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Leilani Muir, along with countle
“mentally defective” amidst the fervor for eugenics. After
discovering she had been wrongfully sterilized, she pursued

rectification through legal action. As the first to against
Alberta sterilization laws for violating her civil rights, she became

the face of anti-eugenic reform, prompting a multitude of others to

rise against such injustices as well.
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“They were playing God with people’s lives. Five minutes of our
lives, that's all it took. It was a rubber stamp, cows on a conveyor belt that’s
what it was. If we were morons, what  were they?"—Muir, Living Archives Project
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“Not a day went
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done nothing
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to feeble- mindedness. They
insisted that institutionalization of the
feeble-minded was ineffective and that a
preventive approach — sterilization

was required

“I was dropped off at the institution, left at the
steps [..] my mother threw me out of the car like
apiece of g

ni Muir was given phenobarbital, chlorpromazine and
at the PTS despite the absence of indications of psychosis.
Clearly, the defenceless children in the PTS were sequestered as guinea
pigs for le Vann's experiments on behavioral control.”

—~Wahlsten, Lei
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Name: Leilant Muir
Institution: Provincial Training School for
Mental Defoctives

LEGAL s
s form is submitted in accordance with the Sexual
Actof Alberta.
After careful consideration of te case of Leiland
Musr, by the Medical Staff ofthe instituti
Uheir beief that this patient i suffering from the
W it is their recommendation
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rccable that sterlization be performed on
my child Leilani Marie Scorah f thisis
deemes advisable by the Provincial Eugenics Board.
| written Consent By:

are average for hor Jevel of ability. Relationship: #dhet

You can't put a price on a child's life, you
can't put a price on what they took away
from me as a woman. My heart is breaking

and it will until the day I die.”

~Mur, Univ. of Albert

Alberta Sterilization Act

“the first Canadian eugenic
sterilization law . ] creates a
Eugenics Board [.. [that]
specifies who are sterilization
candidates [..] outlines the
conditions required for a
sterilization [ .| specifies that the
| Physicians or surgeons who perform |
sterilization surgeries cannot be

civil or criminally liable.”

“This injury has haunted Ms. Muir from
the time she first learned what had been
done, through to the time when she
fully realized the implications of the
surgery. Her suffering continues even

| today and will continue far into the
future.”

Living Archives Project

Muir's Institutionalization Muir's Sterilization
“Abused by her mother, Muir
was institutionalized at the
Provineial Training School (PTS)
in Red Deer at the age of 11,
without any diagnostic
testing and purely based on
false information provided by

er mother.”

intelligence

quotient (1Q) test, where she scored

below. asa
‘moron'. This test score contributed
10 the decision made by the Eugenics

| Board after a brief interview with
Muir, and she was for

sterilization.”

)
|

v ——

|

f
f




.,K- sued the pFovince of Alberta in 1995 and

became “the first eugenics survivor to file and win a lawsuit for
wrongful sterilization.” Muir v. the Queen in right of Alberta
became a landmark trial in which she gained $740,780 in legal compensation
for her suffering, initiating an official apology to sterilization victims from the
Albertan government. Although she would never regain her basic right to
reproduce or years lost to depression and social stigmatization, her case
brought attention to eugenics history, garnering support from other
victims and researchers as well.

Wrongful sterlization

Pain and suffering$250,280
Aggravated damages  §12
Punitive damages

Wrongful confinement

Pain and suffering  $250,000
Interest thereon ~ $115,500
Aggravated damages S0
Pastand future

loss of mcome S0

Toul $740,780
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Victims of sterilization “Governments, particularly, have to be aware
ﬁnally get dﬂy in court of what the effects of their actions and

decisions are on people and to me this is an
object lesson how thinking that you are doing
the right thing can lead to terrible, terrible
consequences for many, many people.”
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. in an attempt to circumvent the
courts, the Government of Alberta
introduced Bill 26(, which] limited
sterilization claims against the
provinee to $150,000 each ...}
‘Within 24 hours, Bill 26 was
withdrawn due to extensive criticism
on the part of media and advocacy

e | groups. However, the Government
e (.1 i $100 million

| overall cap for claims. Claims
against the Government following
Muir's case included wrongful
sterilization, wrongful confinement,
inappropriate medication, physical
and sexual abuse, and unjustified

