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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Walter Quintin Gresham (1832–1895), a judge, politician, and soldier, was born in 
Lanesville, Harrison County, Indiana.  After attending Indiana University for one year, he 
began practicing law in Corydon, Harrison County, Indiana, in 1854.  In 1856 he married 
Matilda McGrain and they produced two children.  In 1860 he was elected to the Indiana 
Legislature and served one term. In 1862 Gresham enlisted in the 38th Indiana Regiment 
and was elected captain by the men.  The following year he was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel and later to colonel of the 53rd Indiana.  Gresham served in Mississippi and 
Georgia and was involved in the Vicksburg and Atlanta campaigns.  He was soon 
promoted again, this time to brigadier general of the 53rd but was injured in the leg near 
Atlanta in 1864.  Gresham never completely recovered from his wound and returned to 
Indiana where he was named brevet major general in 1865.  After the war, Gresham 
returned to legal practice in New Albany, Floyd County, Indiana.  In 1869 President Grant 
appointed him district judge for Indiana.  Gresham briefly served as Postmaster General 
and Secretary of the Treasury in 1883–84 before being name circuit judge for Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and Indiana, with headquarters in Chicago.  He was urged to run on the 
Populist Party ticket in the 1892 presidential campaign, but after much deliberation, he 
declined and supported Grover Cleveland in his successful 1892 campaign.  Cleveland 
rewarded Gresham's support by naming him secretary of state in 1893.  Gresham opposed 
American imperialism and the annexation of Hawaii.  He died in office in 1895. 

Otto Gresham (1859-1946), the son of Walter Q. Gresham, was born in Corydon, 
Harrison County, Indiana. He was a Wabash College graduate and practiced law for fifty 
years in Illinois and Indiana, specializing in patent law. His marriage to Lefa Nida was a 
tumultuous one leading to their decades long separation and her exclusion from his will. 

Sources: 

Dictionary of American Biography, vol. 4, pp.607–609. 
Encyclopedia of Indianapolis, pp. 645–646. 
Centennial History of the Indiana General Assembly, vol. 1, p. 154. 
Ancestry Library 
 

 

 

 

 



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The bulk of this collection is correspondence between Otto Gresham and his niece, Harriet 
Urban Andrews, also called Carleton.  Another large part is the documents that detail the 
estate Otto leaves after his death and the letters between Harriet, her husband W.G. 
Andrews, and various lawyers.  

The collection begins with items kept by Matilda Gresham from her time living with 
Walter in Washington, D.C.  as he worked as the Secretary of State from 1893 till his death 
while in office in 1895.  These items include calling cards, menus, RSVP's, and seating 
charts.  Also, there are books of addresses, recipes, and "The Housekeeper's Help" which 
covers taking care of laundry to making hot chocolate.   Other items in the collection 
include copies of clippings of Otto's newspaper submissions, which he sent to his niece, 
the wills and indentures of Matilda, Lefa, and Otto, stock receipts, pictures of family 
members, and Otto's membership cards at the time of his death.  The collection also 
contains three printed books; two volumes of the published biography of Walter Gresham 
written by his widow, Matilda, in 1920 and "The Greenbacks" written by Otto that 
discusses the money that won the Civil and World Wars.  
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Invitations to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gresham 1894 Box 1, Folder 1 

1894 RSVPs Box 1, Folder 2 
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Menu 1894 Box 1, Folder 5 
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Tickets Box 1, Folder 10 
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