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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

1 manuscript box, 1 oversize folder, 1 photograph folder 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

Ca. 1919–1985 

PROVENANCE: Carolyn O. Morris, Indianapolis, Indiana 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Charles T. Amos was a noted African American pianist, vocal performer, and music 
director from Indianapolis, Indiana. He was born on 29 July 1900 in Erlington, Kentucky, 
to Reverend Harrison and Elizabeth Amos. The Amos family moved to Indianapolis when 
Charles was just a child.  
As a young man, Charles studied music, specifically voice and piano, at the Fitzhugh-
Valentine College of Music and at Indiana University. After graduating, he put his musical 
talents to work through both performing and teaching music. He was a well-liked 
performer with "a soft mellow tenor voice [which] will captivate any audience that 
understands good singing." Charles also taught music out of his own studio, served as a 
President for the Indianapolis Music Promoters and the Indiana State Association of Negro 
Musicians, and was the Founder and Musical Director of the Bel-Canto Ensemble.  
In his personal life, Charles married Nettie Oneita Richardson (1899–1976) in the 1930s, 
and the pair had two children at almost 40 years of age. Their children were Charles T. 
Amos, Jr. and Carolyn O. Amos (later Morris). Charles died on 26 November 1981. 
 
Sources: 
Ancestry.com 
Materials in Collection 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains materials from Charles T. Amos. It primarily consists of programs 
and fliers from musical performances by African American singers and musicians in the 
Indianapolis area. Several of the programs have autographs of performers as well as 
Charles' notes and personal rating of the performances. Also in the collection are news 
clippings related to performers including Charles, photographs of Charles with various 
groups, and certificates presented to Charles. Some of the music groups represented in this 
collection are The Indianapolis Music Promoters, the Bel-Canto Ensemble, the Link-Belt 
Glee Club, and the Indiana State Association of Negro Musicians. 
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CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 
News Clippings Featuring African American Singers, 
ca. 1919–1960 

Box 1, Folder 1 

The Indianapolis Music Promoters: Constitution and 
History, Event Programs, and Yearbooks, ca. 1922–
1969 

Box 1, Folder 2 

Performance Programs for Various Groups, ca. 1928–
1985 

Box 1, Folder 3 

Fitzhugh-Valentine College, Programs, 1929–1937 Box 1, Folder 4 

Mattie Loretta Stovall, Performance Programs, 1929–
1938 

Box 1, Folder 5 

News Clippings Mentioning Charles T. Amos, ca. 
1930s 

Box 1, Folder 6 

Charles T. Amos, Students, and Choral Groups (Link-
Belt Glee Club and Bel-Canto Ensemble), ca. 1930–
1961 

Photographs:                 
Folder 1 

Second Baptist Church, Recital Programs, 1931–1933 Box 1, Folder 7 

Cosmopolitan School of Music, Programs, 1931–1935 Box 1, Folder 8 

Recommendation Letter for Charles T. Amos, 1931; 
Letters to Charles T. Amos, 1961 and 1968 

Box 1, Folder 9 

Charles T. Amos, Performance Programs, 1931–1967 Box 1, Folder 10 

The St. Monica's Guild Annual Musical Tea, Program, 
1932 and 1935 

Box 1, Folder 11 

First Baptist Church, Performance Programs, 1934–
1935 and 1956 

Box 1, Folder 12 

The Indiana State Association of Negro Musicians:  
Annual Convention Programs, 1934–1947 and 
Association Communications, 1940 

Box 1, Folder 13 

Marion Anderson, Performance Program, ca. 1938 Box 1, Folder 14 
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Utilitarian Church Professional and Business 
Directory of Indianapolis, Indiana and Marion County, 
June 1939 

Box 1, Folder 15 

"The Act of Singing", Songbook, n.d.; "The Etude", 
Music Magazine, 1939 

OM 0695:                 
Folder 1 

The Bel-Canto Ensemble, Programs and Member Info, 
1943–1966 

Box 1, Folder 16 

Info on E. Azalia Hackley Memorial Collection, ca. 
1955 

Box 1, Folder 17 

The Monster Meeting Forum Featuring MLK, 
Program, 1958 

Box 1, Folder 18 

Memorial Program for Lucy Belle Dupee, 1965; 
Memorial Program for Charles T. Amos, 1981 

Box 1, Folder 19 

Charles T. Amos Certificates: Schaum Piano 
Workshop Certificate, 1966; Link-Belt Glee Club 
Certificate, 1966; State Recognition Certificate, 1966 

Box 1, Folder 20 

The National Association of Negro Musicians, Inc: 
Programs, 1933–1934 and Organization Info Sheet, 
1978–1979 

Box 1, Folder 21 

Info on African American Choirs and Musical Groups 
in Indianapolis, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 22 

"Fundamental Precepts of Singing and Exercises on 
Which to Base a Singers Routine", by William E. 
Ross, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 23 

"Music in Worship", Pages 1-10, n.d.; "Music in the 
Church", Educational Booklet, n.d. 

Box 1, Folder 24 

Various Sheet Music and Songbooks, n.d. Box 1, Folder 25 

Music Purchasing List, n.d. Box 1, Folder 26 
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