“Ihe government tried to

continues [..] All | ever wanted was
a loving family. 1 found out the hard
way that money couldn’t buy this.
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Muir's lawsuit initiated a public response

ated to revealing Alberta’s history of eugenic This

s strong enough 1o dissolve legislative efforts to limit legal
1 given to future sterilization litigants (Bill 26). Since then,
other sterilization victims have pursued legal action with

1 success. Further, in following Alberta’s example, many

states in America have formally apologized for

eugenics practices as well.

NEW AWARENESS

*Public attention is extremely
important. At the time there were 1000
101500 survivors who had been
sterilized under Alberta law. With the
Leilani decision, that opened the door
to their suing of the province of
Alberta. Multiply 1500 times 3% of a
million and you get a big number; over
abillion. That captures public
attention; therefore, the Province was
now inclined to do something about it”

Profsce Dame Kevis, Americn bsras o e, Yk U

“This aling opened the doortoa “She gained legal compensation for
et e A rer having been sterilized. I think that
0f 700 other victims of Alberta’s sort of thing was merited and
R i certainly helped inspire the
R s | apologies in various states in the

! ! e ¥ United States. 1 don't think that
national headlines in Canada’ apology is enough. Compensation

T should be in order because even

vwm-w-v-u-wwwm’:w» though it's impossible to put a
genuine dollar value on the loss of
your ability to reproduce, it is a step
in the right direction, nevertheless”

~Professor Daniel Kevles, American historian
of science, Yale University

GENOME EDITING
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technology to alter genetic
composition directly parallels
Alberta’s history of eugenics —
Muir’s case points out the many
unconsidered consequences of
such ventures even with
present-day technologies.

“When I was born, God made me a whole person. When they
sterilized me, they made me half a person. You never get
over that hurt. You shower every day and you've got that
stupid scar, because of what they did when I was 14 years
old. Nobody has the right to play God with children’s lives.

o, are argely scull | 1 don't want this to ever happen again to other children. My
e that he prsence 1

ol ki philosophy is that history repeats, but as long as T keep

€. Nepr gl A

|Other Vietims Sue Alberta
Government

“Muir's successful court case
o

sterilization, and other forms of
‘maltreatment.*

talking about it, it will not happen again.”
{ M, A Whisper Pust |

UNESCO Addresses
e Gene-Editing Technology
genetic dice will continue to
inflict cruel fates on all too many
individuals and their families
who do not deserve this
damnation. Decency demands
that someone must rescue them
from genetic hells. If we don’t
play God, who will?" flmenof the bk e

N0 o Beies Commite, 208

“(...]if any intentional germline
(such as

et e e s o e

‘This is why I've written the book and this is why I speak out.
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“They were playing God with people’s lives. Five minutes of out
Jives, that’s all it took. It was & rubber stamp, COWS on & conveyor belt that|
what were they?"~Mr Livisg Achves Proect
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Leilani Muir, along with countless others, was ostracized for being

“mentally defective” amidst the fervor for eugenics. After
| discovering she had been wrongfully sterilized, she pursued
rectification through legal action. As the first to i1t against
Alberta sterilization laws for violating her civil rights, she became

' the face of anti-eugenic reform, prompting a multitude of others to
rise against such injustices as well.

'RISE OF EUGENICS
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The Sexual Sterilization Act.

(Assented to March 21, 1928.)

