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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In 2014 the Indiana Historical Society began the Indiana LGBT Collecting Initiative to
collect, preserve, and make accessible materials that document the rich history, tradition,
and culture of Indiana’s LGBT communities. Part of the collecting initiative includes the
Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. During the time period of 2014-
2015, interviews were conducted of individuals, couples and families from all walks of life
in the Central Indiana area. This collection centers around the oral history interview of
Gary Brackett and Bill Hendrix conducted by Mark Lee on January 24, 2015.

Gary Brackett (b. 1960) grew up in Spartanburg, South Carolina. He currently works as a
business manager and administrator for the IU Center for Bioethics. Bill Hendrix (b. 1959)
grew up in Fountain Inn, South Carolina, and moved to Indianapolis, Indiana, for work
with Brackett, first in 1992 and then again in 2000. He currently works as a research
entomologist for Coastal Crops, USA, and DowAgroSciences.

Brackett and Hendrix first met in South Carolina and have been together for over thirty
years. As a graduate student, Hendrix founded an LGBT student group at the University of
Arkansas. He faced such severe pushback from the university that the ACLU got involved
to protect both the group and Hendrix's status as a graduate assistant. Meanwhile, Brackett
was forced out of his role of choir director at the Sequoia United Methodist Church. Later,
while living in Indianapolis, Brackett founded the Cadillac Barbie Pride Parade, which is
named for his drag alter ego. Married in 2014, Brackett and Hendrix are very active in the
Indianapolis gay community and are often involved in local pride events. Brackett and
Hendrix currently reside in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Sources:
Information found in the collection.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The interview was transcribed from one video recorded interview. This manuscript was
transcribed from a digitally recorded interview conducted on February 3, 2015, at the home
of Gary Brackett and Bill Hendrix in Indianapolis, Indiana. The interview was conducted
by Mark Lee who was contracted by IHS for the project from 2014 to 2015. DLC was
contracted by the IHS to transcribe the interview in February 2016. The interview, which
includes the video recording and the transcript, is housed at the William H. Smith
Memorial Library, Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center, Indianapolis,
Indiana. The video recorded interview is approximately two hours long and is recorded on
one DVDs.

The collection includes one manuscript folder with the newspaper articles related to Gary
Brackett and Bill Hendrix, transgender protection rights in Indiana, and LGBT life in
Indianapolis, Indiana. The folder also includes a copy of the interview transcription. The
following is an index to the oral history transcript listing the topics discussed and the pages
on which they can be found.

TRANSCRIPT

Interview
Introduction to Gary BraCKett..........ccccueiieieiiieii e 3
Brackett growing up, high school, first sexual experience..........ccccoevvevveiieeiieeinnns 4
Coming OUL/PAreNtS FEACLIONS........cccueiureieriesieeieseese e e e ste e e e e e e e e s neenneens 5
Moving around to different cities early in relationship with HendrixX.............cc.coe..... 6
INtroduction t0 Bill HENAIIX.......oiiiiiieieieie s 8
Hendrix growing up in South Carolina............ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiee e 9
Hendrix coming out t0 NiS PArENTS.........c.ccvveiieieiie e 10
Brackett and Hendrix interviewed together/First meeting each other...................... 12
Brackett and Hendrix moved in together..........ccovvieiieii e 14

Moving to Arkansas/Getting involved with LGBT group at University of

ATKBINSAS. ...ttt bbbttt ettt bbbt 16
Lawsuit regarding setting up a LGBT group at public university in

ATKBNSAS. ...ttt bbb bbbttt e et bbb 17-18
Brackett leaving a position at a church choir..............ccoooeiiinie e 19
Graduate school in lowa/Moving to San FranCiSCO..........cccuevvereereereeieeseeseeieseens 21
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LiTE 1N SN FIANCISCO. .. ettt seeeeneeeneennnnnnnen 23

Changing jobs and moving to Indianapolis in 1992..........ccccccvivevieiienin e 24
Getting involved with the gay community in Indianapolis...........ccccvevienieninnnnnn 25
MoVving t0 Memphis, TENNESSEE.......ccuviieiierieeierrieseeseereesee e e seeeeesreeseeeeesraeneeanes 27
Moving back to Indianapolis/Favorite gay bars in Indianapolis...............cc....... 29-31
Finding the gay community in INdianapolis............cccvevviieiieiesiie e 32
Brackett in drag as Cadillac Barbie............ccooveiiiiiiiic e 35

Changes in downtown Indianapolis/Getting involved with Indy Pride parade..36-37

Working with Pride and becoming part of the Bag Ladies............cccocevvrveiirnnnnnn. 38

Raising money and participating in Indy Pride and the Bag Ladies............c...c....... 40
Bag Ladies fundraising to keep Indiana Youth Group Open.........cccccceevvvevveeiieeninen. 41
Hendrix becomes involved with Indiana Youth Group.........cccccevvveveiiiiinececieneen, 43
Brackett first involvement in the Bag Ladies..........ccooeiieiiinieenecieneee e 44-45
Hendrix's involvement in GLAD (Gay Lesbian and Allies at Dow)............c.......... 48
Testifying in Congress for support for transgender rights............cccccoevvvevieiveennn. 49
Members and fundraising for Human Rights Commission...........c.ccccvevvviievneeene. 51
Explaining work with the Indiana Youth Group.........ccccoeceeriienenieneenesee e 54
Working with other LGBT rights groups in the workplace and Indianapolis.......... 55
Exposure to the AIDS crisis in San FranCiSCo..........covvverreniesieniee e 59-60
Buddy Program in INdian@apoliS...........cccevveriiiiiiieiieic e 61
Mentors and leaders in the Indianapolis gay community.........ccccoocveveienieneennene. 63
Remembering and preserving LGBT history for future generations...................... 64

Hopes for future LGBT geNnerations..........cceiierieriiiniieiieseeee et 66
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