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«We have a culture where raping women and girls is not taken seriously.
We need to understand their place in history. We need to make sure it never hap];ns again.”
— Writer M. Evelina Galang

T T

e and during World War L,
the Japanese military enslaved thousands of
Korean girlsin «comfort stations” around Asia.
These women were forced into prostitution to
service Japanese troops. While a compromise

between Korea and Japan attempted to remediate
ernments have failed
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srcomfort women] were needed to boost the spirit of the troops,
Kkeep law and order, and prevent rape and venereal disease,”
—Japanese Department of War directive, 1938
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«Korea was liberated from Japan's 35-year colonial rule
on August 15,1945, at the end of World War II,” (Donnelly).

Not all surviving comfort girls found freedom upon the
war’s conclusion. Thousands of women were forced to service

American men when the United States occupied Japan. It was not

until January of 2017 that the Seoul Central District Court |

acknowledged these claims by former comfort women

demanding the US and South Korean government apologi

pay survivors a considerable sum for their sufferin;

“The compensation may be minimal, but more me
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“Along with other support groups, the
compensation for the surviving comfs




PR AR W N

Junichiro Koizumi To

(rrovisienal ‘ranslation)




severely injured the honoe ansl
take thie oppewr t ity

S agnne aniull
e b seadiiieme







Lolas protest in front of the Japanese Embagsy on August 14, 2018 “(Mosbergen)

Surviving comf aling less th: '
1§ comtort women, totaling less than 100 in number,

fought against the inadequate compromise, feeling that their

torture had been disregarded as an opportunity for unnecessary

diplomacy.

Pt i c Shi {
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan said that a 201§ deal with South Korea to make reparations f
! r ons for sexual

slaveryi . . : )
sl avery in World War 1l Was a promise between ¢ ountries, and called a request for further apol
ORY

‘unacceptable,™ (Rich)

“Lolas protest near the Malacanang Palace in Manila, where visiting Japanese
Emperor Akihito met President of the Philippines Benigno 8 Agquino ITon Jan 27

2016." (Mosbergen)

“Their demand of Japan is that it includes in its
historical accounts, such as school textbooks, the history
surrounding the women who were forced to work in military
brothels in order to educate present and future generations,”
(Japan Times)
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surrounding the women who were forced to
brothels in order to educate present and future generations. *
(Japan Times).
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“Filipina ‘comfort woman,” a sex slave for the Japanese Imperial a
holds an origami paper peace crane as she participates in a protest n
Manila, 2016," (Hua)







“South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha addresses her statement during the
High-Level Segment of the 37th session of the Human Rights Council, at the European
headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland,” (Japan Times).

“Tokyo criticized Seoul on Tuesday after South Korea’s foreign minister raised at a
UN. committee concerns about

42015 bilateral deal on “comfort women” who
were forced to work in Japan’s wartime military brothels,” (Japan Times),




“Tokyo criticized Seoul on Tuesday after South Korea’s foreign minister raised at a
UN. committee concerns about a 2015 bilateral deal on “comfort women” who

were forced to work in Japan’s wartime military brothels,” (Japan Times).

In February of this year, Korea mentioned comfort women at
aUnited Nations meeting. Japan responded by verbal]
attacking Korea, which had broken the compromige A
three years earlier (Donnelly), By
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“A statue in a San Francisco parkd

epicting Japanese World W
Comfort Women" has angered Japanese officials who wanttos
city relationship with San Francisco unless

ar II-era sex slaves cal
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the statue is taken down,” (Donnelly).
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