
Collection # 
SC 3227 
 

 

JOHN COOPER 
LETTERS, CA. 1900–1902 

 

Collection Information 

Biographical Sketch 

Scope and Content Note 

Contents 

 

 

 

 

Processed by 

Alysha Zemanek 
March 2017 

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department 
William Henry Smith Memorial Library 

Indiana Historical Society 
450 West Ohio Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269 

www.indianahistory.org 

 

http://www.indianahistory.org/


COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

1 manuscript folder 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

Ca. 1900–02 

PROVENANCE: Donald E. Baker, Evansville, IN; August 2011 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

2011.0217 

NOTES:  



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

John Cooper was born 18 December 1851 in Indiana to William and Mary Cooper. Around 
1878, he married Lydia E. John was a farmer and raised stock, including cattle, sheep, 
horses, and hogs. He was also the Construction Commissioner at Bartee Ditch. John died 
15 December 1938. 

Charles H. Taylor was born 29 October 1863 in Indiana to Ann Elizabeth Cooper and 
Henry Taylor. Ann Elizabeth was John Cooper's older sister. By 1870, Charles lived with 
his grandfather, William. Also living in the house were his uncle John, his mother, his 
sister, and his half-sister, Frances Terry. By 1880, Charles was living with his uncle John, 
as were his sister and another half-sister, Permelia Terry. He married Martha Ann on 7 
November 1886. Like his uncle John, Charles was a farmer. He died 17 May 1929. 

Sources: 

Collection materials. 

Indiana, Death Certificates, 1899-2011, via Ancestry.com 

Indiana, Marriage Index, 1800-1941, via Ancestry.com 

1870, 1880, 1900 and 1919 United States Federal Censuses, via Ancestry.com 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection consists of nine letters written from October 1900 to February 1902, as well 
as one undated letter.  All ten letters were written by John Cooper in Winamac, Indiana to 
his nephew, Charles H. Taylor in Hammond, Lake County, Pulaski County, Indiana. The 
letters discuss local and family news, John's farm stock, and railroad construction in the 
area. Also included in the collection is a 4-page scene script. 
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