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As the daughter of a history teacher, the importance of diverse thinking and
understanding of different cultures has always been emphasized to me. Choosing a History Day
topic was undoubtedly the most difficult part of my research process, but it was made easier by
the discovery of my love for East Asian history and culture. Last year, I advanced to nationals
with my project involving the forced prostitution of Koreans during World War II, During the
week I spent in Washington, D.C., my teachers encouraged me to find another topic that I would
be interested in researching for the next year. Though my initial topic this year was the 1937
Rape of Nanking, this changed upon my acceptance into Stanford’s Sejong Korean Scholars
Program, a selective program for high school students that provides an in-depth view into the
history of Korea. Knowing that I would be offered incredible opportunities for research of a topic
related to Korean history, I changed my History Day topic to a monumental event in Korea’s
past: the March First Movement of 1919,

I began my research by first refreshing my knowledge of the Japanese colonization of
Korea, which officially began in 1910. I researched the brutality of the Japanese officers and the
violence that occurred at the hands of Japanese officials before I moved on to the first Korean
resistance movements, and eventually the March First Movement. While reading, I discovered
that at the heart of the protests was an intelligent young girl by the name of Yu Gwan Sun. Yu,
who was seventeen at the time, led a resistance movement that would lead to her arrest, torture,
and eventual death. Her story was a vital contribution to Korean resistance, and I decided to
focus my project on her virtuous efforts. My research is ongoing; as I delve further into my
Korean history classes, I am constantly discovering new information that I hope to include in my
exhibit,

Competing in the exhibit category has offered an incomparable opportunity for
improvement in both my composition and design skills. I find the 500-word limit to be an
exciting challenge rather than a hindrance, and such a constraint reminds me that each of my
words must serve a purpose and that details, at times, must be compromised in order to present a
larger concept. For the past six years, I have worked to create exhibits that not only display
extensively researched information, but also convey the courageous stories of men and women

who have changed history.




My topic is an excellent candidate for this year’s theme. The struggles and tragic deaths
of Korean protestors, especially Yu Gwan Sun, were not in vain. Though it took until 1945 for
Korea to once again become independent, the essence of freedom grew from the hopeful
resistance of injustice on that first day of March, one hundred years ago. Japanese oppression
kindled Yu Gwan Sun’s spatk of resistance, proving that even the most tragic of events can lead

to remarkable triumph.
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