


Riflemen Andrew (middle) and Grigg (second from the right, background) of the London Rifle

Brigade with troops of the 104th and 106th Saxon Regiments. Plocgsteert, Belgium, The Westem

JFront, Christmas Day 1914.

“British and German troops mecting in No-Man's Land during the unofficial truce.” (British.

troops from the Northumberland Hussars, 7th Division, Bridoux-Rouge Banc Sector)

National Memorial Arboretum, Arlewas, Staffordshire. “Christmas Truce”.

An unofficial ceasefire occurred along the Western Front on December 25,
1914, during World War 1. Conflict of global massacre convinced German and
British troops to mingle on Christmas, a treasonous compromise. Lasting effects
include fear of war because of technology. Acknowledgment of humanity remains

seeded in soldier’s hearts.

Daily Mail Newspaper, “Christmas Truce at Front", December 31, 1914,

Today, monuments and historical newspapers document the proceedings of
the truce. In the long term, war remains altered. A mutual truce is now unlikely.
“soldiers became hardened to the brutality of the war. While there were
oceasional moments of peace throughout the rest of World War I, they never again
«came on the scale of the Christmas truce in 1914" (Bajekal).
‘This truce serves as a model for overcoming corrupted commands and
unifying nations. The conflict of death and destruction can be stopped with a

compromise of love and sympathy.

Global tensions with North Korea and the Middle East continue (o rise.
Humanity should be stressed. The truce’s legacy exist in kindness and compassion.
For example, Truman dropped nuclear warning leaflets to Japan. War isn’t an
excuse (o kill. The Christmas Truce of 1914 reveals that love cripples politically

propagated hate. Morales supercede authority, end of story.

The Schlieffen Plan was the German offensive, “... Germany’s troops
attacking France through neutral Belgium and the descending on Paris from the
north” (Murphy 15). France formed Plan XVIL These two clashing offensives led
o the Battle of Mons, with Le Cateau following. “Fierce fighting continucd, but no
ammy seemed capable of driving back the enemy[...] the lines of battle seemed to
hardly move at all” (Murphy 27). To prevent further casualties, both sides dug a
trench system called The Western Front. “Two parallel trenches. From fifty to one
thousand yards apart.... a total of over 475 miles.” (Murphy 29). Continued

skirmishes amounted to ceasefire across this front.

Everything erupted when heir to the Austrian Empire, Archduke Franz
erdinand, was assassinated along with his pregnant wife in Sarajevo, Bosnia. The

hitman being a member of The Black Hand, a Serbian radical terrorist
organization, had Austria believe, ... the assassinations were part of a Serbian
conspiracy to incite rebellion in Bosnia-Herzegovina” (Murphy 8). The miltarily
superior Germans urged Austria to take action, and so the First World War began.

Ever since the 1800s, tensions grew in Europe. The Franco-Prussian War
and growing nationalism with the Slavs set the stage for a global conflict (Gilbert
2-4). Two main alliances formed. The Triple Entente: France, Britain, and Russia,
and the Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy, divided Europe. “By

191 Europe was an armed camp ready to explode™ (Murphy 1).

tue by Andy Edwards, Liverpool, England, “Christmas Truce of 1914".




trench warfare, mounted machipe £uns, and artilery only lengthened the war and

Caused more deaths Generals overlooked such aspects of the war. A compromise

Would be inevitable
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“Photograph on the Western Front During the First W

Front, 11 Oct. 1916
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