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As partners, we chose the topic of Carole Lombard because of our interests in Indiana
history and important women in history. Lombard was a person with a trivmphant career who
also had a huge impact on Indiana’s and the United States’ history. Her career and her life was
very fascinating, causing us to be intrigued during our studies. We began to research a little
about her and decided to choose her as our topic. Our fascination over her influenced us do
interviews and watch some of her films, Lombard fits with the theme creating the ideal topic
with Triumph and Tragedy.

We conducted our research by using sources like books, videos, websites, and magazines.
We received help from the Fort Wayne Historical Society, the owner of Carole Lombard’s
childhood house, and our social studies teacher. Many books, like Robert Matzen’s 2013 book
Fireball: Carole Lombard and the Mystery of Flight 3, and Wes D. Gehring's book, Carole
Lombard: The Hoosier Tornado, helped us understand the life and death of Lombard. On top of
this, we interviewed the owner, Rick Brandt, of the Carole Lombard house. We also had a phone
interview with professor Ann Chirhart, from Indiana State University. Mr. Brandt and Professor
Chirhart furthered our understanding of Carole Lombard’s life and the impact of women’s
history. The Fort Wayne Historical Society provided us pictures and articles of Carole Lombard.
The interviews and sources helped us become more knowledgeable over our topic.

We chose to do a documentary because we had the chance to do a previous documentary
and it interested us as partners to make another one. The documentary also seemed to allow us to
fit in more information rather than a website, paper, or exhibit board.

We also wanted to be able to show Lombard’s films during her career. We created the

documentary by using the program iMovie. This was simple, and allowed us to make our film




without complicatiohs. It was easily navigable, making it a quick process. Not only this, but it
allowed us to work collaboratively on the project.

Qur topic goes with the theme, “Triumph and Tragedy” because of Lombard’s
accomplishments in her life and her devastating plane crash. She started acting at a young age,
allowing for her to improve as an actress and as a person. Her career allowed her to star in many
films. She gained worldwide attention for her work that she acted in. She starred in many popular
films including To Be or Not to Be, My Man Godfrey, Made for Each Other, and Twentieth
Century. She played the main roles of most of these films, but was often pottrayed as a ditzy
woman. However, this was not the case because she was an intelligent and clever person. Her
successful career came to a halt in 1942, when her sudden plane crash landed into the side of a
mountain. This tragic ending affected the United States because of her successful career and her

patriotism she brought to the country.
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This 1938 photograph shows us what Carole Lombard looked like on the set of her
movies. Carole Lombard is featured with actor Fernand Gravet on the set of the movie,
Fools for Scandal. In this movie, Carole Lombard plays as a famous actress while a
penniless, but charming man, Fernand Gravet, tries to win over her heart. This
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us the impoi‘tance of the war and what the soldiers had to go through. It demonstrated the
hardships of World War IT and showed us the trouble many American soldiers went
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relationship with Franklin D. Roosevelt caused Roosevelt to award Carole Lombard the

Medal of Freedom for her notable service to her country.




Archives, US National, director. YouTube_,; YouTube, YouTube, 6 Dec. 2016,
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them. This committee was very important for war efforts and often persuaded the public
to contribute to war efforts. The committee often contributed a lot of money to war
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carole-and-co.livejournal.com/928362.html.

This photo showed us a poster of a film that Lombard was in. This was during her




early acting years. This gave us information on the film and the beginning years of
her career. This poster was her with Paramount films, the company that lead Lombard
to her many successes in her career, The poster showed one of her films, 1 Take This
Woman, helping us understand one of the films she was in. This film was about a poor

cowboy, Gary Cooper, that marries his wealthy employer’s daughter, Carole Lombard.

“Carole &amp, Co.” The Hearsts Meet the Kanes at the Castle,
carole-and-co.livejournal.com/515047 html.
This source exemplifies Lombard’s patriotism and love for her country. It shows her off
screen and her interacting with some of the soldiers of World War II, This helped us
understand how she was willing to help the country by promoting the war bonds.
Lombard is considered to be one of the most patriotic actresses from the United States.

She presented the first war bond rally in World War I in the United States.

“Carole &amp; Co.” The Hearsts Meet the Kanes at the Castle,

carole-and-co livejournal.com/750594. . html.
This source showed us Lombard as a child. This helped us understand what she looked
like when she was in Indiana. This was important because it helps us understand her
personality as a child. She was often a tomboy in her youth and played many sports with
her siblings. She also often went to movies as a child and dreamed of becoming a famous

actress.




Carole Lombard, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photograph was taken at the Fort Wayne History Society. This picture features
Carole Lombard’s face. The photograph helped us comprehend what she looked like

during her acting career.

Carole Lombard Acting with her Friends, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photograph was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This picture helped us
gain a better understanding of Carole Lombard’s outgoing personality and how she acted

around her friends on the set of her movies.

