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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

3 manuscript boxes; 7 oversized boxes; 1 folder photographs; 1 
artifact 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

1919–2012 

PROVENANCE: Mary Lou Skinner, Terre Haute, Indiana, February, 2014 and 
Norma Riegsecker, State Assembly Woman’s Club, Goshen, 
Indiana 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

None 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

2000.1104;  2014.0024 

NOTES:  



HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Mrs. Russell K. Bedgood, wife of an Indiana General Assembly member from Lafayette, 
organized a club in 1921 to provide social activities for the wives of state legislators during 
their two-month stay in the city of Indianapolis.  Many of the wives had never been to the 
city before and knew no one who lived there.  The State Assembly Women’s Club 
(SAWC) was designed to allow these women to come together to make acquaintance with 
each other and with the city.  Businesses, Schools and Charitable Organizations hosted 
teas, luncheons, and tours for the women while their husbands attended to state business.    

In 1925, Mrs. Charles J. Buchanan organized an ancillary group, the Indianapolis Branch 
of the SAWC.  This smaller group worked toward keeping the larger group intact during 
the two-year periods between legislative meetings (this was changed to annual sessions 
during the 1970s).  

Sources:  Collection 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains seven scrapbooks and 33 file folders.  The scrapbooks contain 
newspaper clippings, photographs, event invitations, poems, songs and yearbooks.  One 
scrapbook contains 48 TLSs dated 1923, one from each state of the Union, many signed by 
the State Governor.  Twenty-three of the file folders contain yearbooks from 1923–1978 
(not inclusive), newspaper clippings, correspondence, event invitations, photographs and 
meeting minutes. 

Ten folders contain information pertaining to the Meditation Room in the State Capital 
Building.  This room was set aside by the Governor during the 1960s as a place in which 
anyone could reflect or relax.  After the death of Governor Otis Bowen’s wife in 1981, the 
SAWC decided to update and restore the Meditation Room and rename it in honor of 
Elizabeth Bowen.  Information includes committee meeting minutes, correspondence, 
donations, disbursements, bid and blueprints, design of a stained glass window, pictures, 
the dedication ceremony, newspaper clippings and a copy of the album dedicated to Beth 
Bowen. 

 



CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Meeting Minutes, 1925–1939 Box 1, Folder 1 

Indianapolis Branch Yearbooks, 1938–1991 Box 1, Folder 2 

SAWC Yearbooks, 1923–1943 Box 1, Folder 3 

SAWC Yearbooks, 1971–1989 Box 1, Folder 4 

By-Laws and Meetings, 1971–1988 Box 1, Folder 5 

State Assembly Members, Rules and Statistics, 
1973–1982 

Box 1, Folder 6 

Events, 1973–1985 Box 1, Folder 7 

Valentine’s Tea, 1973–1993 Box 1, Folder 8 

Meditation Room Committee Meeting Minutes Box 2, Folder 1 

Meditation Room Committee Correspondence, 
1982–1986 

Box 2, Folder 2 

Meditation Room Donations and Disbursements, 
1982–1985 

Box 2, Folder 3 

Meditation Room Bids and Blueprints, 1984 Box 2, Folder 4 

Meditation Room History and Beth Bowen Bio, 
1982–1985 

Box 2, Folder 5 

Meditation Room Stained Glass Window, 1983–
1985 

Box 2, Folder 6 

Meditation Room Pictures, 1982–2012 Box 2, Folder 7 

Meditation Room Beth Bowen Album, 1985 Box 2, Folder 8 

Meditation Room Ceremony, 1985 Box 2, Folder 9 

Meditation Room Newspaper Clippings, 1977–
1984 

Box 2, Folder 10 



History Sketch, Speeches and Correspondence, 
1953–1988 

Box 2, Folder 11 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 1 (State 
Governor’s Scrapbook), 1919–1929 

Box 3, Folder 1 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 2 (The Ideal 
Scrapbook), 1922–1953 

Box 3, Folder 2 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 3 (History 
Scrapbook), 1922–1945 

Box 3, Folder 3 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 4 (Black 
Scrapbook), 1940–1955 

Box 3, Folder 4 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 5 (Brown 
Scrapbook), 1955–1957 

Box 3, Folder 5 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 6 (Green 
Scrapbook), 1955–1963 

Box 3, Folder 6 

Loose Items from OMB 0141, box 7 (Red 
Scrapbook), 1955–1971 

Box 3, Folder 7 

Newspaper Clippings, 1930–1959 Box 3, Folder 8 

Newspaper Clippings, 1960–1985 Box 3, Folder 9 

Newspaper Clippings, Undated Box 3, Folder 10 

Promotional Material, 1977–1983 Box 3, Folder 11 

Correspondence, 1975–1987 Box 3, Folder 12 

Programs/Events, 1941 Box 3, Folder 13 

Photographs, 1953–2012 Photographs: 
Folder 1 

State Governor Scrapbook, 1923 OMB 0141 
Box 1 

The Ideal Scrapbook, 1921–1943 OMB 0141 
Box 2 

History Scrapbook, 1938–1939 OMB 0141 
Box 3 



Black Scrapbook, 1940–1955 OMB 0141 
Box 4 

Brown Scrapbook, 1955–1957 OMB 0141 
Box 5 

Green Scrapbook, 1955–1963 OMB 0141 
Box 6 

Red Scrapbook, 1957–Undated OMB 0141 
Box 7 

Governor’s Inauguration Pin Artifact:  2000.1104 



CATALOGING INFORMATION 

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may 
lead you to related materials: 

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  
http://opac.indianahistory.org/  

2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon. 

3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box. 

4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 1081). 

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings 
that can be searched for related materials. 

http://opac.indianahistory.org/
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