The eugenics movement spreadto  [B Bt S R T Act aimed to control the
Canada during the early 1900s and pws:

procreation of mentally “unsound”
individuals and initially targeted
mental institutions. After two
amendments, the Act allowed
sterilization without consent (1937)
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sterilization cases, including Leilani

i ’s lives. Five minutes of our
“They were playing God with people’s
all ilt,took. It was a rubber stamp, cows on a conveyor beltthat*s




OT W purpose

th shall con:
, Edmonton.
PMa: >

Sterilization Act and created a
Eugenics Board to authorize the
sterilization of those who were
deemed “feebleminded, mentally

deficient, or intellectually disabled”,

me to time, be
Council, but two

of this Act, a Board is hereby
t of the following four persons -

uecessors of the said members of (he
pointed by the Lieutenant]
C of the said Board shall |
tioners nominated by the Senate of the Uni.
berta and the Council of the College of Physi
and two shall be persons other l{:

oL (1Y 37)
and extended the definition of who

could be sterilized (1942). In total,
the Eugenics Board approved 4725
sterilization cases, including Leilan;

Muir, who was sterilized in 1958,
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“They were playing God with people’s lives. Five minutes of our
lives, that’s all it took. It was a rubber stamp, cows on a conveyor belt that’s
what it was. If we were morons, what = were they?”—Muir, Living Archives Project
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“Positive” eugenics included the encouragement of procreation by individuals [...]
possessing desirable characterisics ... “Negative" eugenics involved discouraging
! and decreasing procreation by individuals [...] having inferior or undesirable
characteristics [...] Methods aimed at limiting the capacity and opportunity for
procreation (included] sexual sterilization, marriage prohibition, segregation and
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As an unwanted and abused child, Leilani was sent to
the Provincial Training School for Mental Defectives on the basis of
her mother’s testimonies, her poor socioeconomic status, and her Irish
Catholic and Polish background. Although she showed no signs of psychosis and was
cited as a bright student, a faulty 1Q score of 64 subjected her to sterilization. Therefore,
under the impression she wi *tting an appendectomy, Muir’s fallopian tubes were
removed when she was 14. After she left the institution, Muir discovered she was
sterilized when she was unable to have children. Soon after, her adoption and
marriage fell through and she became depressed due to uncountable
\ instances of social stigmatization.

“[Eugenicists] believed that eastern
European immigrants were prone
“
NOt a day Went to feeble- mindedness. They also
) insisted that institutionalization of the
by that I Wasn t feeble-minded was ineffective and that a
preventive approach — sterilization —

beaten with a wasreg

“I was dropped off at the institution, left at the
steps [...] my mother threw me out of the car like

a piece of garbage she didn’t want”
—Muir, Living Eugenics Archives, Univ. of Alberta

“As a girl, Leilani Muir was given phenobarbital, chlorpromazine and
haloperidol at the PTS despite the absence of indications of psychosis,
Clearly, the defenceless children in the PTS were sequestered as guinea
pigs for le Vann'’s experiments on behavioral control.”

—Wlhln-n.ldhnllluirwfhcmlhnphnking: Eugenics on trial in Alberta
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beaten with a
belt, a stick, a
board, or even a
hammer [... my |
mother] would
act like she had
done nothing
wrong”

“I was dropped off at the institution, left at the
steps [...] my mother threw me out of the car like

a piece of garbage she didn’t want”
~Muir, Living Eugenies Archives, Univ. of Alberta

“As a girl, Leilani Muir was given phenobarbital, chlorpromazine and

haloperidol at the PTS despite the absence of indications of psychosis,

Clearly, the defenceless children in the PTS were sequestered as guinea
| pigs for le Vann’s experiments on behavioral control.”

-Wlhhm,MadermumPhﬂwphakbm:&mlaantﬁnlhAM

—Muir, A Whisper
Past

Patient Medical History and
Examination For the Purposes of
Sterilization Approval

Recommendation and Approval for
Vasectomy or Salpingectomy for the

itution: Provincial Training School for Purpose ofSlerilization

Mental Defectives

Name: Leilani Muir
Institution: Provincial Training School for
Mental Defectives

Nativity Alberta, Canada
Religion Catnolic  Education Ungraded
Marital status Single  No. of children None

£ "-lc“mﬂﬂlﬁwwuxvmd&)‘

Deformities or sbnormelities: rd finger
oth nagds deformed,
“ers ksl ey Locations A nusber of very
u.;;un-onbody.mmuﬁm
/_r;:,uomn 5 left knee, scer under
ok B

Condision of clothing rether shabby

Treatment: Patient undergo an operation for
the purposes of sterilization

Signature: Leonard Jan le Vann

SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD:

Lellani is a pretty, but immature looking
child, who sucked her thumb constantly
throughout testing. The Full Scale 1.Q. of 64
places Lellani in the Defective Category. Her
top level of function would be only slightly
higher.

