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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Barnard’s Sanitarium was the first sanitarium to open in Martinsville, Indiana during the 
height of the artesian boom, when at one point there were 11 mineral water sanitariums 
located in a one mile radius in town. While drilling for gas in July 1887 on Elizabeth and 
Sylvanus Barnard’s property, smelly mineral water was discovered instead.  Scientists 
studied the water and found that it had medicinal properties, and so the Barnards decided 
to build a bathhouse, pool, steam room, and small tub rooms on their property. The 
Barnards expanded the sanitarium in 1890, after a fire broke out on the property in 1889 to 
make it into a two-story bathhouse.  Visitors to the sanitarium, looking for relief from 
ailments such as rheumatism, kidney disease, digestive disorders, and constipation, had to 
lodge in Martinsville hotels, boardinghouses, or private homes until Sylvanus Barnard’s 
son Henry sold out to Dr. O.M. Carter in 1924.  Dr. Carter and his two partners remodeled 
the sanitarium and added a kitchen, dining room, laboratory, private baths and lavatories. 
In 1926, Michael Cohn brought the property and renamed it the Cohn-Barnard sanitarium.  
The Cohn-Barnard sanitarium was in business until 1940, when it was destroyed by fire.  

 

Sources: 

Nunn, Bette and Pat Brown. The History of Martinsville High School Sports. Fideli 
Publishing, 2011.  

Stuttgen, Joanne Raetz and Curtis Tomak. Postcard History Series: Martinsville. 
Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2008.  

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This photograph shows a group of men and women (all unidentified) gathered formally in 
front of Barnard’s Sanitarium for “Decoration Day” in 1902.  The building is decorated in 
a star printed banner as well as with American flags, so perhaps the building has been 
decorated for the Fourth of July, Independence Day. The photograph was taken by Ennis 
Brothers Studio.  
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