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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

6 manuscript boxes, 3 cold storage photo folders, 1 oversize 
manuscript folder 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

Ca. 1987–2011 

PROVENANCE: Thomas A. Mason, Indianapolis, IN; August 1999; 
Indianapolis Branch of the English-Speaking Union of the 
U.S., Indianapolis, IN; August 2011 

RESTRICTIONS: Items listed as being in cold storage need at least four hours to 
acclimate, so patrons are advised to call ahead of their visit if 
they wish to view those items to allow for thawing time. 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

English-Speaking Union of the United States, Indianapolis 
Branch Records M 0644; English-Speaking Union of the 
United States, Indianapolis Branch Records Addition SC 3270 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

1999.0590, 2011.0167 

NOTES:  
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The national organization of the English-Speaking Union was founded in New York in 
1920. Its stated purpose was to strengthen friendly relations between the people of 
the United States and the other English-speaking people of the world, in order to work for 
a world with equal justice for all, with democratic government and with a concern for the 
rights of all individuals. The first three national presidents were William Howard Taft 
(1921), lawyer and statesman John W. Davis (1921-1938), and Yale University president 
James Rowland Angell (1938-1946). 

The Indianapolis branch of the organization was founded in 1949 by Charles J. Lynn, 
retired vice president of Eli Lilly and Company. He served as president from 1949 to 1958, 
and was then succeeded by his wife, Dorothy B. Lynn (1958-1973).  She was succeeded by 
attorney Robert S. Ashby (1973-1989).    

The branch holds luncheon and dinner meetings with speakers usually provided by the 
speaker’s bureau of the national headquarters. Speakers have included Admiral Chester 
W. Nimitz (1951), historian Denis Brogan (1956), British ambassadors 
Lord Harlech (1964) and Sir Antony Acland (1990), Margaret Thatcher (1969), and 
General Maxwell D. Taylor (1973). At times meetings have been monthly, at other times 
more occasional. 

Since 1951 the Branch has provided scholarships for British Commonwealth students to 
study at Indiana University, and since 1976 for teachers from Marion County to study at 
British universities. The Branch has regularly provided hospitality for visitors from the 
Commonwealth and has supported special projects such as a memorial to Winston 
Churchill. Since 1988 the Branch has sponsored an annual Shakespearean Competition, 
with contestants from Marion County high schools giving dramatic presentations. 

Sources: 
Latham, Charles and Kelsey Bawel. Collection guide. M 0644 English-Speaking Union of 
the United States, Indianapolis Branch Records, 1922–2002. Indiana Historical Society. 
(Guide updated January 2015) 
 
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
This collection addition contains the administrative records of the Indianapolis branch of 
the English-Speaking Union as well as some published newsletters and photos. 
Administrative records include meeting minutes, financial and programming materials, 
membership records, President's business files, and conference materials. The collection is 
arranged alphabetically. 
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CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 
Annual general meeting materials, 1997 Box 1, Folder 1 

Annual general meeting materials, 1998 Box 1, Folder 2 

Annual general meeting materials, 1999 Box 1, Folder 3 

Bill Gulde letter and photo, August 2005 Cold Storage 
Color Photographs, 
Folder 1 

Board of Directors' meetings materials, 1989–1997 Box 1, Folder 4 

The Branch Officers' Bulletin, 1990–2005 Box 1, Folder 5 

The English Speaker, Fall 1998 OM , Folder 1 

The English Speaker, 2001–2007 Box 1, Folder 6 

The English Speaking Union Today, 1988–1997 Box 1, Folder 7 

Evelyn Wrench Speaker materials, 2002–2007 Box 1, Folder 8 

Finance and fundraising materials, 1990–1996 Box 1, Folder 9 

Financial materials, 2002–2009 Box 1, Folder 10 

Gala photos, 2005 Cold Storage 
Color Photographs, 
Folder 2 

Meeting notices, 2000–2011 Box 2, Folder 1 

Membership materials, 1994–1998; n.d. Box 2, Folder 2 

Membership materials, ca. 1995–2001 (1 of 3) Box 2, Folder 3 

Membership materials, ca. 1995–2001 (2 of 3) Box 2, Folder 4 

Membership materials, ca. 1995–2001 (3 of 3) Box 2, Folder 5 

Membership materials, 2000–2008 Box 2, Folder 6 

Minutes, 2000–2002 Box 3, Folder 1 

Minutes, 2003–2005 Box 3, Folder 2 
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Minutes, 2006–2010 Box 3, Folder 3 