“CAROLE LOMBARD ANb CLARK GABLE: A TRAGIC END TO A PASSIONATE
MARRIAGE.” In The Good Old Days Of Classic Hollywood., 27 June 2018,
crystalkalyana. wordpress.com/2016/05/01/carole-lombard-and-clark-gable-a-tragic-end-to-a-p
assionate-marriage/.
This picture showed us the war bond rally that Lombard participated in. It shows her
in front the crowd giving her speech to Indianapolis. This helped us understand

the significance of this rally.

“Carole Lombard and Flight 3-A Movie Star's Mysterious Death.” 7ime, Time,
time.com/4631701/carole-lombard-flight-3/.
This photograph shows us the TWA DC-3 plane that Carole Lombard, her mother,

press assistant, and the army pilots boarded before the plane crash occurred in




Nevada. This picture shows us that the crash was very sui‘prising because the
plane is built perfectly and has people working on the plane to ensure the

passengers’ safety.

“Carole Lombard and Mayor Reginald H. Sullivan at Union Station.” Larry Foster Collection,
images.indianahistory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p16797coll35/id/412/rec/1.
This photograph shows Carole Lombard with her mother, press assistant, and Mayor
Reginald H. Sullivan at Union Station. This is where Carole I.ombard sold over 2 million

dolars worth of war bonds.

Carole Lombard at Christmas, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This showed us her at
Christmas time and what her personality was like. This helped us understand more about

her character.

Carole Lombard Crash Site on Mt. Potosi, hwstock.org/lomb/.
This photo showed us the memorial of Mount Potosi where the plane crashed. It gave

us further information on her death and how it affected society.

Carole Lombard Gazing in the Distance, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This photo shows Carole

Lombard and how she was viewed by the press. She had a black  dress on during this




photoshoot.

Carole Lombard Headshot, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019,
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society.This photo showed us what
she looked like and how she was often depicted. This showed us her personality and what

her photographs looked like.

Carole Lombard’s Life Story, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical society. This photo showed us what
Carole Lombard looked like when she was a child. It helped us understand what she was

like and her original name.

Carole Lombard, “Love Before Breakfast,” Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This showed a picture of

Lombard while in a film, This helped us understand what she looked like while on film.

“Carole Lombard Meets a Culver Cadet.” Larry Foster Collection,
images.indianahistory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p1 6797coll35/id/333/rec/2.
This showed us her at the war bond rally, It showed us the military people there and how

big the event was.

Carole Lombard’s Moods, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019,




This phofo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This photo shows Carole

Lombard's moods. The photo also shows Carole Lombard acting in her movies.

Carole Lombard’s Plane Crash, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 I'eb. 2019.
This photo shows Carole Lombard’s plane crash that occurred 1942, This devastating
moment ended Carole Lombard’s life along with her mother’s, press assistant’s, and
soldiers’ lives. This photo helps us understand that the plane crash did occur despite the

fact that the cause of the crash is unknowin.

Carole Lombard’s Portrait, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This shows the character of
Carole Lombard and what she was often depicted as. This helped us understand what she

looked like.

“Carole Lombard Posing with Governor Henry Schricker and a Cadet.” Larry Foster Colléction,
images.indianahistory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p16797coll35/id/327/rec/7.
This showed us a picture of Lombard in the war bond rally and her with the governor of
Indiana. This helped us understand the significance of the rally and the appreciation she

was given,

“Carole Lombard, Selling War Bonds, - a Photo on Flickriver.” Flickriver - A New Way fo View

Flickr Photos and More..., www flickriver.com/photos/55355525@N08/6994455764/.




This photograph shows Carole Lombard buying war bonds. This shows how her
Patriotism influenced the nation. Carole Lombard’s patriotism led to her selling two
million dollars worth of war bonds in a single day, which was the most war bonds

sold in one day.

“Carole Lombard Selling War Bonds in the Indiana State House.” Larry Foster Collection,
images.indianahistory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p16797coll35/id/329/rec/9.
This showed the interaction of Lombard with the crowd at the war bond rally. This

helped us understand her influence on others and her love for her country.

“Carole Lombard War Bond Rally in Indianapolis in 1942.” SoundCloud,
soundcloud.com/user-297175665/carole-lombard-war-bond-rally-in-indianapolis-in-1942.
This recording gave us information on the Indianapolis rally. It showed us the passion
that Lombard gave about the war and her importance of the war bond rally. This gave us

more information on the importance of the bonds.

Clark Gable in Mourning, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019,
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This showed Gable after the
death of Carole Lombard and the emotions of the event. This helped us understand the

bond between the couple.

Classique, Monique, director. Clark Gable and Carole Lombard. YouTube, YouTube, 23 July
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2008, m.youtube.com/watch?v=thhG-eLjGAk.
This video showed us Clark Gable and Carole Lombard. This helped us understand their

relationship and how they were as a couple.

