921 Box 1, Folder 11 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1922 Box 1, Folder 12 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1922 Box 1, Folder 13 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1923 Box 1, Folder 14 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1923 Box 1, Folder 15 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1924 Box 1, Folder 16 

Bulletins, July–Dec., 1924 Box 1, Folder 17 

Bulletins, Jan.–June, 1925 Box 2, Folder 1 

Bulletins, July–Sept.. 1925 Box 2, Folder 2 

Bulletins, Oct.–Dec., 1925 Box 2, Folder 3 

Bulletins,. Jan.–Aug., 1926 Box 2, Folder 4 



Bulletins, Sept.–Oct., 1926 Box 2, Folder 5 

Bulletins, Nov.–Dec. 1926 Box 2, Folder 6 

Bulletins, Jan.–March, 1927 Box 2, Folder 7 

Bulletins, April–May, 1927 Box 2, Folder 8 

Bulletins, June–July, 1927 Box 2, Folder 9 

Bulletins, Aug.–Sept., 1927 Box 2, Folder 10 

Bulletins, Oct.–Dec., 1927 Box 2, Folder 11 

Bulletins, Dec., 1927–Jan., 1928 Box 3, Folder 1 

Bulletins, Feb.–March, 1928 Box, 3, Folder 2 

Bulletins, April–May. 1928 Box 3, Folder 3 

Bulletins, June–July, 1928 Box 3, Folder 4 

Bulletins, Aug.–Sept., 1928 Box 3, Folder 5 

Bulletins, Oct.–Dec., 1928 Box 3, Folder 6 

Bulletins, Jan.–Feb., 1929 Box 3, Folder 7 

Bulletins, March–April, 1929 Box 3, Folder 8 

Bulletins, May–June, 1929 Box 3, Folder 9 

Bulletins, July–Aug., 1929 Box 3, Folder 10 

Bulletins, Sept.–Oct., 1929 Box 3, Folder 11 

Bulletins, Nov.–Dec., 1929 Box 3, Folder 12 

Bulletins, Jan.–March, 1930 Box 4, Folder 1 

Bulletins, April–June, 1930 Box 4, Folder 2 

Bulletins, July–Sept., 1930 Box 4, Folder 3 

Bulletins, Oct.–Dec., 1930 Box 4, Folder 4 

Bulletins, Jan.–Feb., 1931 Box 4, Folder 5 

Bulletins, March–May, 1931 Box 4, Folder 6 



Bulletins, June–Aug., 1931 Box 4, Folder 7 

Bulletins, Sept.–Dec., 1931 Box 4, Folder 8 

General Notices, Dec., 1931–April, 1932 Box 4, Folder 9 

General Notices, May–July, 1932 Box 4, Folder 10 

General Notices, Aug.–Dec., 1932 Box 4, Folder 11 

General Notices, Jan.–March, 1933 Box 5, Folder 1 

General Notices, April–June, 1933 Box 5, Folder 2 

General Notices, July–Dec., 1933 Box 5, Folder 3 

General Notices, Jan.–April, 1934 Box 5, Folder 4 

General Notices, May–Aug., 1934 Box 5, Folder 5 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1934 Box 5, Folder 6 

General Notices, Jan.–March, 1935 Box 5, Folder 7 

General Notices, April–June, 1935 Box 5, Folder 8 

General Notices, July–Sept., 1935 Box 5, Folder 9 

General Notices, Oct.–Dec., 1935 Box 5, Folder 10 

General Notices, Jan.–March, 1936 Box 5, Folder 11 

General Notices, April–June, 1936 Box 5, Folder 12 

General Notices, July–Sept., 1936 Box 5, Folder 13 

General Notices, Oct.–Dec., 1936 Box 5, Folder 14 

General Notices, Jan.–March, 1937 Box 5, Folder 15 

General Notices, April–June, 1937 Box 5, Folder 16 

General Notices, July–Dec., 1937 Box 5, Folder 17 

General Notices, Jan.–April, 1938 Box 6, Folder 1 

General Notices, May–Aug., 1938 Box 6, Folder 2 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1938 Box 6, Folder 3 



General Notices, Jan.–Feb., 1939 Box 6, Folder 4 

General Notices, March–May, 1939 Box 6, Folder 5 

General Notices, June–Aug., 1939 Box 6, Folder 6 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1939 Box 6, Folder 7 

General Notices, Jan.–Feb., 1940 Box 6, Folder 8 

General Notices, March–May, 1940 Box 6, Folder 9 

General Notices, June–Aug., 1940 Box 6, Folder 10 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1940 Box 6, Folder 11 

General Notices, Jan.–Feb., 1941 Box 6, Folder 12 

General Notices, March–May, 1941 Box 6, Folder 13 

General Notices, June–Aug., 1941 Box 7, Folder 1 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1941 Box 7, Folder 2 

