Beginning of the War
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fostering ethnic divisior 3 3 . Z
t ) ethnic division.” -*Nigerian Civil War Begins” Global Events. Milestone

Events Throughout History edited by Jennifer Stock.

“The roots of Nigeria’s civil war can be traced to colonial rule, when the British
forced three very distinct peoples, each living in their own region—the

predominantly Muslim Hausa-Fulani in the North, the Yoruba in the Southwest,
and the Igbo in the Southeast—to integrate into a state that encouraged
reg\onol and ethnic competition » _Kairn A. Kleiman professor of African
history at University of Houston
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currency, made people jittery. increased the levels of
tension, fear, mistrust. €1C. prices skyrocketed More military presence
became obvious.” - Dolores Friesen, survivor of the Biafran War, 2017

“After the second coup. ¢ campaign of ethnic cleansing began in the northern

region. Largely norther officials began the killing of several Igbo officers and

civilians. From September to November 1966, one hundred thousand Igbo
cred. Hundreds of thousands more were

living in the north were mosso
mutilated or otherwise injured.” - The Nigerian Cvil War Begins: July 6. 1967

“Repeated outbursts of violence between June and October 1966 pecked in
massacres against Igbos living in the Sabon Gari, the ‘foreigners’ quarters’ of
northern Nigerian towns."-Lasse Heerten and A. Dirk Moses

‘Major General Yakubu Gowon head of
state throughout the war.
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The discovery of oil in the Eastern region (Biafra) was a motivating factor for
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the Federal governments cause, as oil was an economic necessity.
On July 6,1967, the Federal government sent the army to the East and

engaged the Biafrans.

“We witnessed the slow, and sometimes unbelievably fast slide into chaos,
anarchy, loss of freedom of the press, written (newspapers) and spoken v
(radio). We saw and felt ourselves the loss of hope, the fear, the distrust

Mistrust, and suspicion.”- Dolores Friesen : '
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