Name: Leilani Muir

Institution: Provincial Training School for
Mental Defectives

LEGAL PROVISIO!

This form is submitted in accordance with the Sexual
Sterilization Act of Alberta.

After careful consideration of the case of Leilani
Muir, by the Medical Staff of the institution, it is
their belief that this patient is suffering from the
affliction above noted and it is their

that the operation for the purpose of sterilization be
performed, with which opinion and recommendation |
concur and do hereby request your approval.

[DATE)
“I'am agreeable that sterilization be performed on
‘I’m“ o . i

You put a price on a child's , you
M‘tw-mummm.my
from me as & woman. My h“nl.br““n‘ ) the implications of the

surgery. Her suffering continues even
toduy and will continue fur nto the
Tulure

and it will until the day I die.”

My 1y o Alberta, Living Archives Frojeat




Patient Medical History and
Examination For the Purposes of

Sterilization Approval
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Hospital Case No, 9624
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places Lellani in the Defective Category. Her
top level of function would ve only sligntly
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Analysis; Vervel abilities are slightly nigher
then those requiring visual sotor
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R conerets, Lhough there is spored

funstionsl. concepts, Her memory is feirly
©oody her Judgment tends Lo be poor. Bocisl
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AT6 BYeTREs for hor level. of ability.

Recommendation and Approvel for
Vasectomy or Salpingectomy for the
Purpose of Sterilization

Name: leilani
Institution: Provinesisl Training Behool for
Mentel Defectives

LEGAL PROVISIONS

This form is submitted in accordance with the Sexual
Bterilization Act of Alberta

of Leilani
Mulr, by the Medical Staff of the institution, it is
their belief that this patient is suffering from the
affliction above noted and it is their recommendation
that the operation for the purpose of sterflization be
performed, with which opinion and recommendation |
coneur and do hereby request your approval,

After careful consideration of the ¢

DATE)

1 am agrecable that sterilization be performed on
my child Leilani Marie Bcorah if this is
deemned advisable by the Provincial Fugenics

WrAtLOD CoMR DY i

You can't put a price on a child's life, you
can't put a price on what they took away
from me as a woman. My heart is breaking

and it will until the day I die.”

of Alberta, Living Archives Project
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her mother.”

Fopenten Asshies. Lnnarte

“This infury has haunted Ms, Muir from
the time she first learned what had been
done, through 1o the time whe ]
fully realized the

surgery. Her suffering continues eve

today and will continue far into the
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preventive approach — sterilization —
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“Asagirl, Leilani Muir was given phenobarbit, chlorpromazine and
haloperidol at the PTS despite the absence of indications of psychosis,
—Muir, A Whisper Clearly, the defenceless children in the PTS were sequestered as Buinea
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became “the first eugenics survivor to file and win a lawsuit for
wrongful sterilization.” Muir v. the Queen in right of Alberta
became a landmark trial in which she gained $740,780 in legal compensation
for her suffering, initiating an official apology to sterilization victims from the
Albertan government. Although she would never regain her basic right to
reproduce or years lost to depression and social stigmatization, her case
brought attention to eugenics history, garnering support from other

victims and research

object lesson how thinking that you
tbnthdzhummdmmmh'
consequences for many, many people.”
~Jam Faulds, Mulr's lasever
e ——
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TUTU LT PIUVIRCE OT AIDETTE 1N 1995 and
became “the first eugenics survivor to file and win a lawsuit for
wrongful sterilization.” Muir v. the Queen in right of Alberta
became a landmark trial in which she gained $740,780 in legal ¢ ompensation
for her suffering, initiating an official apology to sterilization victims from the
Albertan government, Although she would never regain her basic right to
reproduce or years lost to depression and social stigmatization, her case
brought attention to eugenics history, gar ering support from other
1t ind