General Notices, Jan., 1942 Box 7, Folder 3 

General Notices, Feb.–April, 1942 Box 7, Folder 4 

General Notices, May–June, 1942 Box 7, Folder 5 

General Notices, July–Aug., 1942 Box 7, Folder 6 

General Notices, Sept.–Dec., 1942 Box 7, Folder 7 

  

Series 2: Board Meeting Minutes and Business Operations, 1924–1989 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Board of Directors Minutes, 1930 Box 7, Folder 8 

Board of Directors Minutes, 1931–1933 Box 7, Folder 9 

Board of Directors Minutes, 1933–1937 Box 7, Folder 10 

Board of Directors Minutes, 1926–1934 Box 7, Folder 11 

Contract Drafts, 1924–1925 Box 7, Folder 12 



Contract, Jan., 1925, company reorganization Box 7, Folder 13 

Illinois Central Contract, 1933 Box 7, Folder 14 

Stock Information, 1953; 1990 Box 8, Folder 1 

Special Meeting of Shareholders, April, 1984 Box 8, Folder 2 

Cleveland Trust Co. Court Case, 1925 Box 8, Folder 3 

Cleveland Trust Co. Stock Sale, 1925–1936 Box 8 , Folder 4 

Venago River Investment, 1984 Box 8, Folder 5 

State Assistance, March, 1987 Box 8, Folder 6 

Acquisition by METRA, 1987 Box 8, Folder 7 

Purchase by Anacostia & Pacific Co., 1989 Box 8, Folder 8 

Series 3: Operational Information and Reports, 1924–1993 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Switching Information, 1924–1929 Box 8, Folder 9 

Switching Information, 1930–1964 Box 8, Folder 10 

Switching Information, 1970–1982 Box 8, Folder 11 

Fare Increases, 1966–1990 Box 8, Folder 12 

Organizational Information, 1970–1986 Box 8, Folder 13 

Fall Assignments, 1981 Box 8, Folder 14 

Passenger Service Schedule, 1982 Box 8, Folder 15 

Crew Assignments, 1982 Box 8, Folder 16 

Passenger Schedule, 1982 Box 9, Folder 1 

Daily Report, Passengers Carried, 1986 Box 9, Folder 2 

Transportation Study Commission Report, May, 1986 Box 9, Folder 3 

NICTD Strategic Plan, 1991 Box 9, Folder 4 



Motor Truck Specifications, Aug., 1925 Box 9, Folder 5 

Special Board of Engineers, War Dept., Oct., 1931 Box 9, Folder 6 

Report, 16 May 1944 Box 9, Folder 7 

Commuter Equipment Evaluation, May, 1978 Box 9, Folder 8 

Track Charts, 1986 Box 9, Folder 9 

Report, 1986 Box 9, Folder 10 

Reports, 1987 (1 of 2) Box 9, Folder 11 

Reports, 1987 (2 of 2) Box 9, Folder 12 

Overcrowding Relief Proposal, Nov., 1987 Box 9, Folder 13 

Transit Crisis Report, 1986 Box 9, Folder 14 

NICTD Meeting, Oct., 1985 Box 9, Folder 15 

NTSB Accident Report, 1993 Box 9, Folder 16 

Overhead Catenary & Supporting Poles Inspection, 
April, 1986 

Box 9, Folder 17 

Photographs of Catenary and Poles Inspection Color Photographs: 
Box 1, Folder 1 

Annual Statement, 1974 Box 9, Folder 18 

Series 4: Printed Materials and Publications, 1934–1998 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Clippings, Finances, 1987 (1 of 3) Box 10, Folder 1 

Clippings, Finances, 1987 (2 of 3) Box 10, Folder 2 

Clippings, Finances, 1987 (3 of 3) Box 10, Folder 3 

Clippings, Train Crash, April, 1987 Box 10, Folder 4 

Publications Box 10, Folder 5 

Newsletters, 1981, 1993 Box 10, Folder 6 



Publications and Articles, 1944–1987 Box 10, Folder 7 

Conference Presentations, 1944, 1957 Box 10, Folder 8 

Program Work, 1984–1998 Box 10, Folder 9 

General Information, 1992–1995 Box 10, Folder 10 

General Materials, 1934–1992 Box 10, Folder 11 

Homecoming Jamboree, June, 1950 Box 10, Folder 12  

Guest Ribbon for Homecoming Jamboree, 1950 Artifact: 2016.0278 

Historical Information, 1940s–1950s Box 10, Folder 13 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers Meeting, 
1957 (1 of 2) 

Box 10, Folder 14 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers Meeting, 
1957 (2 of 2) 

Box 10, Folder 15 
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