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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was an organization of honorably discharged 
Union Civil War veterans. They organized under the principles of "Fraternity, Charity, and 
Loyalty" on April 6, 1866, during a time when fraternal organizations were rapidly 
growing in popularity. The GAR grew to become the most influential veterans’ 
organization of all time, reaching a membership of 400,000 in the 1890s. The organization 
came to an end with the death of its last member in 1956. 

The GAR was organized into state departments and local chapters called posts. The 
Indiana Department was established in 1866 by a committee including James R. Carnahan, 
Oliver Wilson, and Robert S. Foster. At its peak in the 1890s, every county in the state had 
one or more posts within its boundaries. The Gen. Washburn Post #220 was formed in 
Dana, Vermillion County, Indiana on September 6, 1883 with 18 founding members. 

Sources: 

"A Brief History of the Grand Army of the Republic". Grand Army of the Republic 
Museum and Library. www.garmuslib.org,  accessed 10-01-2014. 

"Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Records Project". Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War. www.suvcw.org/garrecords,  accessed 10-01-2014. 

"Indiana Department - Grand Army of the Republic". Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War. www.suvcw.org/in/ingarhistoryogborn.htm,  accessed 10-01-2014. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains a document establishing the Grand Army of the Republic's Gen. 
Washburn Post #220 in Dana, Vermillion County, Indiana. The document was signed by 
Indiana Department Commander James R. Carnahan and Assistant Adjutant General Ben 
D. House in Indianapolis on September 6, 1883. 

Members listed in the document include Oscar B. Lowry, George H. Fisher, J. B. Fillenger, 
R. H. Clearwater, James M. Maxwell, James F. Burnett, Lawson L. Goodwin, Richard 
Pauley, T. J. Hutchinson, Daniel Ryland, John F. Stewart, William R. Peters, Albert 
Thompson, Henry Thomasmeyer, William B. Hood, Martin Turney, Elisha D. McGee, and 
H. Wells. 

http://www.garmuslib.org/
http://www.suvcw.org/garrecords
http://www.suvcw.org/in/ingarhistoryogborn.htm
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CATALOGING INFORMATION 

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may 
lead you to related materials: 

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  
http://opac.indianahistory.org/  

2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon. 

3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box. 

4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, OM 0572). 

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings 
that can be searched for related materials. 

http://opac.indianahistory.org/

	Collection #
	OM 0572
	grand army of the republic, gen. washburn post #220 Collection, 1883
	COLLECTION INFORMATION
	Historical SKETCH
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	CONTENTS
	CATALOGING INFORMATION