Wrongful stenlization

Pain and suffering  $250,280
Aggravated damages  $125,000
Punitive damages  $0
Wrongful confinement

Pain and suffering  $250,000
Interest thereon ~ $115,500
Aggravated damages S0
Past and future

loss of income S0

Total §740,780

0 sterlllzatlon | | “Governments, particularly, have to be aw,
finally get dﬂy in court | 2 ()fwl!al the effects of their actions and
S i b i decisions are on peopl is is an
object lesson how thinking that you are doing
the right thing can lead to terrible, terrible
consequences for many, many people.”
u: ! w‘:“ Jon Faul Muir's lawyer
e
o

University of Alberta, Living Archives Project

" ! Sios enily taken
experience and learned some hard lessons, I'm finally standing up for mysc!, and 1'n in. m tod ' o courageous woman for coming out and tlling my story ... 1 dont worry
proud of it ] god put me on this carth and kept me alive for & reason. Thanks to nm.-ﬁnh.&phbl-h.hhh\ﬂuﬁnm
§ peron. Fveryone has a past and everyone has ssues they must desl with,*

~Mule, A Whigper Mot M, A W P

"l...] in an attempt to circumvent the |
courts, the Government of Alberta
introduced Bill 26[, which] limited
sterilization claims against the
provinee to $150,000 each [...)
Within 24 hours, Bill 26 was
withdrawn due to extensive m
on the part of media and advocacy

groups. However, the Government
T L ———
[ o gt [...] [established] a $100 million

g bt w2y ke et v

b gt i overall cap for claims. Claims
against the Government following
Muir's case included wrongful
sterilization, wrongful confinement,
inappropriate medication, phys
and sexual abuse, and unjustified
medical research.”
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eugenics practices as well.
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Public attention i« extremely
W he right dir i, nevertheloss

important. At the time there were 1000
1
Professor Dantel Kevlen, Amerienn historinn

10 1500 survivors who had been
f

ererilizad under Alberta law With the
Letlant decision, that opened the doot
to their suing of the provinee of
Alherta. Multiply 1500 times %4 of a
million and vou get a big number; over
a billion. That captures publie
attention; theretore, the Province was

now inclined to do something about it

o Damiel Kevies, Amerioan historian of selence, Yale Univ

Muir’s tragic experiences, from
her sterilization to long-lasting
stigmatization, illustrate misused
Jegislative power under the name
of eugenics. The ability of new
technology to alter genetic
composition directly parallels
Alberta’s history of eugenics —
Muir’s case points out the many
unconsidered consequences of

|ihe immediate future i5 10 such ventures even with

| engineer genes so as to TEMAY: { ; 25" present-day technologies.
ithe propensity for terribie 2
<es. 1 think if that if the

“The best that we can hope for in

2 T 8 e s
; / «when I was born, God made me a whole person. When they
Rathec o = g P ax Y i | sterilized me, they made me half a person. Youneverget |
""'fﬁ".‘i.f:f A::nm - £ ~ G | over that hurt. You shower every day and you've got that
l e R ) A e T stupid scar, because of what they did when T was 14 years
old. Nobody has the right to play God with children’s lives.
o | This is why I've written the book and this i why 1 speak out.
l : ::m socially 1 don’t want this to ever happen again to other children. My
,uﬂ!ﬂlmdﬂpﬂﬂ””u( pewgenics s the idea that the presence i philosophy is that history repeats, but as long as I keep

ic ‘defects’ is a problem t0 be solved, and that the solution to this problem X 3 T Sau
W' b birh of individuals who would e deemed defective.” | talking about it, it will not happen again- §
Lyster, C., Newpenics. Bugemies t —Muir, A Whisper Past
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