DarkCastle2012, Kyle J. Wood's, director. CAROLE LOMBARD 16mm CRASH FOOTAGE.
YouTube, YouTube, 2 June 2013, m.youtube.com/watch?v=i8qk9k81XEQ.
This gave us footage of the plane crash that ended the life of Carole Lombard. This
helped us understand how big of a crash it was and the search parties that looked for the

bodies.

“Dr. Ann Chirhart.” Indiana State University, 12 Apr. 2019,
www.indstate.edu/faculty-staff/ann-chirhart
This photo features Professor Ann Chirhart from Indiana State University. Professor

Chirhart specializes in women’s history and African American studies.

Edwards, Katie, director. Nothing Sacred. YouTube, YouTube, 5 Nov. 2017,
m.youtube.com/watch?v=cMHW{Gp2fbk.
This video showed us one of the films that Lombard was a part of. It showed us how she

acted and what she looked like in her films and her cometic side.

El-Hai, Jack, and Jack Il-Hai. “How a Hollywood Star Got an FBI File — The Outtake —

Medium.” Medium.com, Medium, 22 May 2015,




medium.com/the-outtake/sabotage-ufoé-and-a—suspicious—violihist—the—fbi—s—ﬁle-on—carole—lom
bard-6984a21ddfcb.
This photograph features Carole Lombard advocating for people to buy war bonds. In
this picture, Carole Lombard looks happy because she is doing her patriotic duty

for her nation and helping fund the war,

Find A Grave, www.findagrave.com/memorial/636/carole-lombard.
This source gave us information on what she looked like and how she was pictured.
This is important because it gave us an idea of what she looked like and helped us

understand her personality.

Formal Portrait of Carole Lombard, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo features Carole Lombard during a photoshoot. Carole Lombard is wearing

a pantsuit which represents her attitude as a strong independent woman.

Gehring, Wes D. Carole Lombard: the Hoosier Tornado. Indiana Historical Society P., 2003.
“INTERVIEW WITH MYRON H., DAVIS. CAROLE LOMBARD'S PHOTOGRAPHER
FROM
THE WAR BOND RALLY.” In The Good Old Days Of Classic Hollywood., 15 Jan. 2015,
crystalkalyana.wordpress.com/2015/01/15/215/.
This interview helped us with understanding the war bond rally Carole Lombard

attended in Indiana. This shows the last time Carole Lombard would ever speak to her
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fans again.

“Indiana Historical Society Digital Images.” Indiana Historical Society Digital Images,
images.indianahistory.org/cdm/search/searchterm/carole lombard/order/nosort.
This website gave us photos of Carole Lombard in the war bond rally. It helped us

understand how many people were there and the importance of the rally.

“T Take This Woman.” IMDb, IMDb.com,
www.imdb.com/title/tt0021988/mediaviewer/rm947522048.
This photograph showed us one of the movie posters that Carole Lombard was a part
of. This helped us understand how she was depicted and the way posters were made

during this time.

“Let's All Fight Buy War Bonds WWII War Propaganda Art Print Poster Posters at
AllPosters.com.” AllPosters.com,
www.allposters.com/-sp/Let-s-All-Fight-Buy-War-Bonds-W WII-War-Propaganda-Art-Print-Pos
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Clark Gable &amp; Carole Lombard. When Returning from a War Bond Tour Carole Was
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Killed in a Plane Crash. FDR and Clark Gable Exchanged These Touching Leﬁers after
Her Death, #ArchivesAtTheMovies Pic.iwitter.com/ICKU7efVa0.” Twitter, Twitter, 8
Feb. 2019, twitter.com/FDRLibrary/status/1093940075795238912.
This website gave us photos of the letters that were given to Clark Gable and Carole
Lombard. This showed us the quote from FDR, and the response given. This helped us
understand the connection between the president and the couple, helping us understand

more about them.

Lombard, Fort Wayne Historical Society, 15 Feb. 2019.
This photo was taken at the Fort Wayne Historical Society. This white and black

photograph features Carole Lombard looking off into the distance.

Mel23, director. My Man Godfrey. YouTube, YouTube, 20 Nov. 2013,
m.youtube.com/watch?v=3adHdfNzlJII.
This film showed Lombard portraying a wife of William Powell. This showed the
interaction between the two and their connection that they had. This was important in

showing the roles of women in films.

Morrison, Jane Ann, and Jane Ann Morrison. “Author Gives New Insight into Death of Actress
Carole Lombard.” Las Vegas Review-Journal, Las Vegas Review-Journal, 24 Feb, 2017,
www.reviewjournal.com/news/news-columns/jane-ann~-morrison/author-gives-new-insight-into-

death-of-actress-carole-lombard/.
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This photograph features a group of people searching for the bodies that were killed in
the TWA DC-3 plane. This shows that people wanted to have closure that the beloved

actress, Carole Lombard, had indeed died.

“‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ Star Carole Lombard Dies in Plane Crash.” The Old Hollywood Times, 16
Jan. 1942, www.oldhollywoodtimes.com/1942/01/16/carole-lombard-dies-plane-crash/.
This photo showed us how Carole Lombard looked professionally. This photo shows

Carole Lombard starring in the movie Vigil in the Night.

Nautanki, BASICally, director. To Be or Not to Be. YouTube, YouTube, 27 May 2017,
m.youtube.com/watch?v=T3eG37VDvic.
This film was the last film Lombard was a part of. This showed us the portraying of

World War II. This is important because it shows Lombard at the end of her career.

“No Man of Her Own,” Turner Classic Movies,
www.tcm.com/mediaroom/video/1313782/No-Man-Of-Her-Own-Movie-Clip-Do-Your-E
ves-Bother-You-.html.

This showed us the movie of Clark Gable and Lombard. This shows their connection and
how they worked with each other. This was important because it helped us understand

how they soon became married.

“QOnline Library of Liberty.” The Revolutionary Writings of Alexander Hamilton - Online
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Library of Liberty,
olllibertyfund.org/pages/mises-on-rationing-and-price-controls-in-ww2.
This photograph shows a picture of a war bond poster. These war bond posters were

important because the money would go into the military’s funding for the war.

“Online Library of Liberty.” The Revolutionary Writings of Alexander Hamilton - Online
Library of Liberty,
olLlibertyfund.org/pages/mises-on-rationing-and-price-controls-in-ww2.
This photograph shows a picture of a poster intended to persuade people to buy more
war bonds. These war bond posters were critical because they helped bring in more

money for the United States of America.

Paladincom, director. Fireball: Carole Lombard and the Mystery of Flight 3. YouTube,
YouTube, 20 Sept. 2013, m.youtube.com/watch?v=0s0G_8JZy g.
This video was of Carole Lombard giving a speech in Indiana. This is important because
it showed her patriotism and her views on helping her country, It showed her effect on

the crowd and the excitement.,

Robert Matzen, robertmatzen.com/tag/carole-lombard-jack-benny/.
This photo helped us understand how Carole Lombard looked. Tt helped us understand
her personality and how she was pictured. This is important because it helps us

understand who she was,
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Robert Matzen, robertmatzen.com/tag/carole-lombard-scars/.
This photo showed us the scar on Carole Lombard’s face. This helped us understand the

size of it and how it was seen on screen.
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ombard-21-others-near-las-vegas-still-echoes-after-75-years/,

This photograph shows the story of Carole Lombard’s death. Carole Lombard had died

from a plane crash in which the plane was featured in this website.

“r/0ldSchoolCool - Robert Stack (Unsolved Mysteries) Laughing With Co-Star Carole
Lombard in ‘To Be Or Not To Be® (1942).” Reddir,
www.reddit.com/t/OldSchoolCool/comments/7rw5c1/robert stack unsolved mysteries laughin
g with/.
This picture showed us Carole Lombard laughing, showing us her personality when

she was alive. This helped us understand of what she was like and her character.
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WWW. scp1‘.01°g/news/20 12/01/16/30813/ airline-crash-took-carole-lombards-life-happened-7/.
This photograph was taken in Carson City, Nevada which shows Carole Lombard
filing a divorce with her first husband, William Powell. Lombard is shown to look like
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“SS CAROLE LOMBARD — JANUARY 15, 1944.” BEGUILING HOLLYWOQOD, 25 Jan. 2013,
vickielester.com/2013/01/25/ss-carole-lombard-january-15-1944/,
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States.
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“The Great Depression.” PBS, Public Broadcasting Service,
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/dustbowl-great-depression/.
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www.allposters.com/-sp/This-is-My-Fight-Too- War-Bonds-W WII-War-Propaganda-Art-Print
-Poster-Posters 18850322 .htm.
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Secondary Sources

“Any Bonds Today: Selling Support for World War 11.” National Archives and Records
Administration, National Archives and Records Administration,
www.archives.gov/education/lessons/war-bonds.html.
This website gave us information on war bonds during World War II. It helped us
understand the importance of the war bonds during the war. It described the process

of how they were distributed and sold during World War II.

“Biography for Carole Lombard.” Turrner Classic Movies,
www.tcm.com/temdb/person/115700[27807/Carole-L.ombard/biography.html.
This website helped us understand how to set up our scripts for our documentary. It also

helped us understand how the nation viewed Carole Lombard as a comedic actress.

Brandt, Rick. “Carole Lombard Interview.” 15 Feb 2019.

This interview is about how Carole Lombard interacted toward her fans and

19




20
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