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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In 2014 the Indiana Historical Society began the Indiana LGBT Collecting Initiative to
collect, preserve, and make accessible materials that document the rich history, tradition,
and culture of Indiana’s LGBT communities. Part of the collecting initiative includes the
Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. During the time period of 2014-
2015, interviews were conducted of individuals, couples and families from all walks of life
in Central Indiana area. This collection centers around the oral history interview of Kevin
Johnson and Arnold Stewart conducted by Mark Lee on October 27, 2014.

Kevin Johnson (b. 1958) grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana. Johnson is an actor and visual
artist. Arnold Stewart (b. 1949) grew up in Malone, New York. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1982-1985. Arnold is also an artist and has worked in many different fields,
including real estate. Kevin and Arnold have been together since they met in San
Francisco, California, in 2000; they became domestic partners in 2001 and married in
2014. They currently reside in Sacramento, California.

Sources:
Information found in collection.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The interview was transcribed from one video recorded interview with Kevin Johnson and
Arnold Steward conducted on October 27, 2014 by Mark Lee, lead project manager for
the Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. The interview, which
includes the video recording and the transcript, is housed at the William H. Smith
Memorial Library, Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center, Indianapolis,
Indiana.

The video recorded interview is approximately three hours long and is recorded on two
DVDs. The collection includes one folder with articles preliminary questionnaires and the
interview transcription.

The following is an index to the oral history transcript listing the topics discussed and the
pages on which they can be found.

TRANSCRIPT
Interview
INtroducCtion t0 KEVIN JONNSON. ... ..ueeeee e eeeeeeeenenenees 3

Background about father Pookie Alonzo Johnson, Indianapolis jazz musician.....4-6

Johnson growing up and facing racism in Indianapolis............ccccccevvviiiieiieiiecnnnene, 7
Johnson figuring out his sexuality in COHEge.........ccccoveviiieiiecr e 9
Johnson coming out to his family.........cccooiiii i 10
Indianapolis gay NIGhtHTe..........ccoviiiiiece e 11-12
Johnson establishing Brothers United, AIDS relief organization..........c...ccccceeveeee. 14
Johnson working for Catholic Charities to combat homelessness in...................... 16

San Francisco

Introduction t0 ArnOId STEWAIT...........coiiiiiieiiriie e 19
Stewart coming out to his family.........ccoccoiiiiiiiii e, 21
Stewart surviving through abusive relationships..........ccccccoeviiie i 23
Living and attending Love and Action Church..........cccoovinienninii e 24-25

Contentious relationships with Stewart's family...........c.ccccooeviviiiiienn i, 27-28



Stewart Moves t0 CalifOrNia.......oooo oo 30

Interview both JOhNSON and STEWAIT............cccoviiiiiiicee e, 31
Moving in together/Stewart meeting Johnson's family...........cccocoviiiiinniiinen. 33
Filing for domestic partnership........ccoovieiieie i 34
Owning and managing a bed and breakfast in San Francisco.............ccccccevevvevunene. 35
Stewart and Johnson move to Indianapolis to take care family.............cccccoevvennne. 38
Working in the Indianapolis art WOrld.............ccooeiieiiininie e 40
Adjustment to liviNg iN INAIANA.........coecviiiieece e 41
Decision to get married legally INdiana..........ccccooiiviniiiiiniiee e 43
Experiences living through the AIDS CriSiS.........ccveveiiiereeiieieere e, 46-47
Changes in both Johnson and Stewart's lIVES...........ccccevveieiinneeiese e 52-53
Being in an open relationship while living in San Francisco............c.ccoccvvcvevvennenn. 54

Changes in LGBT life in INdiana...........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiee s 56



CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Preliminary Questionnaire and Interview Transcription
Johnson and Stewart Interview Disc 1, user copy
Johnson and Stewart Interview Disc 2, user copy
Johnson and Stewart Interview Disc 1, master copy
Johnson and Steward Interview Disc 2, master copy

Digital Transcription and Photographs

CONTAINER
Folder 1

DVD 1192
DVD 1193
DVD 1194
DVD 1195

DVD 1196



	Collection #
	SC 3353
	DVD 1192-1196
	Kevin Johnson and Arnold Stewart  ORal History Interview and Transcript, 2014
	COLLECTION INFORMATION
	BIOGRAPHiCAL SKETCH
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	CONTENTS


