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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

1 half-sized photograph box, 1 half-sized OVA photograph 
box, 1 color photograph folder, 1 graphics folder, 4-4 x 5 
acetate negative envelopes 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

Ca. 1894-1980 

PROVENANCE: Multiple 

RESTRICTIONS: Color photographs and negatives must be requested in advance 
and may be viewed by appointment only and with the 
assistance of library staff.  

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

0000.1225v0036, 0000.1225v0059, 0000.1225v0145, 
1964.0309, 1985.0518, 1987.0190, 1992.0026, 1994.0902, 
1998.0197, 1998.0675, 2002.0448, 2003.0534, 2004.0097, 
2004.0235, 2007.0352, 2008.0290, 2008.0291, 2009.0076, 
2010.0203, 2012.0075, 2015.0143 

NOTES:  
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

New York Central Railroad: The New York Central Railroad evolved through Indiana 
from the merger/lease of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern (merged in 1915), the 
Michigan Central (leased in 1930), and the Big Four-Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, & St. 
Louis (leased 1930).  
Nickel Plate Road: Nickel Plate Road was made up of the New York, Chicago, and St. 
Louis Railroads in the 1881. The line was operated by the New York Central until 1916. In 
1923, the Lake Erie and Western Railroad and the Clover Leaf Railroad merged with the 
Nickel Plate to create an expanded system in Indiana.   
Central Indiana Railway: The Central Indiana Railway began in 1875 and was a 127 
mile stretch of track that ran between Muncie, Indiana, and Brazil, Indiana. The railroad 
went through several name and ownership changes as well as various abandonments over 
the decades. Despite all of the changes, the railroad managed to survive in one form or 
another until 1986.  
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad: The original B & O Railroad began in 1828. Between 1896 
and 1927, the B & O acquired the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, the 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, & Chicago Railroad, and the Cincinnati, Hamilton, & Dayton 
Railroad. The railroad operated three different lines throughout Indiana, making it 
Indiana's sixth largest system. The B & O was acquired in 1963 by the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway. 
Chicago, Attica, and Southern Railroad: The Chicago, Attica, and Southern Railroad 
was, at 141 miles, Indiana's longest short line. The railroad began in 1922 as a freight 
carrier line and ran until 1946 when the Interstate Commerce Commission granted total 
abandonment.  

Indiana Northern Railways: Indiana Northern Railways was a short 2 mile connecting 
road in South Bend, Indiana. The railway began in 1893, performing switching duties. It 
eventually became part of the New Jersey, Indiana, and Illinois Railroad which was 
acquired by the Wabash Railway in 1926.  

Wabash Railroad: The Wabash Railroad came about through the reorganization of the 
Wasbash, St. Louis, and Pacific Railroad in 1889. The Pennsylvania Railroad acquired 
control of the Wabash Railway in 1928 (the name changed from Wabash RR to Wabash 
RY between 1915 and 1942, when it changed back to Wabash RR). In 1964, the Norfolk 
and Western Railway leased and later bought the Wabash, renaming it the Norfolk 
Southern Railway.  

Monon Railroad: The Monon Railroad did not receive this name until 1956. Previous to 
this the railroad was called the Chicago, Indianapolis, and Louisville Railway, which 
began in 1897 as a reorganization of the Louisville, New Albany, and Chicago Railway. 
When at its largest, the Monon was the fifth largest system in Indiana and operated as a 
hauler of coal and other freight. The railroad was purchased by the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad in 1971. 
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Sources: 
Simons, Richard S., and Francis H. Parker. Railroads of Indiana. Bloomington, IN: 
Indiana University Press, 1997. 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
This collection is made up of photographs and graphics of Indiana related railroads and 
trains. It includes images of passenger trains, freight trains, interurbans, and trolleys as 
well as several images that show railway workers. The major railroad companies 
represented in this collection are New York Central Railroad, Nickel Plate Road, Central 
Indiana Railway, Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, Union Traction, Indiana Union Railway, 
Indiana Railroad, and the Big Four.  
 
The graphics include one full set and one partial set of train related posters (letter size) 
from the Teacher's Kit produced by the Association of American Railroads in the 1940s 
and 1950s.  
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CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 
New York Central Railroad, Trains, ca. 1930-1955 Photographs, 

Box 1, Folder 1 

Nickel Plate Road, Trains, ca. 1941-1955 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 2 

Central Indiana Railway, 1955-1956 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 3 

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, Trains, 1954-1955 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 4 

Chicago, Attica, and Southern Railroad, Trains & 
Tracks, ca. 1927-1941 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 5 

Union Traction, Passenger Train, ca. 1920s-1930s Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 6 

Indiana Northern Railways, Trains 5 & 100, 1947 & 
1959 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 7 

Indiana Union Railway, Trains 6-28, 1951-1972 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 8 

Indiana Railroad, Passenger Trains, ca. 1930s Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 9 

Indianapolis Railways, Passenger Trains, 1948 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 10 

Montour 71 on Pennsylvania Railroad Track at Ft. 
Wayne IN, 1955 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 11 

Wabash Railroad, Passenger & Freight Trains, 1937-
1949 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 12 

Monon Troop Train, 1952; Monon Passenger Train, 
1964 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 13 

Monon Railroad, Purdue University Train, ca. 1927 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 14 

Studebaker Train 2, South Bend IN, 1959-1962 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 15 
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Evansville Railways, Passenger Train, n.d.; New 
Albany/Louisville, Passenger Train, 1945; Mishawaka 
Trolley, n.d. 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 16 

Railroad Track Construction, Ft. Wayne, 1955 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 17 

Railway Workers, ca. 1927-1940 Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 18 

"Drive a RR Spike", Monument Circle Event, ca. 
1980's 

Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 19 

ADM Rail Services Trains & Sign, 2014 Cold Storage 
Color Photographs, 
Folder 1 

Indiana Railroad System Car 51, 1931 OVA Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 1 

Purdue Train Wreck, 1903 OVA Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 2 

Whiting Indiana Military Post, Train & Soldiers, 1894 OVA Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 3 

Big Four, Train 81 & Workers, 1903; Big Four, 
Railway Workers, 1907 

OVA Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 4 

Men on Riser Attached to Train, n.d. OVA Photographs, 
Box 1, Folder 5 

Association of American Railroads, Teacher's Kit, 
Posters, ca. 1940s-1950s 

Graphics,                           
Folder 1 

New York Central Railroad, Trains, ca. 1940s Cold Storage 
4 x 5 Acetate Negatives,  
Envelopes 1–4 
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