Miscellaneous English Speaking Union newsletters, 
1996–1997 

Box 3, Folder 4 

Miscellaneous materials, 1998; 2003; n.d. Box 3, Folder 5 

Much Ado newsletter, 2006–2008 Box 3, Folder 6 

Nominating committee materials, 2002–2010 Box 3, Folder 7 

Organizational audit and strategic plan, February 2007 Box 3, Folder 8 

President's general file, 1987–1996 Box 3, Folder 9 

President's business, 1998–2010 (1 of 2) Box 3, Folder 10 

President's business, 1998–2010 (2 of 2) Box 4, Folder 1 

Press materials, 2002–2006 Box 4, Folder 2 

Program materials, 1987–2010 (1 of 2) Box 4, Folder 3 

Program materials, 1987–2010 (2 of 2) Box 4, Folder 4 

Programs––Alfred Rowe luncheon, 1993–1995 Box 4, Folder 5 

Programs––Anthony Brenton luncheon, January–April 
1993 

Box 4, Folder 6 

Programs––Bolt and Unruh luncheon, August–
November 1994 

Box 4, Folder 7 

Programs––Books Across the Sea materials, 1999–
2006 

Box 4, Folder 8 

Programs––Buckley and Halberstam luncheon, 
January–February 1996 

Box 4, Folder 9 

Programs––C. William Kontos luncheon, August–
October 1991 

Box 4, Folder 10 

Programs––Cecil Saxby luncheon, June–October 1990 Box 4, Folder 11 

Programs––Charles Carlton luncheon, October–
November 1993 

Box 4, Folder 12 
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Programs––Charles Mould luncheon, December 
1994–July 1995 

Box 4, Folder 13 

Programs––Cherida Ann Coleman luncheon, August–
October 1991 

Box 5, Folder 1 

Programs––David Bodenhamer luncheon, January–
February 1995 

Box 5, Folder 2 

Programs––David J. Peerless luncheon, February–
March 1996 

Box 5, Folder 3 

Programs––David Olyphant luncheon, February–June 
1991 

Box 5, Folder 4 

Programs––Douglas Paschall luncheon, 1993–1994 Box 5, Folder 5 

Programs––Elizabeth Monroe luncheon, August–
September 1995 

Box 5, Folder 6 

Programs––English in Action materials, ca. 1999–
2004 

Box 5, Folder 7 

Programs––Garden party and business meeting, May–
June 1992 

Box 5, Folder 8 

Programs––Garden party and business meeting, 
February–June 1993 

Box 5, Folder 9 

Programs––Garden party and business meeting, May–
June 1994 

Box 5, Folder 10 

Programs––Garden party and business meeting, May–
June 1995 

Box 5, Folder 11 

Programs––Garden party and business meeting, May–
June 1996 

Box 5, Folder 12 

Programs––Global Conversations materials, ca. 2004 Box 5, Folder 13 

Programs––John Michael Inman luncheon, December 
1991–May 1992 

Box 5, Folder 14 

Programs––John Simpson luncheon, September 1993–
March 1994 

Box 5, Folder 15 

Programs––Julian Stringer luncheon, October 1993–
April 1994 

Box 5, Folder 16 
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Programs––Kenneth Miller luncheon, January–April 
1992 

Box 5, Folder 17 

Programs––Lausch and Waterhouse luncheon, 
February 1993 

Box 5, Folder 18 

Programs––Lawrence McCaffrey luncheon, October–
November 1994 

Box 5, Folder 19 

Programs––Margaret Thatcher Lecture materials, 
1999–2003 

Box 5, Folder 20 

Programs––Michael Dobbs luncheon, 1992–1993 Box 5, Folder 21 

Programs––Milburn and Payne luncheon, June–
December 1995 

Box 5, Folder 22 

Programs––Nancy Thorburn luncheon, 1992–1995 Box 5, Folder 23 

Programs––Peter Thomas luncheon, October 1990–
May 1991 

Box 5, Folder 24 

Programs––Peter Thomas luncheon, February–April 
1992 

Box 5, Folder 25 

Programs––Raymond Leppard luncheon, January 
1991–October 1992 

Box 5, Folder 26 

Programs––Roy Schreiber luncheon, September–
October 1994 

Box 5, Folder 27 

Programs––Sanders and Anderson luncheon, 
November 1990–January 1991 

Box 5, Folder 28 

Programs––Sandra Newton luncheon, September 
1990–February 1991 

Box 5, Folder 29 

Programs––Sir Antony Acland luncheon, July 1990–
June 1991 

Box 5, Folder 30 

Programs––Sir John Stokes luncheon, March–May 
1992 

Box 5, Folder 31 

Programs––Sir John Stokes luncheon, 1992–1995 Box 5, Folder 32 

Programs––Sir John Weston luncheon, September–
November 1994 

Box 5, Folder 33 
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Programs––Sir Paul Reeves luncheon, 1991–1992 Box 5, Folder 34 

Programs––William Dunn luncheon, July–November 
1995 

Box 5, Folder 35 

Programs––William Van Vugt luncheon, 1992–1994 Box 5, Folder 36 

Programs––Wilma Taylor luncheon, October 1990 Box 5, Folder 37 

Region VI Conference materials, 1995; 2002 Box 5, Folder 38 

Region VI Conference materials, 2002–2010 Box 5, Folder 39 

Region VI materials, 1993–2002 (1 of 2) Box 6, Folder 1 

Region VI materials, 1993–2002 (2 of 2) Box 6, Folder 2 

Region VI materials, 1998–2006 Box 6, Folder 3 

Scholarship committee materials, 1989–1996 Box 6, Folder 4 

Scholarship committee materials, 2002–2007 Box 6, Folder 5 

Shakespeare competition materials, 1989–1996 Box 6, Folder 6 

Shakespeare competition materials, 1999–2007 Box 6, Folder 7 

Shakespeare competition photos, ca. 1989–1996 Cold Storage 
Color Photographs, 
Folder 3 

Walter Hines Page scholarship materials, 1999–2007 Box 6, Folder 8 

Woodstock Club facility request forms, 2001–2006 Box 6, Folder 9 
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