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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

In 2014 the Indiana Historical Society began the Indiana LGBT Collecting Initiative to 
collect, preserve, and make accessible materials that document the rich history, tradition, 
and culture of Indiana’s LGBT communities. Part of the collecting initiative includes the 
Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. During the time period of 2014-
2015, interviews were conducted of individuals, couples and families from all walks of life 
in Central Indiana area. This collection centers around the oral history interview of Carol 
Fisher and Helen Harrell conducted by Mark Lee on September 9, 2014.  

Carol Dorrell Fischer (b. 1947) grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana.  She joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War but was discharged for being a lesbian. Several 
years later, she married a man and had a son in 1978.  Over the years, Fischer has been an 
advocate for people with disabilities as well as for the LGBT community. Fischer also 
worked in the GLBT Student Support Services at Indiana University before she retired. 
Helen Harrell (b. 1944) was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, and grew up in Watertown, 
New York. Harrell has been a long time advocate for the LGBT community in the 
Bloomington area and helped co-found the Indiana chapter of Pride At Work. Harrell also 
worked as an advisor and administrator at Indiana University before she retired. Fischer 
Harrell have been together since 1991, and together they co-hosted the bloomingOUT 
Radio Show beginning in 2003. They currently reside in Spencer, Indiana.   

 

Sources: 

Information found in collection.  

 

 

 

 



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The interview was transcribed from two video recorded interviews with Carol Fischer and 
Helen Harrell conducted on September 9, 2014 by Mark Lee, lead project manager for the 
Indianapolis/Central Indiana LGBT Oral History Project. The interview, which includes 
the video recording and the transcript, is housed at the William H. Smith Memorial 
Library, Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center, Indianapolis, Indiana.  

The video recorded interviews are approximately an five hours long and are recorded on 
three DVDs.  The collection includes one folder with preliminary questionnaires articles 
about Fischer and Harrell and the interview transcriptions.  

The following is an index to Helen Harrell and Carol Fischer oral history transcript listing 
the topics discussed and the pages on which they can be found.  

TRANSCRIPT 

Interview 

 Introduction to Helen Harrell.....................................................................................3 

 Harrell realizing her attraction to women/First crush................................................4 

 Harrell attending Franklin College/Active in Civil Rights Movement......................7 

 Harrell living in Washington, D.C./Protesting the Vietnam War..............................8 

 Harrell moves back to Indiana/Lives in Bloomington...............................................9 

 Living and raising her son in Owen County, Indiana..............................................11 

 Going out to gay bars in Bloomington, Indiana.......................................................12 

 Advising students at IU-Bloomington......................................................................14 

 Establishing a union, Pride at Work, and Bloomington Beacon.........................16-17 

 Granddaughter coming out and facing discrimination.............................................19 

 Interview with Carol Fischer and Helen Harrell....................................................20 

 Fischer and Harrell's early relationship..................................................................22 

 Fischer facing harassment in Indianapolis...............................................................23 

 Fischer and Harrell helping to start Spencer PFLAG and Spencer Pride...........27-28 



 Issues starting Spencer Pride and Gay Straight Alliances in Southern Indiana......29 

 Establishing the queer radio news show bloomingOUT.....................................30-32 

 Issues between Gay Men's Movement and Lesbian Movement..............................34 

 Michigan Women's Festival.....................................................................................35 

 National Music Festival leaving Bloomington.........................................................36 

 Public life and helping students at IU.................................................................37-38 

 Treating people of differences with respect especially in politics...........................39 

 Experiences during the AIDS crisis....................................................................43-44 

 Strengthening the gay community during the AIDS crisis......................................46 

 Important figures in the Indiana LGBT community...........................................50-51 

 Future of hosting a radio or podcast show...............................................................52  

The following is an index to Carol Fischer oral history transcript listing the topics 
discussed and the pages on which they can be found.  

TRANSCRIPT 

Interview 

 Introduction to Carol Fischer.....................................................................................3 

 Dealing with her parents' divorce/Growing up in Indianapolis..............................5-6 

 Church and Fischer's sexuality...................................................................................9  

 Fischer comes to terms with her sexuality...............................................................11 

 Joining the Marines/Starting an affair with a woman..............................................15 

 Discharged from the Marines..............................................................................17-18 

 Coming out to her mother........................................................................................20 

 Moving to upstate New York with a girlfriend/Moving back to Indianapolis.........21 

 Feelings about "Don't Ask, Don't Tell"....................................................................24 

 Short marriage to a man and birth of her son...........................................................26 



 Working at the Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender office at Indiana  
 University                                                                                                                29 

 Gay night life in Indianapolis.............................................................................32-33 

 Treatment on the job market/Opinion on gay marriage...........................................35 

 Changes in Indianapolis LGBT life....................................................................36-37 
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Preliminary Questionnaires and bloomingOUT articles  Folder 1 

Interview Transcriptions  Folder 2 

Harrell and Fischer Interview Disc 1, user copy  DVD 1197  

Harrell and Fischer Interview Disc 2, user copy  DVD 1198 

Harrell and Fischer Interview Disc 1, master copy  DVD 1199 

Harrell and Fischer Interview Disc 2, master copy DVD 1200 

Fischer Interview Disc 1, user copy DVD 1201 
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